
 

 
           July 2020 

 
 
Dear Praying Friends  
 
Over the past eighteen months The Faith Mission Board and Mission Council have been giving consideration to 
the appointment of the right people to take responsibility for oversight of the North West Irish District.  This 
District has been without a Superintendent since last summer and we are really grateful to Garry and Alison Tutty 
for continuing to oversee it during that time.  We believed it was wise to take time to give careful and prayerful 
consideration to this need and allow the Lord to put the appropriate pieces of the jigsaw in place.  
 
At recent meetings of the Board and Mission Council the following District leadership decisions were 
confirmed and will take effect during the autumn: 
 

North West Irish District:  Superintendent - William (and Carolyn) Harrison  
 

Anglo Scottish Border District: Interim oversight - Gordon (and Janice) Thomson   
 
This possibility of William and Carolyn moving to the North West Irish District was provisionally agreed last 
summer.  However, before the decision could be confirmed it was necessary that an important piece of the jigsaw 
fell into place.  William and Carolyn, who were open to the possibility of a move, needed to ensure that an 
appropriate care provision would be available for their son Kyle.  In recent weeks, the necessary assurances 
have been received which is felt to be a clear seal from the Lord that this is the right decision. The exact date of 
their relocation is dependent on necessary adaptions to the house in Ballykelly being completed. 
 
William and Carolyn’s relocation to Northern Ireland will leave a huge gap in the work in Scotland.  For this 
reason, it was felt that a temporary arrangement for leadership of the Anglo Scottish Border District would be 
wise.  This will give time for careful and prayerful consideration of the longer-term future of the District.    
 
Gordon Thomson will oversee the District alongside his responsibility as Superintendent of the South Scottish 
District. Gordon will be the primary contact for the District but may ask Alistair Patterson or other Mission 
personnel to take responsibility for some key events as and when necessary.   During the next couple of months 
we hope to identify someone to caretake the Newton Stewart Centre during this interim period of leadership of 
the District and will keep you informed of developments.    
  
These are big changes, particularly for William, Carolyn, Emma and Kyle who have been in the Anglo Scottish 
Border District for 20 years and we ask that you continue to uphold them in prayer as they prepare to relocate 
and then settle into their new location and responsibilities.  Also remember Gordon and Janice as they take on 
extra responsibility in the coming months and Wesley Brewer who will be commencing ministry with the Mission 
in Cumbria during the autumn.  Pray too for the Lord’s provision of the right people to caretake the Newtown 
Stewart Centre and for the Faith Mission Board and Mission Council as consideration is given to the longer-term 
leadership needs of the Anglo Scottish Border District.  
 
We are deeply grateful for your fellowship and prayer support and ask for your cooperation as these changes 
take effect. 
      
Yours in Christ’s service 
 

 
 
John Townend  
General Director 

 


