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What is probably King David’s final 
public appearance is recorded in the 

last chapter of the first book of Chronicles. 
This reveals David’s passion to see a temple 
built for the name of the Lord. In verse 2 
he says: ‘Now for the house of my God I have 
prepared with all my might’.

David was not permitted to build the temple, 
but he determined to do all that he could to 
prepare the way for it to be built by Solomon. 
Set in its elevated position at the heart of the 
nation, the temple would be a visual reminder 
of five fundamental truths which David 
recognised that future generations of his 
people must never lose sight of.   

•	 The living God is their God. He was to be 
known, trusted, honoured and made known.

•	 God’s Word is authoritative and must be 
acknowledged and obeyed. The two tablets 
of stone given to Moses recording the Law 
were kept in the Ark of the Covenant 
which would be housed in the temple.  

•	 God is faithful and has promised to lead, 
protect and provide for His people. The 
memorial pot of manna also contained in 
the Ark of the Covenant signified this.  

•	 There is a need for an atoning sacrifice. 
When a person knew they had sinned they 
were required to bring their sin offering to 
the priest at the temple where it would be 
slain for them.

•	 There is the possibility of forgiveness. Sin, 
although heinous and offensive in the sight 
of God, can be forgiven. The blood of the 
sin offering sprinkled on the altar brought 
cleansing, and the offender’s relationship 
with God was restored.

We are not called to build a temple, but we are 
called to be passionate about proclaiming the 

gospel. The people of this nation need to know 
that God is real and is to be acknowledged; His 
Word is authoritative and must be obeyed; He 
is faithful and has promised to care for those 
who commit their lives to Him; sin is vile and 
must be punished; and anyone can be forgiven 
if they trust in the finished work of Jesus’ 
atoning sacrifice on the cross at Calvary.

The people of Israel caught the vision and in 
verse 6 they yielded themselves to fulfilling 
this great task. Knowing the fickleness of the 
human heart, David prayed in verse 18 that the 
Lord would ‘keep this forever in the thoughts of 
the intent of the hearts of [His] people’. May God 
make us passionate about making known this 
glorious message of salvation.

Many different evangelistic and ministry 
activities are in progress throughout the work of 
the Mission and we look to God for His blessing 
and enabling. We especially look forward to 
Bangor Convention over the Easter weekend.

We value prayer for a number of personnel who 
are struggling with challenging health issues. 
In particular, pray for Alistair and Yvette Park, 
as Alistair is currently in hospital recovering 
from a leg condition which has been severely 
debilitating. It could be several months before 
he is fully mobile again. We are grateful to 
Trevor Bennett, who retired in January, for his 
nine years of dedicated service, mainly along 
the Ards Peninsula in Northern Ireland. We 
wish Trevor, Yvonne and their family much 
blessing for the future.    
 
Thank you for your fellowship and support. 
We trust you enjoy reading this edition of the 
magazine. •

John Townend, 
General Director

a  M e S S a g e  f r O M  t h e  f a i t h 
M i S S i O n ’ S  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t O r
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These words, taken from John 11:25-
26, are invariably recited at hundreds 
of funerals throughout our country. 

They are rarely expounded, but perhaps a 
funeral is not the best time to do so.

the reSurrectiOn prOMiSe
‘He that believes in Me shall never die’.
To the atheist, agnostic, sceptic and humanist, 
this statement is nonsense. However these 
words bring such good news to a Christian’s 
funeral.

We are very body-orientated people! Look at 
the adverts and see the efforts to feed, clothe, 
preserve and generally satisfy the desires of 
the physical body. Even the greeting, “How 
are you?” invariably brings a body-orientated 
answer such as “Well, my back is a problem 
at the moment….” I once knew a chap who 
always answered the question “How are you?” 
by replying, “Redeemed!” But are we just a 
physical body? The human body is made up 
of chemicals and water, all made from dust 

(Genesis 3:19). The statement made at funeral 
services, “Ashes to ashes, dust to dust,” makes 
us question if that is all there is to you and me? 

Paul’s comments are helpful in getting the 
correct perspective between the body and 
the real person, referred to as ‘the soul’ (see 2 
Corinthians 4:16–5:1). In chapter 5:10 Paul 
further reminds us that we are answerable to 
God for what we have done whilst ‘in the body’. 
The physical body is the temporal part of us 
that is seen. Paul refers to it as a ‘tent’ that is 
going to be destroyed, but adds that there is 
another unseen part that is eternal – the soul. 
Sometimes it is referred to in scripture as the 
‘heart’. The humanists may be correct in saying 
the body has no such appendage as a soul, but 
they are wrong to assume that a soul has not 
been given a body to live in whilst on this earth 
(2 Corinthians 5:2-4). 

Every human being is made up of body and 
soul, but not the “human spirit” spoken of 
in reference to great feats of endurance etc., 

by Ron CollaRd

T h e  G o o d  n e w s 
o f  T h e 

R e s u R R e C T i o n

“I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord; he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; and 

whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.”

F i r S t  m a g a z i n e     0 4
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which can vary with the individual. However 
all individuals possess the Triune God’s 
characteristics, sometimes referred to as “the 
God shape”, which can never be satisfied until 
it is filled with God Himself, for we are made 
in His likeness.

The physical, natural body is just a temporary 
dwelling (Paul’s ‘tent’) for life on this earth, 
in comparison with the eternal, permanent 
building that Jesus has gone to prepare for His 
disciples. In 2 Corinthians 5:3-4 Paul speaks 
of the soul being in danger of being ‘naked… 
unclothed’ when the tent collapses, if it has no 
such permanent dwelling. Jesus said: ‘He that 
believes in Me has everlasting life’ ( John 6:47). 
Eternal life begins when the soul is born again 
of God’s spirit and, being eternal, has no end. 
The body as we know it (the earthly ‘tent’) will 
die, but the person (the real you) will never 
die. The resurrection promise holds good: the 
person ‘that believes in Me shall never die’.

the reSurrectiOn pOWer
‘He that believes in Me, even though he dies, 
he shall live’ gives rise to another problem for 
the unbeliever and for some Christians who 
reason that this death is referring to the soul. 
The original Greek in John 11:25 is: ‘Everyone 
who lives and believes on Me in no wise shall 
die for ever’. I suggest this refers to the body, 
not the soul! The body will die, but not for 
ever! The emphasis here is on the power that 
Jesus has to reconstitute a dead body at any 
time. Death is not permanent, no matter how 
the death of the body occurs (cp. Revelation 
20:13 speaking of the sea giving up its dead). 
God has the power to reconstitute a natural 
body – resurrection power (see 1 Corinthians 
15:42-44).

When Lazarus came from his tomb his body 
was not reconstituted into the body it would 

Jesus came out of His tomb 
on Easter Day leaving 

the grave clothes where 
they belonged. What 

resurrection power, power 
over the physical body as 

well as over the soul!  

S p r i n g  2 0 2 0   0 5
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be on the last day, because the person of 
Lazarus (his soul) had not separated from it. 
Jesus knew the whereabouts of Lazarus’ soul. 
It was still with the body, thus He described 
Lazarus as ‘asleep’. He only used the word 
‘dead’ ( John 11:14) for the sake of His body-
orientated disciples. Another example of 
Jesus referring to physical death as sleep is in 
Mark 5:39-40. A doctor would have signed 
Lazarus’ death certificate confidently, but a 
doctor cannot know the point at which the 
soul separates from the body. Jesus did and 
Jesus still does. Lazarus’ body was dead but his 
soul (the person of Lazarus) was still present. 
It was the person of Lazarus that responded 
to Christ’s command. He was still alive in his 
relationship with Jesus but was encased in a 
dead body. Notice Jesus’ next command, this 
time to the onlookers: ‘Loose him’ – get rid 
of the things belonging to the tomb so that 
Lazarus’ physical body could function again. 
An earthly picture of the resurrection on the 
last day! By contrast, Jesus came out of His 
tomb on Easter Day leaving the grave clothes 
where they belonged. What resurrection 
power, power over the physical body as well 
as over the soul! This is the same power that 
raised Jesus Himself from physical death. No 
wonder Paul wanted to know more about it 
(see Philippians 3:10a).

By raising Lazarus’ body from the dead in 
four days, Jesus simply accelerated the time 
element. Mary was quite correct in believing 
that Lazarus’ body would rise again ‘in the 
resurrection in the last day’ and in the fullness 
of God’s timing. But Jesus tells her that the 
timing is in His hands.
 
the reSurrectiOn perSOn
‘I am the resurrection and the life’ 
immediately identifies Jesus as God Himself. 
Remember the answer God gave to Moses 

at the burning bush when he asked what 
name he should quote as his authority for 
demanding the release of the Hebrews from 
bondage? ‘I AM WHO I AM,’ was the answer 
(Exodus 3:14). Dr Ellicott’s commentary 
states: “God’s nature cannot be declared in 
words and cannot be understood by human 
thought. God exists in such a way that His 
whole inscrutable nature is implied in His 
existence.”
 
God exists as nothing else does. He cannot 
be confined to a name, but the nearest one 
can get is simply: ‘I AM WHO I AM’. (The 
four Hebrew consonants that make up this 
phrase are Yod, He, Waw, and He, which 
form the Tetragrammaton from which we 
get the word Yahweh). How then can a fallen 
human being ever personally know a God like 
this? Only by His amazing condescension in 
becoming one of us; the incarnation; God in 
man; God in human terms. “Before Abraham 
was, I AM” ( John 8:58). Knowing then Who 
the resurrection is, can anyone question 
His resurrection promise, or doubt His 
resurrection power?

Our salvation and our future existence, both in 
this life and in the life to come, depend upon 
our relationship with the Person of Christ. 
Not a religion, nor a theological philosophy, 
nor a code of behavioural practices, nor a set 
of spiritual values, but an actual person who 
still lives and is working in His world even 
today. Do you know Him?

Note the last part of the text: ‘He that believes 
in Me, even though he dies he shall live, and 
he that believes in me shall never die’. Do you 
believe this? Are you certain of your own 
future, body and soul, from here to eternity? •

Ron is married to Elizabeth and lives in Yorkshire. 
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In the last issue, we discovered from the 
first three verses of this passage that Jesus 

is Lord of creation.  As we consider the second 
section, we learn that Jesus is Lord of salvation.

2. JeSuS iS lOrd Of SalvatiOn
Here Paul reminds the Colossians of four 
more truths about Christ: He is the head 
of the church, the firstborn from the dead, 
the fullness of God, and the reconciler of all 
things.

(iv) Christ – The Head of The Church
In verse 18 Paul says: ‘And he is the head of 
the body, the church.’ He is reminding the 
Colossian believers that the same one who 
is the creator and sustainer of everything is 
also the head of the church. When using the 
word church, Paul does not mean the building 

people attend each week, he means the people 
who are born again by God’s Spirit and are 
believing in Jesus Christ.

In calling Christ the head of the body, the 
church, Paul is saying that Jesus Christ is the 
ruler of the church. Just as the brain controls 
the body, so Christ controls the church. As the 
head, Christ is also the source of life for the 
church. As soon as the head is severed from the 
body, the life is gone. So it is with Christ and 
the church. A picture of this union between 
Christ and the church is found in John 15 
where Jesus describes Himself as the vine and 
His disciples as the branches. The branches 
must remain on the vine in order to draw 
nutrients and bear fruit. Likewise, believers 
must remain in union with Christ in order to 
bear fruit in their lives.

by GeoRGe Clayson

w h o  i s 
J e s u s 

C h R i s T ? 

PaRT 
2

C o l o s s i a n s  1 : 1 5 - 2 0
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Paul tells the church at Colosse that whatever 
the false teachers offer, it is nothing apart from 
Christ. He is the head of the church, the body 
of believers, and in Him alone they have life. 
Knowing this truth means that Jesus Christ 
must have His rightful place in every aspect 
of the church. Jesus must be preached, He 
must be loved, He must be obeyed, He must 
be proclaimed to those outside the church, He 
must be put on display in our lives.

Jesus Christ is the head of the church.

(v) Christ – The Firstborn From The Dead
Paul continues: ‘He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent.’

Paul is encouraging the Colossians 
about the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. He calls Christ ‘the 
beginning’ and then explains what 
he means by adding ‘the firstborn 
from the dead’. Paul is saying that 
Jesus Christ is the one who began 
the church, He started the new 
creation and He did this by His 
resurrection from the dead. 

Christ was the first to rise from the dead, and 
because of His resurrection the believers in 
Colosse could have assurance that they would 
have resurrection life as well. The resurrection 
of Christ guarantees the resurrection of 
believers. Jesus Christ was the first to be 
resurrected from the dead and when He 
returns the believers who have died will be 
resurrected too.

What this meant for the Colossian believers 
is also what it means for us who believe. Since 
Christ has risen from the dead, we can be sure 
that we too will be resurrected to new life.

Paul states the reason why this has happened: 
‘that in everything he might be preeminent.’ 
The purpose of Christ being the firstborn 
from the dead, the first to be resurrected, is 
so that He would have supremacy, the first 
place, the preeminence in everything. Both in 
creation and in salvation, Jesus Christ is the 
preeminent one.

Paul has more to share – he has not exhausted 
the attributes of Christ yet. 

(vi) Christ – The Fullness of God
In verse 19, Paul gives a powerful declaration 
of Christ’s deity: ‘For in him all the fullness 

of God was pleased to dwell’. 
The fullness of God, meaning 
all of God, was in Christ. God 
determined that the fullness of 
deity would dwell in a human 
body – God became a man: ‘For 
in him the whole fullness of deity 
dwells bodily’ (Colossians 2:9).

Paul is again reminding the 
Colossian church that Jesus Christ 
is the all-sufficient Saviour. They 
did not need to trust in anyone 
or anything outside of Him. This 

amazing truth means that the man who hung 
naked upon the cross to pay for sin had the 
fullness of God dwelling in Him. He was 
fully God and fully man. Jesus Christ is the 
divine Saviour.

Are you trusting in His death and resurrection 
to take away your sin? Is he your Lord and 
Saviour?

Although he has only scratched the surface 
with these seven truths, Paul concludes this 
part of his letter with one final truth.

Since christ 

has risen from 

the dead, 

we can be 

sure that we 

too will be 

resurrected to 

new life.
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(vii) Christ – The Reconciler of All Things
‘…and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 
peace by the blood of his cross.’

In this final verse of this section Paul speaks 
about the work of Christ, stating that God 
worked through Christ to reconcile all things to 
Himself. The word reconcile means to take away 
the hostility, to make enemies friends again, 
which is shown by the phrase ‘making peace’. 
The Lord Jesus was sent to make peace between 
the sinful creation and the Holy Creator.

Here the Colossians are reminded that all of 
creation, which was affected by the 
fall and needs to be reconciled to 
God, will one day be restored to 
perfection. Of course, this verse is 
not teaching universal salvation. 
Only those who repent and believe 
in Jesus Christ will be forgiven 
for their sins. The Bible is clear 
that without Christ there is no 
reconciliation; it is equally clear 
that there is a hell and tragically 
many people will go there.

But God in His grace has made a 
way to be reconciled back to Him. Paul tells 
us that Christ did this ‘through the blood of His 
cross’. By His death upon the cross, Jesus Christ 
paid for our sin, He took the punishment for 
our sin, He paid our debt in full.

The church at Colosse was being threatened 
by a heresy that said that Jesus Christ was 
not enough – they needed Christ and to 
keep certain Old Testament laws as well, 
they needed Christ and also a special kind of 
knowledge. But here it is clear that Christ is 
all a person needs: He has made reconciliation 
through the blood of His cross. Paul here is 

emphasising to the Colossian believers that 
salvation is found in Christ alone.

Do you have Christ? If you are relying upon 
your own goodness to take you to heaven, then 
you do not have Christ. But if you are trusting 
in Him alone and His shed blood to pay for 
your sin in full, then you have Christ.

What do we learn from these verses?

Jesus Christ is the Lord of creation and the Lord 
of salvation. He is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn over all creation, the creator 
of all things. He is before all things and in Him 

all things hold together, the head 
of the church, the firstborn from 
the dead, the preeminent one, the 
fullness of God, the reconciler of all 
things.

In five words: He is the all-sufficient 
Saviour.

If you have Jesus Christ you have 
everything; if you don’t have Jesus 
Christ you have nothing of eternal 
value. So, what should be our 
response in light of these truths 
about Jesus?

In the words of John Newton:
If asked what of Jesus I think,
Although my best thoughts are but poor; 
I say He’s my meat and my drink,
My life, and my strength, and my store,
My shepherd, my husband, my friend,
My Saviour from sin, and from thrall,
My hope from beginning to end,
My portion, my Lord, and my all.1  • 

1 What Think Ye Of Christ, Is The Test 
George works with The Faith Mission in the south-west 
of England.

By his death 
upon the 

cross, Jesus 
christ paid 
for our sin, 
he took the 
punishment 

for our sin, he 
paid our debt 

in full.



F i r S t  m a g a z i n e     1 0

God had declared 
Himself as Jehovah 

the provider, healer, banner, 
and great commander in 
the fight. Now in the work 
of the tabernacle, the word 
comes to Moses, Jehovah 
Maqeddash – ‘So shall ye keep 
My Sabbaths as a sign between 
Me and you throughout your 
generations, that ye may know 
that I am the Lord that doth 
sanctify you’ (Exodus 31:13). 
As the healing of Marah’s 
bitter waters was used to 

show them personal healing 
so the hallowed day spoke of 
their sanctification.  
It is in connection with the 
Sabbath this word first came 
in Genesis 2:3. Five hundred 
times it comes in the Old 
Testament and over 250 
in the New Testament.  So 
this name is not to be 
passed over and demands 
our consideration of its 
meaning.  The verb used is 
to hallow, sanctify, dedicate, 
consecrate; the adjective is 

holy and the noun is saint. It 
is describing times, places, 
objects and people with the 
thought always of withdrawal 
from common use to be set 
apart to God.

Under the old covenant, 
it was legal, conventional 
and symbolic by means 
of anointing, like for the 
priests being consecrated 
unto God.  Israel needed to 
be a separated people,  cut 
off from the idolatry and 

by h e Govan

Jehovah 
Maqeddash

t h e  L o r d  W h o 
S a n c t i F i e S  Y o u

exodus 31 and Leviticus 20
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immorality 
of the 
nations around.  Yes, 
they had their own land 
but were strictly prohibited 
from intermarriage with the 
heathen and had to keep true 
to the rite of circumcision, 
Sabbath keeping, and 
following all rites God had 
commanded between ‘clean’ 
and ‘unclean’. God was 
seeking to set out to His 

people how abhorrent every 
possibility of sin is to Him 
and how He was seeking to 
bring them into participation 
in His holiness (see Leviticus 
20:7-8, 23-26).

It is a tragedy of Israel’s 
history that they did not 
respond to obey this call to 
prove Jehovah to be their 
sanctifier.  They instead were 
allured into intermarriage 
with heathen nations and 
conformed to their customs, 
which led further downward 
to worship their gods!  The 
days of blessing that they 
knew were when they were 

seeking to follow God’s 
way of separation, but 

all their failure and 
decline can be 
traced to unholy 
compromise and 
alliances.  They 
refused to be 

wholly Jehovah’s 
and to trust 

absolutely His 
wisdom and love, 

accepting His will.  Instead 
they misrepresented Him to 
the Gentiles and profaned 
His holy name.

But in their darkest days, 
through prophets like 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel, new 
promises came of a new day 
when ceremonial would 
give way to the moral, 
shadow to substance and 

sanctification would be 
realised spiritually.  This 
would be individual and 
personal: internal and 
personal instead of external 
and formal.  Ezekiel, for 
example in chapter 36, 
promises cleansing from 
all idols and defilement, a 
new heart, new spirit, and 
enduement with the divine 
Spirit when recipients would 
be caused to walk in God’s 
path in obedience.

This promised new covenant, 
according to apostles, found 
its realisation in the salvation 
Jesus Christ provides for 
us.  In Him, we see holiness 
much higher than any in the 
Old Testament knew, and in 
His outpoured Spirit there is a 
power immeasurably beyond 
what they experienced.  The 
sanctification He provided 
is real and practical – an 
inner detachment from 
evil and sinful habits of 
heart and life, resulting in 
definite dedication of all 
our powers to God for His 
transformation, control and 
service.

This is beyond primary 
justification.  If conversion is 
the ‘strait gate’, sanctification 
is the ‘narrow way’ to which 
it leads.  Or, as another 
said, “holiness is true 
life”. Aspiration after holiness 
is the breath of the child of 

the SOul 
Sanctified 
includeS 

iMaginatiOn, deSire 
and affectiOn 

Being purified and 
inSpired By the 

hOly Spirit. 
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God; aversion to it questions 
how real they may be.

So, what does sanctification 
mean practically?  If we 
consider man being body, 
soul and spirit, sanctification 
has a function in each.  The 
spirit is the organ of God-
consciousness, receiving 
and responding to divine 
revelation.  The soul is the 
seat of natural emotions, 
affections and desires.  These 
are to be separated from 
common use and dedicated 
to God.  Sanctification of 
the body means lips, eyes, 
ears, hands and feet all are 
consecrated to God and 
controlled by His will.

The soul sanctified includes 
imagination, desire and 
affection being purified 
and inspired by the Holy 
Spirit.  The human spirit 
being sanctified would 
mean a humble and grateful 
adoration of God leading 
to positively responding to 
His will.  This is a searching 
and far-reaching analysis.  Is 
it not so, that many sincere 
Christians fall short of this 
ideal and are even hopeless 
of ever reaching it?  And yet 
the apostle stated: ‘This is 
the will of God, even your 
sanctification,’ and this is 
addressed to Christians 
in general. Sanctity is not 
optional, reserved for “elite”, 

not an honours graduation 
beyond the ordinary degree. It 
is not ours to choose, because 
our faith in Christ’s death for 
our sin, if genuine, involves 
radical separation from the 
will to sin.

So, how can this be?  Our 
vows, endeavours and prayer 
have been ineffective; our 
whole person is far from 
sanctified.  Loss of temper, 
indulging in gossip, becoming 
prey to wandering desire, and 
not careful enough about the 
truth is so often the case. Into 
this situation, how we need 
a new revelation of Jehovah. 
‘I am the Lord Who sanctifies 
you.’

Judged from the New 
Testament standpoint, there 
is a fullness of meaning, a 
largeness of hope, a certainty 
of fulfilment, beyond 
anything that was known 
before.  Sanctification is not 
a work of self-improvement 
that many have tried and 
failed in completely. But, 
just as we are indebted to 
Christ’s work on the cross 
for our justification, so are 
we indebted to His death 
and resurrection for our 
sanctification.  Paul teaches 
that in His death, there is 
a power of death to sin in 
us, and in His resurrection, 
a power of consecration to 
God.  Both become effectual 

in us through the Spirit, by 
faith (see Romans 6:1-14).

However, there is a 
condition.  One who is 
unwilling and unsurrendered, 
cannot believe 
effectually.  Trying to make 
ourselves holy is impossible, 
but we can recognise and 
acknowledge impurity 
in humble confession, 
expressing to God our 
complete willingness to 
be cleansed.  This reality 
will result in consecrated 
service.  To be willingly 
wholly His and go on to 
yield to Him unreservedly 
and accept Him irrevocably 
is what Christ our sanctifier 
calls us to.  Using the Old 
Testament typology we may 
say there is the dedication 
of the sacred house by 
surrender, the bringing in of 
the sacred ark by faith, and 
then the enthronement of 
Christ within by the Holy 
Spirit. When these things 
are honestly done, then the 
glory of the Lord will fill 
the house as of old.  Day 
by day through trust and 
obedience, maintaining 
openness of communication 
with the divine source of life 
and power, we will know it 
to be a glorious reality that 
our Jehovah is ‘the Lord who 
sanctifies’. •

Adapted from the writings of H E 
Govan
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Prophets are a feature of the later stages 
of the Old Testament during the period 

of decline in the behaviour and worship of 
the nation. Without question, the people of 
God were guilty of forsaking God, engaging 
in false worship, and adopting the practices of 
the surrounding godless nations; and that in 
spite of the fact that they had all the privileges 
that they needed in the form of a tradition, 
the Temple, the Priesthood and the Law. Their 
hearts strayed from God, yet in His mercy, 
God intervened with attempts at correction. 
The prophets are the spokesmen of that 
intervention.

The four Major Prophets – Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, and Daniel – represent a sequence 
of judgment, punishment, protection and 
restoration. The twelve Minor Prophets, who 
relate to the same historical events and national 

situations, echo the same sequence, but in a 
much more specific, concise and telling way.

What can we say about them as a set? Very 
little is known of each of these Minor Prophets 
so that the emphasis is really on what they say 
rather than who they are. They prophesy at 
different times, use different means and the 
details vary. Yet, their messages have a clear 
effect. For example, one interesting feature 
is that, historically, they come in bunches 
followed by a period of apparent silence. 
When God speaks He expects a response. 
What happens after God speaks depends 
on the nature of the response: where there is 
repentance it is followed by blessing but where 
there is refusal then there is judgment.

Much of what they say is couched in language 
and pictures known to their readers, for 

by howell Jones
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example ‘selling the poor for a pair of sandals’ 
(Amos 8:6), and yet the principles they 
contain have universal application. Because 
the situations are different, the 
message is adapted to that set of 
circumstances. In Jonah’s case it 
is personal, in Joel it is a national 
challenge; in Hosea it is tender 
pleading while Amos thunders: 
‘prepare to meet your God’. God’s 
Word and His message to us is 
specific, concise and demanding. 
He speaks ‘into’ as well as ‘to’ our 
precise situation and condition. 
And He expects a response.

That personalised aspect is a 
unique feature of the Christian 
faith: that almighty God speaks 
specifically to me in my situation 
and condition in words that 
are so applicable and which 
provide saving grace if I respond 
appropriately but condemn me if I reject 
their message. Hagar discovered this when 
she exclaimed: ‘Thou God seest me’ (Genesis 
16:13). It is a blessed truth, and the words of 
the hymn “O speak to me by name, O Master, 
let me know it is to me” are so reassuring.

Yet despite significant differences among them, 
there is a common theme running through all 
these Minor Prophets. Based on what He can 
see of the way the people are behaving and His 
discernment of what is going on in their hearts, 
they tell that God administers mercy through 
judgment. Wrong behaviour and apostasy 
has to be dealt with; and it can be dealt with 
effectively.

Their sins are easy to classify; they belong 
either to moral and social behaviour or to 
the practice of worship. Where the latter is 
concerned it is a matter of neglecting God, 

pretending to worship when their hearts are 
far away, or the more serious aspect of apostasy 
in adopting the gods of other nations such 

as Baal worship under Ahab. 
As far as their behaviour is 
concerned, God wants to see 
fairness, uprightness, absence of 
oppression and consideration of 
the welfare of other people.

So, these are the situations 
that the prophets address. But 
they do so through a process. 
Beginning with a warning and 
a declaration they are followed 
with a call to repentance and 
response which conveys clear 
evidence of change of heart. 
There is a way of redemption; 
there is a way of escape and true 
repentance will lead to blessing.

As we look at these twelve 
prophets, the first three (Hosea, Joel and 
Amos) represent God’s warning about 
their condition. The next six (Obadiah 
to Zephaniah) coming later and after the 
warnings have gone unheeded, speak of going 
through the process of God’s redemption – 
punishment, protection, purification – in a 
series of crises. The remaining three (Haggai, 
Zechariah and Malachi) are concerned with 
the new order that shall be where the promise 
is finally given that ‘to them who fear my 
name… the Sun of Righteousness will appear 
with healing in his wings’ (Malachi 4:2).

In the next issue, we will look more closely at 
these three phases as the God of judgment and 
grace speaks to and through individuals. • 

Howell lectured at Jordanhill College in Glasgow before he 
retired. He has been involved in informal Bible teaching 
in various contexts including  lecturing  at different Bible 
colleges. He leads the Bearsden and Milngavie Prayer Union.

When god speaks 
he expects a 

response. What 
happens after 
god speaks 
depends on 
the nature of 
the response: 
where there is 
repentance it 
is followed by 
blessing but 

where there is 
refusal then there 

is judgment.
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For the Christian the Bible stands as the absolute 
authority. It was authored by our all-knowing sovereign 
Lord who created the heavens and the earth. He knows 

our innermost needs and wants only the very best for us 
because He loves us. There are some important truths of the 
Bible that ought to be acknowledged and reaffirmed. 

by noRMan diCkson

The BiBle

A love leTTer
From God
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With this in mind, do we believe the Bible is 
the infallible, inerrant Word of God, necessary 
for daily life, and base all our decisions on 
what God’s Word says? A study of the Scottish 
Covenanters of the 17th century reveals how 
deep a sacrifice was demanded from those 
who held the Word of God higher than the 
required loyalty to a king. When an eighteen-
year-old girl was asked to recant her faith and 
allegiance to the Bible in return for the sparing 
of her neck from the hangman’s noose, she 
responded: “I have an allegiance to my God 
and His Word. It is my delight.”

the Bible is our Source of 
truth and freedom
Pilate asked Jesus: ‘What is truth?’ Many have 
tried to find the answer to this in their own 
wisdom, and admitted failure. In today’s age 
of information, thousands of pages of material 
are produced on just about any subject. But 
with all of this we are still, in our human 
ability, unable to rationalise what truth really 
is: ‘ever learning and never able to come to a 
knowledge of the truth’ (2 Timothy 3:7).

In John chapter 8 we read of the discussions 
Jesus had with some ‘learned’ men who were 
questioning His teachings. Jesus gives the 
first step that is necessary – ‘If you hold on 
to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 
Then you will know the truth and the truth 

will set you free’. We know the 
truth through the Word 

as the Holy Spirit 
teaches us and gives 

insight, knowledge 

god’s Word is infallible
Some words listed in the thesaurus for 
‘infallible’ are indisputable, sure, trustworthy, 
honest, certain, reliable, true and unfailing. 
The best definition I have come across is: “The 
Bible is God’s infallible Word, the only rule of 
faith and practice”. Since God wrote it, and He 
is perfect, then the Word is perfect. ‘The law of 
the Lord is perfect’ (Psalm 19:7).

god’s Word is inerrant
Inerrant means it is free from any falsehood 
or mistake. It is true and completely reliable, 
incapable of error. There are no conflicts or 
contradictions because it is authored by a God 
‘who cannot lie’. ‘Thy word is truth’ ( John 17:7). 

god’s Word is authoritative
As God’s children it should be our final word, 
our only standard of authority on which 
matters of life and eternity can be measured, 
determined and settled. The Old Testament 
has over 2000 direct declarations as ‘spoken 
from God’. Many times Jesus confirmed the 
authority of the Word. Its authority is for 
today, for all time and for eternity (see Psalm 
119:89). Today this authority of God’s Word is 

challenged. Every day we come into contact 
with some who refute or disregard the 

Word. Let us not forget that Satan is 
at work doing everything he can to 

lure people away from its power 
and influence in their lives.

inerrAnT meAns iT is Free From Any 
FAlsehood or misTAke. iT is True 
And compleTely reliABle, incApABle 
oF error. There Are no conFlicTs or 
conTrAdicTions BecAuse iT is AuThored 
By A God ‘who cAnnoT lie’.
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and understanding. What a privilege God 
has afforded us, as He opens our eyes in 
understanding the truth in His Word.

the Bible is the Source of 
Knowing god’s Will
Any proposed method regarding how we can 
know the will of God must have its basis in 
the Word of God. First and foremost we are 
saved by the Word. It is God’s will that we 
live a Spirit-filled life, living every moment 
in the conscious presence of Jesus Christ, our 
thoughts and actions being controlled by His 
Spirit. God desires us to be pure and holy and 
this requires being submissive to His Word 
continually (see 2 Peter 3:18).

the Bible is the Source of 
growth in our christian life
We will grow in our walk 
with our Lord according to 
the amount of time and 
dedication we place on 
studying, meditating 
and learning God’s 
Word. When we are 
not growing it can 
almost always be traced 
to a failure of being in 
God’s Word. We wish 
we had more faith? The 
Bible tells us that ‘faith comes 
by hearing, and hearing by the Word 
of God’ (Romans 10:17). Going to church, 
listening to messages and teaching are good, 
but not a substitute for personal time in 
God’s Word allowing God to speak to us 
individually. We do not want to be weak and 
stunted Christians who are not able to cope 
when attacked by ‘the wiles and deceits of the 
devil’ or when going through trials. The Bible 
is alive and produces life: ‘the Word of God is 
living and active’ (Hebrews 4:12). The Word 

declares itself to be ever-powerful and alive for 
the use and application of its principles in the 
Christian’s life.

The one requirement that is ours is to seek 
Him in the pages of His book by ongoing 
consistent reading and study. When we 
discipline ourselves to be exposed to its 
teaching, our relationship with God is 
strengthened and our life is filled with His 
principles. Our Christian lives should mirror 
that of a growing child of God.

Numerous reasons can be used to justify a 
lack of commitment to the Word – work 
commitments, family duties etc. Satan will 
do his utmost to keep us away from our main 

source of strength; it is a key part in 
his strategy. If we fail to use the 

power of the Spirit and do 
not allow Him to teach us 

and lead us through the 
Word, our Christian 
life and testimony can 
only flounder and fail. 
Our greatest example 
was Jesus Himself. His 

teaching and guidance 
to His disciples was 

always from and supported 
by Scripture. 

Can we set aside time each day, learning 
more of our Heavenly Father, more about 
His unending love for us from His Word? 
At times all of us fail to get into the Word; 
but the wonderful thing is that our heavenly 
Father shows forgiveness, grace and patience 
as He lifts us back up and helps to get us into 
His Word in a new way. • 

Norman is from Glasgow and originally wrote this as 
a series of four articles for Drumchapel Baptist Church.

We Will 
groW in our 

Walk With our 
lord according to 
the amount of time 
and dedication We 
place on studying, 
meditating and 
learning god’s 

Word.
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The first and obvious thing is that 
there must be a quiet time. No one 
can say for another what time in the 

best because our circumstances and duties 

are so infinitely varied. Some will find early 
morning most convenient, others, late night, 
and others again have time at their disposal 
during the day; but it should be fixed. We 
organise our study, our meals, our recreation, 
our sleep, but we leave the needs of our souls 
to take care of themselves as and when they 

can. Some are able to give more time and 
some less but all of us must give some 

time. We need to do something about 
setting a time.

There should be a quiet place 
but for some this may present 
a problem. It may be difficult 
for you to get away alone at a 
given hour each day but at least 
the effort should be made. If, 

in spite of all efforts, aloneness 
proves to be impossible, then the 

next best thing must be 
done. One may be able 
to be alone and yet the 

place may not be quiet. 
Such circumstances will 

make a special demand on 
one’s power of concentration. 

To derive the fullest benefit 
from the season of meditation you 
must close the doors of your mind to 
everything else.

The Use of the Bible 
in the Quiet Time

by dR GRahaM sCRoGGie
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but to nourish and build up one’s own soul. 
The idea of getting ready for a service draws 
attention away from our own personal need. 
Make it clear to yourself each day that you are 
not able to help anyone by neglecting yourself. 
The object of the quiet time should be self-
examination and self-renewing. This personal 
element is very prominent in the Psalms.

We also need to consider a simple, practical 
and effective method. You can do 

this on a small or a greater scale. 
You may decide to meditate 

for a month on the great 
texts of the Bible or a 
Psalm, or great passages 
of the Bible such as John 
17, 1 Corinthians 13, 
Hebrews 11, or you may 

prefer to take a book. 
Work carefully through 

them, reading them over 
and over again until like rain 

they saturate your thirsty soul. 
Variety is necessary for the maintenance 

of interest.

Make your reading and study practical. Your 
object in the quiet time is not so much to 
gather information as inspiration, and so you 
should discover what is the application of 
what you read to your present circumstances 
and need. Turn the truth into terms of life 
and use the Word to light and feed the fire 
of devotion. Remember, you cannot lead 
anyone higher than you yourself have gone. 
You cannot enrich anyone beyond your own 
actual experience of God, hence the absolute 
necessity of the Bible in the quiet time. • 

Taken from ‘The Quiet Time’ edited by Frank Houghton, 
who went to China with the China Inland Mission in 
1920 and was general director at the time when CIM 
had to leave China in 1951.

The next requirement is a right attitude of soul. 
There should be stillness within. If our soul is 
like a storm-tossed sea, if we are beaten about 
like a bird in a hurricane, if we rush into the 
divine presence as a horse into the battle, what 
hope is there of accomplishing anything in the 
short time at our disposal? Perhaps you are 
asking: should not the quiet time meet such a 
state as this and produce in us the calm which 
we do not bring to it? Yes, if we recognise that 
as our need and go to Him about it 
being very definite about it. 

How oft in the conflict, when 
pressed by the foe,
I have fled to my Refuge 
and breathed out my woe;
How often when trials like 
sea billows roll,
Have I hidden in Thee, 
O Thou Rock of my soul.

The secret place is for such but 
that state calls for prayer rather than 
Bible study. The Christian life does not 
consist in trying to keep our souls fit, but in 
being so fit that we are spiritually equipped for 
the maximum accomplishment. ‘Be still and 
know that I am God’ (Psalm 46:10).

Expectancy is another requirement. It is the 
eager soul that will be made glad. If we will 
expose all our soul to the Holy Spirit, we 
shall have many a thrilling surprise. We must 
be unhurried. Fifteen minutes will be much 
better than an hour of restless reading of the 
Word.

The next thing that matters is that you have 
an object. If you aim at nothing you are sure 
to hit it. Purpose should be behind all action: 
in all we do, we should have an end view. The 
quiet time should not be to prepare addresses 

Your object in 
the quiet time is 

not so much to gather 
information as inspiration, 
and so you should discover 
what is the application of 

what you read to your 
present circumstances 

and need.
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Near the end of last year’s session 
at Faith Mission Bible College, 
students were asked to read 

‘Channel of Revival’ – a biography of Duncan 
Campbell by Andrew Woolsey – and reflect 
on the significance of prayer in relation to 
revival. These are some of their responses. 

“A A Woolsey relates that “some of the most 
vivid outpourings of the Spirit during the revival 
came” when a young man called Donald – a 
“front-line prayer warrior” – was asked to pray. 
His prayer, speaking of the throne in heaven 
in the fourth chapter of Revelation was: “O 
God, there is power there, let it loose!” Prayer 
is a relational thing. The same young lad, when 
being approached by Duncan Campbell and 
being in prayer, said: “I’m having an audience 
with the King.” All he said was “Father” and the 
presence of God was felt to such an extent in the 
room that everyone “was melted to tears”. Such 
was the relational experience he had with God 
that his simple-worded prayer was able to move 
heaven. At another prayer meeting a man got up 
to pray and reminded God of His Word in Isaiah 
44:3. He told God that it wasn’t happening. He 
proceeded to tell God of his availability to Him 
and challenged Him to keep His honour by 
keeping his Word. He prayed: “I challenge You 
to fulfil Your covenant engagement and do what 
You have promised to do”. The house shook after 
he had prayed. Prayer can literally move earth.”

“…the revival activities in Scotland have shown 
that God blesses persistent prayers. This also 
entails that people have to give up certain 
comforts and place more emphasis on prayer 
than on their own personal needs. When 
reading about the revival I was personally 
challenged to place more emphasis on prayer. 
In my own life I have experienced that it is all 
too easy to neglect prayer and to concentrate 
on things that seem to be more urgent than 
interceding for the winning of souls. When 
reading about the wonderful acts of God 
during the Scottish revival I was reminded that 
prayer and a close connection with God play an 
integral part in the life of a Christian who wants 
God to move powerfully among the people that 
he or she has a burden for.”

“During a time of deepened prayer and faith, 
and promises received by ministers, two ageing 
women in Barvas prayed eagerly for their 
land. Though they were not able to attend 
church, Peggy and Christine were devoted to 
prayer. In time, they also received a promise 
from God: ‘I will pour water upon him that is 
thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground’… it has 
to be noted that the promise they received 
was the word that God gave to Isaiah, who 
prophesied to Israel: ‘For I will pour water on 
the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground’ 
(Isaiah 44:3). Within its context, Isaiah moves 
on from Israel’s ignorance towards the Lord 

Reflections 
on Revival
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(Isaiah 42:18) and proclaims His message of 
future redemption (43:1). Although there is 
a warning at the end of chapter 43, this does 
not negate the mercy that God would show 
to His people if they only turn to Him (44:1-
3). Rather, 44:3 makes it clear that God will 
pour out His Spirit on His people without 
lack. The use of ‘thirsty’ is worth considering 
- there is an acknowledgement and willingness 
on the receiving end. If they are longing and 
thirsting, then they will receive an outpouring 
of the Spirit… Looking back to the 
events surrounding this period, 
then, shows how this prayer was 
answered. Just as the condition 
for an outpouring of ‘water’ was 
that they would thirst, the people 
of the church obviously had a real 
and urgent desire for the Spirit.”

“A few years back, when I was 
doing boxing training, I was 
reading Mike Tyson’s book – not 
exactly a man of Christian values 
in his youth! The point is, I was so 
inspired at the time that I put that 
book down on many occasions 
and was driven to go out there 
and then and pushed myself hard 
physically. ‘Channel of Revival’ is the only 
other book (apart from the Bible of course) 
that has stimulated me in such a way that I was 
compelled to put it down and act. This time 
taking to my knees, asking the Lord to open 
the eyes of the blind masses and by his Holy 
Spirit stir up the hearts of the people of this 
world. Unlike Tyson, Duncan Campbell was 
not a warrior of the flesh but of the spirit – a 
prayer warrior! Today we need more Duncan 
Campbells, but most of all I believe we need 
more Christians praying for revival within 
themselves, their communities and the world 
we live in.”

“On reading the accounts we cannot help but 
be amazed at how the Spirit swept through 
communities convicting and bringing many 
hundreds to repentance. Oh how we long for 
such manifestations today. However, in the 
modern church, prayer meetings are poorly 
attended compared to worship services, gifts 
of tongues and prophecy are yearned for in 
some settings, sound teaching is sought over a 
stirring prayer meeting. The role of prayer in 
the revivals in the Hebrides leads me to agree 

with Andrew Murray when he 
wrote: ‘Surely of all the gifts of the 
early church for which we should 
long there is none more needed 
than the gift of prayer – prayer 
that brings down the Holy Ghost 
on believers.’”

Prayer and revival are a central part 
of the Faith Mission’s ethos and 
heritage. It is a real encouragement 
to see our students’ hearts being 
warmed and inspired to seek great 
blessings from the Lord – seventy 
years after He did such great things 
in the Scottish islands. There is no 
doubt that many churches across 
the UK have experienced times of 

spiritual drought since then, but our God has 
not changed and neither has His promise. He 
has bound Himself to the Word of Scripture 
and will pour out refreshing streams of the 
Holy Spirit’s presence and power to quicken 
and sustain His people – when we humble 
ourselves and persevere in prayerfully seeking 
His glory above every other concern. Are you 
thirsty for God? Are you thirsty enough? Will 
you join us in praying for that spirit of prayer 
and revival to fall afresh on Faith Mission 
members and Bible College students? • 

Submitted by Ben Fiddian, FMBC lecturer.

‘Surely of all 
the gifts of the 
early church 
for which we 
should long 

there is none 
more needed 
than the gift 
of prayer – 
prayer that 
brings down 

the holy ghost 
on believers.’
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testimony

I Found 
the truth 

In the LIbrary

My mother was three years old when 
the knock came to the door. My 

grandfather, a religious man, answered and 
accepted the teachings of the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. It was 1942 when my family 
became trapped in this cult and sadly there 
was no turning back for them. When I was 
born in 1960, the family were now three 
generations into accepting the teachings from 
The Watch Tower Society.

Whilst growing up I held to their teachings, 
not celebrating birthdays, Christmas, Easter, 
Mothers’ or Father’s day etc. I very quickly 

learned the teachings that were taught to 
those who were involved with this religion. 
School was a difficult time as everyone would 
tease and often torment me over my beliefs; 
but that was fine, because I believed the 
Watchtower publications that taught me they 
would  soon all be dead when Armageddon 
came.

In 1973 we were told Armageddon was 
coming in 1975. My parents sold their home 
and we were sent from England to Scotland to 
preach wherever we were told we were needed 
the most. I met Paul when we attended the 

t e S t i M O n y  O f  e n a  y O u n g
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Kingdom Hall, the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
church. At this stage I was twelve and he 
was eighteen. At the age of fifteen we started 
dating, a year later we were engaged, and then 
we married when I was seventeen years old. 
Both our fathers were elders and Paul had 
worked his way up to become a ministerial 
servant (deacon). Just after we were married a 
lady in our congregation was excommunicated 
for apostasy. We went to visit her, something 
we were not really allowed to do, and she 
began to show us the false teachings 
in The Watchtower Society. I was 
shocked and refused to listen 
to her “lies”; but my husband 
wanted to know more and 
so he started to do some 
research.

He realised salvation was 
not in the organisation like we 
had been told, but it was solely 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. He then 
accepted Christ as his Saviour and was 
excommunicated. I really believed Satan had 
blinded him away from the truth, which was 
The Watchtower Society. I was devastated as 
we had only been married just over a year.

As a good faithful Jehovah’s Witness I carried 
on going to the meetings and visiting around 
the doors. I wanted to worship ‘Jehovah’ 
with all my might and promised myself I 
would always love him and never leave his 
organisation. When a person leaves The 
Watchtower Society, you can no longer have 
any fellowship with them – you must shun 
them and never speak to them again.

For four years my family and friends shunned 
my husband, Paul. This had a huge impact 
on my life which caused me to struggle with 

it all. We couldn’t talk about spiritual things 
at home because it was forbidden. I decided 
to do some research and prove to Paul that he 
was wrong and bring him back to the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. But the more I researched, the 
more I was proving myself wrong. Jehovah’s 
Witnesses are never encouraged to read the 
Bible unless they read it along with their 
publications, so that they do not go into 
darkness. 

One particular night I was depressed 
and started reading the Bible 

on its own. Having read 
something that bothered me, 
for some reason I asked Paul 
what it meant. He started 
telling me things I had 
never heard before. I was 

soaking it up but I became 
afraid. I decided to have a 

discussion with my uncle, but 
nothing anyone said could help 

me. God was slowly opening my eyes to 
the truth. 

I still struggled with the Trinity and I couldn’t 
understand the deity of Christ. So I went to 
the library and asked for a Greek interlinear 
Bible. They couldn’t find one but brought me 
a Hebrew Bible with the English underneath. 
I opened it at Romans 10:9: ‘if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus’ and 
underneath the word ‘Lord’ it said ‘Yahweh’. 
It was then that God fully opened my eyes. I 
knew there and then that Jesus was God, God 
the Son. 

Suddenly everything became clear and I 
accepted Christ as my Saviour right there in 
the library. Paul and I were united once again, 
but this time both in the love of Christ. • 
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Ludwig Steil was born 
into a Christian 
family on 29 October, 

1900. At the age of eighteen 
he went to study theology in 
Bonn, afterwards becoming 
pastor to the evangelical 
community of Holsterhausen, 
a district of Herne in North 
Rhine-Westphalia. When 
Ludwig preached a series 
on the book of Revelation, 
copies of his sermons were 
sent secretly to the German 
soldiers at the front.

So it was that Ludwig came 
very early into conflict 
with National Socialism, 
which resulted in ongoing 
intimidation and repression. 
As early as 1933 a plan was set 
about to disrupt an assembly 
of his parish and to physically 
attack the pastor, but his 
congregation protected 
him. He was a suspect of the 
Gestapo and in 1938 no fewer 
than five criminal procedures 

were brought against him. 
In the summer of 1944 he 
lectured on behalf of “persons 
under attack” where he spoke 
out against the Nazi regime. 
This led to his arrest on 11 
September, 1944. After being 
detained in the police prison, 
in December he was deported 
to Dachau where he died. 

On 5 October, 1944, he wrote 
to his wife, Gusti: “At my meal 
just now I was gladdened 
by the beautiful design of 
a laurel leaf floating in my 
soup. I let it lie on the edge of 
the plate while I was eating 
and marvelled over its tracery 
of veins and its perfect form. 
Thus does God remind us of the 
beauties of His kingdom even 
in an environment lacking in 
everything that is lovely and 
harmonious. Not a day passed 
on which I have not had reason 
to give thanks. Even though 
now I have to prepare my 
pallet on the floor as early as six 

o’clock in the evening because of 
darkness and have to lie on it 
for twelve hours, I find joy in 
the prospect of arising.”

He was kept locked in his cell 
even during air-raid alarms. 
On 7 October he describes 
a heavy attack: “Yesterday, 
Friday, from half past eight in 
the evening we spent an hour 
in hell, or at least in a furnace, 
but the Saviour was with us. 
He heard our supplications. It 
still seems like a miracle to me.”

14 October
“Today is the thirty-fourth day 
of my imprisonment and every 
day I still have reason enough 
to give thanks for the ways of 
God with His children. I have 
peace and quiet… as long as the 
picture of you and Brigitte (his 
daughter) remains constantly 
before my inner eye, I have no 
anxiety about your ways or my 
ways, for we go in the peace of 
God.”

Seventy-five years ago, on 17 January 1945, 
ludwig Steil died in a concentration camp in dachau, 

twelve miles north west of Munich in southern germany. 

Letters from a 
Concentration Camp
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 16 October
“This difficult time, which 
has separated us just when 
we needed each other most, 
will – may God grant it so 
– bring about a time of real 
blessing. Then we shall be able 
to say with Job, but conversely: 
‘What? Shall we receive evil at 
the hand of God, and shall we 
not receive good?’ Everything 
comes from Him. Never before 
has he led me to adore Him 
and praise Him… I have an 
equally great certainty now 
that we three are sheltered in 
the hands of God.”

17 October
“They cannot take from us 
anything of that which God 
has given us, and this makes me 
very calm and happy. It would 
be indescribably wonderful if we 
could be with each other again 
on our wedding anniversary 
and we may indeed urgently 
pray for that. But if it is not to 
be, let us in this too recognise the 
will of God and wait further for 
the day on which He will open 
the gates.”

11 november 
“Last night I lay awake for an 
hour and had many questions 
to put to God. They were posed 
not in the spirit of challenge, 
but only out of longing for an 
answer. Suddenly the verses of 
a long-forgotten hymn sung in 
East Berlin rang in my ears 
and silenced me, ‘Oh, that thou 

couldst believe, then wouldst 
thou wonders see, for by thy 
side forevermore, thy Saviour 
then would be.’”

On 14 November, his 
wife wrote to the Gestapo 
inquiring if there was any 
prospect of her husband’s 
release. She was to convey to 
him the reply that his way led 
to the concentration camp 
and on 15 November he 
wrote: “If for a time now we 
are outwardly to be completely 
separated, let us not forget that 
the shortest road by which we 
can meet passes before the heart 
of God. God’s children journey 
inviolable, garbed in light – 
even to Dachau.”

To his daughter on 23 
November he wrote: “It is 
now a week since I wrote to 
you. Today it is almost too dark 
to write because the sun is not 
willing to come out. Thank you 
for your chatty letter, which 
gave me great pleasure... you 
tell me about the gymnastics 
at Aunt E’s. You must not be 
downcast when, in the process 
of learning, something new 
does not go easily right away. 
Your father is being reminded 
that he must learn anew, 
as a prisoner, to maintain a 
cheerful heart and to say to 
the good Lord, ‘Hence I wait 
silently, Thy word holds no 
deceit. Thou knowest the way 
for me: that doth suffice.’”

At the beginning of 
December, Ludwig along with 
other prisoners was sent to 
Dachau, which, in 1933, was 
one of the first concentration 
camps to be opened. Here 
prisoners lived in constant 
fear of brutal treatment. There 
were 32,000 documented 
deaths and thousands that are 
undocumented. 

In his only letter from the 
camp, he writes:  “I am greatly 
consoled to know the three of us 
to be sheltered in God’s hand. 
He has preserved you thus far… 
greet my congregation for me… 
where will God’s way lead us 
to? But He Himself stands 
always at the end of the road. 
That restores us. Write me 
about Brigitte too. Greetings 
and kisses to you and to her.”    
Your Ludwig

An entry in the diary of 
another prisoner at Dachau 
completes Ludwig’s story:
“Pastor Steil of Westphalia 
is dead! He became ill with 
a fever and was put into the 
infirmary. He was lying quiet 
wrapped in his blankets full 
of inward happiness. He said: 
‘My heart is completely at rest 
in the peace of God.’” 

Gusti Steil remembered 
the words of comfort her 
husband would share with his 
fellow prisoners: “God lets us 
sink but not drown.” • 
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Interview

FM: Could you tell us a little 
about your upbringing and how 
you became a Christian? 
Wayne: I grew up in a nominal 
Catholic, New York Italian 
family. We went to church every 
Sunday but never talked about 
Jesus! I believe I first heard 
the gospel through a friend at 
university who clearly laid out the 
biblical testimony of God’s love 
and grace toward me in Christ. 
I think I was more familiar with 
who Jesus was as Saviour than I 
was with who I was as a sinner. I 
had been taught that being a part 
of the institutional church was 
my means of salvation rather than 

through personal faith and trust 
in the shed blood of Jesus for my 
sins.

FM: While growing up, what kind 
of career did you think you would 
pursue?
Wayne: I trained at Stevens 
Institute of Technology in 
Hoboken, New Jersey, and 
received a bachelor degree in 
Ocean Engineering in 1983. I 
always wanted to work somewhere 
around the ocean/sea environment 
and went to work for the US 
Department of Defence doing 
acoustic research with the US 
Navy’s nuclear submarines.

i n t e r v i e W  W i t h
 W a y n e  S u t t O n

Wayne Sutton, one of the speakers at 
The Faith Mission Convention in Bangor, Northern Ireland, 

gives us a little insight into his life and ministry.

i had Been 

taught 

that Being a 

part Of the 

inStitutiOnal 

church WaS 

My MeanS Of 

SalvatiOn 

rather than 

thrOugh 

perSOnal 

faith and 

truSt in the 

Shed BlOOd 

Of JeSuS fOr 

My SinS.

F i r S t  m a g a z i n e     2 6



S p r i n g  2 0 2 0   2 7

FM: What was the process as to how 
you became a pastor, and particularly in 
Scotland? 
Wayne: As a young engineer working just 
outside of Washington, DC, I became 
involved in a great church called McLean 
Bible Church. I quickly became a part of 
a young adult ministry and began serving 
on the leadership team. As time went on I 
became more and more involved in leading 
corporate worship and teaching the Bible – as 
well as meeting one-to-one with other men 
in discipleship. The church then sent me to 
seminary as a part of a pastoral internship 
programme that they were running and, 
as a part of that, I came to Scotland to do a 
ministry placement at Carrubbers Christian 
Centre in the summer of 1990. While in 
Edinburgh, the leaders of the church asked 
if I would consider returning at the end of 
my seminary training to lead the youth and 
student work at the church, which I did, 
returning to Scotland in the summer of 1991 
– and I’m still here!

FM: Tell us a little bit about your family?
Wayne: I am married to Sarah, who was 
born in Bury St Edmunds in England and 
moved to Scotland when she was twelve. 
Sarah is an occupational therapy manager and 
practitioner at the Astley Ainsley Hospital in 
Edinburgh. We have two daughters – Rachel, 
who is married and is a physiotherapist, 
and Naomi, who is a third-year student at 
Edinburgh University.

FM: How do you balance being a busy pastor 
with a large congregation and spending time 
with the family?
Wayne: With great difficulty, gutsy decision 
making, and a total commitment to the 
priority of my biblical responsibility as a 
husband and father!! I don’t always get the 

balance right, but I have fought for this 
throughout the years – having seen the 
devastating effects of bad ministry/life/
family choices by those in full-time Christian 
work.

FM: Has there been a time while involved in 
Christian work that you felt like giving up, 
and how did you deal with this?
Wayne: Yes, this is a regular occurrence, I’m 
afraid! The most acute time was during a 
period of breakdown and burnout in 2003 
when I was on long-term sick leave for almost 
a year. I never thought I would return to the 
ministry, however by God’s grace, a supportive 
church and family and a God-enabled capacity 
to trust Him for great things, I returned to the 
ministry after almost a year off.

FM: What book, apart from the Bible, has 
had a huge influence on your life?
Wayne: There are many. However, I would 
say that J I Packer’s ‘Knowing God’ was a big 
influence on me in my early Christian years. 
During my breakdown and wilderness years, 
Hudson Taylor’s two-volume biography by 
his son, Howard Taylor, was a lifeline of hope 
and grace. For ministry, I have benefitted 
greatly from the works of John MacArthur, 
Tim Keller and Ravi Zacharias.

FM: Looking back over the history of the 
church, is there one person in particular you 
have a great admiration for?
Wayne: Barnabas – the encourager!

FM: What do you most enjoy about Scotland?
Wayne: The beautiful landscape of the 
Highlands, the stunning history-soaked 
city environment and vibrancy of the city 
of Edinburgh, and the challenges and 
opportunities to live for, and represent, Jesus 
Christ in this generation. •
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“If only we had more time we could do so 
much more to help these young adults.”  

This was our conversation on the way home 
one evening after a meeting with a group of ten 
16-20 year olds. It was three months since camp 
had ended and the group had requested a more 
regular get-together to keep contact throughout 
the year rather than going from one camp to 
the next without seeing anyone.  Many of them 
came from rural churches with no youth group 
and so saw this as a small lifeline to keep them 
accountable until camp again the following 
year. The conversation continued: “If we could 
do this full-time there could be more of these 
groups, more help given and more lifelines made 
throughout the year, not just in the summer.” So 
we approached The Faith Mission and, in April 
2017, FM Transition was born.

FM Transition was the name given to this new 
ministry within The Faith Mission because so 
many of the young people we worked with went 
through transitions in their life at school, work, 
university, friendships, family issues, sickness, 
marriage and children before they turned thirty 
years old. Every transition is a chance for the devil 
to launch an attack on their lives and we wanted 
to be people who stand in the way of him gaining 
any ground, and point these young adults to 
Jesus, the Rock who can be counted on in every 
transition they face.

Our mission is to  encourage  young people in 
their daily lives,  impact  them with the Gospel 
of Jesus and  inspire  them to play their part in 
building the Kingdom of God. We decided to 
use Jesus’ model of reaching people while He 
was here on earth as an effective model for our 
ministry: He reached the multitudes, the seventy-
two, and the twelve.

First of all He reached the multitudes and taught 
them at every opportunity.  Social  media  has 
made this possible for us, so we are on Facebook, 
Instagram and YouTube to spread the good 
news. We produce a short devotional video called 
‘Spark’ every Wednesday night, which is available 
to view and currently reaches many people who 
have no other church connection.  One young 
lady who we know messaged to say that she has no 
faith background but watches ‘Spark’ weekly and 
looks up the BIble to read what we are referring 
to. It is encouraging to see the media aspect of our 
ministry reach people with whom we otherwise 
have no connection. 

From the multitudes, Jesus worked with 
smaller groups of people teaching them the 
gospel.  We love getting out among people in 
different  meetings  and settings and teaching 
them the good news that Jesus has told us. This 
ranges from Prayer Union visits to university 
Christian Unions, from church groups to our 
regular camp meet-up groups throughout the 
year. It is brilliant to be able to encounter so many 
people from different backgrounds, organisations 
and denominations, telling them about Jesus and 
encouraging His people in their walk with the 
Lord. Our regular meet-up groups are a particular 
highlight of each month, where we get to meet in 
a smaller group with our young people and help 
them face struggles and share highlights with 
them.  We currently have groups in Belfast and 
Omagh called ‘Meet Up’ and would love to see 
this grow. If you live in Northern Ireland and have 
a group of young people that you would like to 
see begin a Bible study, get in touch with us.

And finally Jesus had His twelve disciples who He 
spoke with regularly.  We have been mentoring 
several young adults who have particular 

by Jonny and 
aMy lennox
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struggles in their life, but who we know with a 
bit of encouragement and support could make it 
through the other side. We have stood alongside 
some who, with tears running down their faces, 
were thinking they couldn’t go on. It’s a joy to see 
them coming out the other side, and in a stronger 
relationship with their God.  It is helpful for them 
to see God at work in their lives and the fruit that 
comes from sticking with God in their struggles 
and ‘[coming] forth as gold’.  

One night at a youth camp, a young girl sat curled 
in a ball in bed sobbing her heart out, telling Amy 
about a situation she was going through, feeling as 
though God had no interest in her. She wouldn’t 

even look Amy in the eyes. Two years later, after 
many heart-to-heart chats and numerous cups of 
coffee, she went on to Bible college to learn how 
to help others. This is only one of many stories we 
have experienced from this side of our ministry.

We are so thankful to God for this opportunity 
and for the past two and a half years that He has 
helped and blessed us in this area of work.  We 
look to Him for clear vision for the future and 
appreciate the prayers and support of His people as 
we continue on helping the younger generation. •

Connect with FM Transition at 
www.facebook.com/fmtransition

On Thursday 28 November we marked 
the 100th anniversary of Blackhill Prayer 

Union, near Garvagh in County Londonderry. 
It was to this rural area that Mr Fullerton and 
Mr Collins came for a five-week mission, 16 July 
- 20 August 1919.

The First World War had ended some months 
previously and people were trying to slowly 
rebuild their lives. Yet it was evident that God 
was building His Kingdom during this outreach, 
as many in this country district responded to 
the gospel. A prayer meeting had existed prior 
to the mission, being led by Mr John Torrens; 
but it was shortly after this that new converts 
gathered to form the Prayer Union. Amongst 
that number was a young lady of about twenty 
years of age, Miss Maggie Gilmore. At the 70th 
anniversary celebration of the Prayer Union in 
1989, she testified very clearly and also told those 
gathered about some outstanding missions in 
the district. One of these was conducted by Miss 
Best and Miss Hawthorne, commencing on 

Sunday 9 October and continuing until Sunday 
18 December 1960 – a total of ten weeks! 
Interestingly, many of the pilgrims stayed with 
the grandparents of the current Prayer Union 
representative, Mr John Wilkinson.

The Word of God has touched the lives of many 
generations across this community and we can 
say with the psalmist, ‘This is the Lord’s doing; 
it is marvellous in our eyes’. As Prayer Union 
members were joined by friends to mark this 
special occasion, we were inspired by listening 
to various people share and the challenging 
ministry from Trevor Matthews, recently retired 
Director of FM Ireland.

We all enjoyed a lovely supper after the warm 
Christian fellowship. Much has changed in our 
society in the last one hundred years, but God 
remains the same and is still able to save and 
revive. We are thankful that He still answers 
prayer and for the commitment of those who 
gather in the Prayer Unions to seek His face. •

Blackhill Prayer Union 
100th Anniversary
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BaNGoR 
coNveNTioN
easTeR 2020

fRiday 10  - Tuesday 14 aPRil

www.faithmission.org

How do you read and apply 
the book of Psalms? Exploring 
fifteen pairs of psalms that 
represent various ‘types’ 
– some familiar and some 
often ignored – this book 
shows how Jesus fulfils them 
and, because they point to 
Him first and foremost, will 
transform how you read them.

This year-long devotional takes 
365 questions asked in the New 
Testament, and shows you how 
to change your focus, reorder 
your affections, and reprioritize 
your loves. It will inspire you to 
action and it will compel you 
to love God and others more 
fervently and selflessly.

Packed full of warmth 
and wisdom, this book 
will set anyone up for a 
lifetime of living for Jesus. 
Mentoring questions 
are included for each 
chapter, so it’s also an 
ideal resource to use in 
one-to-one discipleship 
with younger believers.

B O O K  r e v i e W S 

Psalms for You Need to Know Inspired Questions: 
A Year’s Journey Through 

the New Testament

Christopher Ash
Good Book Company

£9.99

Gary Millar
Good Book Company

£7.99 Brian J Wright 
Christian Focus, £12.99

Joe Barnard

Victor maxwell

robert murdock 

graeme orr

speakers expected:

Wayne Sutton

John townend
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edinBurgh cOnventiOn

Sun 28 June
- fri 3 July

faith MiSSiOn
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An adventure 
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teaching
holidAy for 
16-25 yeAr olds ReJuvenaTe is an 
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bibliCal TeaChinG…
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28 June - 3 July 
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charleS price

faithmission.org/edinburgh


