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During these increasingly dark and 
uncertain times it is good to know 

that ‘the Lord God Omnipotent reigns’ 
(Revelation 19:6). But what is God doing? 
The truth is that we do not know the whole 
answer to that question. However, we can 
be certain that He remains in control, is 
working out His purposes and is certainly 
shaking the ruling powers of the world. 
Second Chronicles 7:13-14 indicates that 
inherent in God’s purpose is a wake-up call to 
those who have neglected and forsaken Him. 
If nothing more, the current crisis is a clarion 
call for God’s people to pray for revival to 
once again touch our land. 

The restrictions imposed to deal with the 
Covid-19 virus have resulted in most of our 
events and ministry activities being cancelled 
for the coming months. However, many of 
our workers are seeing great opportunities as 
they share with people on a one-to-one basis 
via the phone, or over their garden walls etc. 
Many are also making great use of the internet 
by producing YouTube messages and utilising 
other forms of social media for ministry. Some 
are even preaching for churches which are 
holding their services using online platforms.  

The Bible College has been greatly affected 
by the current restrictions, with the 
students returning home on 19 March and 
the semester being completed by online 
tuition and assessments. Looking ahead, it is 
encouraging to have a number of applications 
for the next academic year and we trust it 
will be possible to return to a more normal 
programme at that time.  

Our bookshops and cafés all closed on 21 
March and will not reopen until the current 
restrictions are sufficiently lifted. The staff 
who worked in these and some administrative 
personnel have consequently been furloughed 
to safeguard their jobs; they will value prayer 
during these uncertain days. We are continuing 
to sell literature via our website, eBay and 
Amazon accounts and it is interesting to note 
that Bibles represent the majority of sales. This 
is perhaps an evidence that many are turning 
to the Word of God for answers to their fear 
and uncertainty. 

As we look to the future, we are delighted that 
Andrew and Carolyn Maybin and Wesley 
Brewer will be joining the work of The Faith 
Mission following their graduation from the 
Bible College later this summer. Andrew and 
Carolyn are to be based in their home area of 
Garvagh in Northern Ireland. Wesley will be 
working in the Cumbria area of England and 
will be based in or near Penrith. In addition to 
developing the Mission’s ministry throughout 
the county of Cumbria, Wesley will give a third 
of his time to working alongside Kirkby Stephen 
Evangelical Church. Please remember them all 
in prayer as they prepare to join us in the work. 

These days we are more conscious than ever of 
our need of the Lord’s leading and protection 
and the empowering of the Holy Spirit. Thank 
you for your fellowship and support in prayer. 
We trust you enjoy reading this edition of the 
magazine. •

John Townend, 
General Director

a  m e s s a g e  f r O m  t h e  f a i t h 
m i s s i O n ’ s  g e n e r a l  d i r e C t O r
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Where would you like to be one 
year from now? Think about 
your health, relationships, work, 

desires, and ambitions. Now, fast-forward 
twelve months. Picture the changes you would 
like to see. What would you like to improve? 
What would you like to disappear? What 
would you like to stay the same? Think about 
yourself, your family, your church, and The 
Faith Mission. Feel free to dream big!

Now imagine that this fantasy comes true. You 
have everything you want but with one caveat: 
God is not with you.

dream or nightmare?
That is the situation facing Moses in Exodus 
32:33-33:3. On the day when God was giving His 
covenant to Moses on Mount Sinai, the Israelites 
were degrading themselves by worshipping a 
golden cow. They even ascribed all that God did 
in Egypt to this idolatrous monstrosity, saying: 
‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up 
out of the land of Egypt’!

This is the spiritual equivalent of committing 
adultery on your wedding night. It caused 
God’s holy anger to burn against the people 
as a jealous husband’s would if betrayed by 

his bride in like manner. Moses sought to 
turn away God’s anger by indentifying with 
them completely, confessing their sin, and 
offering atonement. However, many of the 
key perpetrators were executed and God sent 
a plague against them.

spiritual Catastrophe
In answer to Moses’ initial intercession, the 
Lord proposed sending an angelic chaperone. 
The angel would drive out their enemies so 
that they could inherit the land God had 
promised their forefathers. They could ‘live the 
dream’ in a land ‘flowing with milk and honey’ 
but God would not be with them: ‘I will not 
go up among you lest I consume you on the way, 
for you are a stiff-necked people’ (Exodus 33:3).

At times when providence seems to be against 
us, are we not prone to seek better circumstances 
whilst giving little thought to God Himself ? 
Sadly, the affluent Christianity of many western 
societies can often be summarized as “Seeking 
everything else first and hoping that the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness will be 
given to us too” (cf. Matthew 6:33)! It is easy to 
point the finger at ‘the sinful people out there’ 
but remember that ‘judgment begins with the 
family of God’ (1 Peter 4:17). What a sad state 
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of affairs! Is this something that the Lord is 
challenging us to consider as Christians while 
we face the implications of an unexpected and 
dangerous viral pandemic?

What if we could have our job and health 
security? What if we could protect all our 
loved ones from danger? What if we could 
guarantee a renewed economy? What if the 
summer months were once again full of foreign 
holidays? What if the doors of our churches 
were suddenly opened to huge crowds? What 
if our missions and ministries were inundated 
with generous gifts so that we were free to 
carry out all our activities without financial 
worry? And what if we had all of this but God 
sent an angel instead of coming Himself ?

Moses rightly discerned the catastrophic 
implications: better to die there than go 
forward without God. Moses and Joshua (his 
‘ministry assistant in training’) committed 
to further – risky – intercession. What 
courage it takes to stand in prayer between 
God’s righteous wrath and sinners who are 
actively stoking and provoking that holy fire! 
Confident of the gracious call of God on their 
lives, this is what the two men of God chose to 
do. God was willing to start from scratch and 
make a new nation out of Moses but Moses 
was only willing to go forward with both the 
Lord and the Lord’s people. He prayed: ‘If 
Your presence will not go with me, do not bring 
us up from here’ (Exodus 32:10, 33:15).

divine grace
God showed how willing He is to hear and 
answer the ‘fervent prayers of a righteous man’ 
( James 5:15). From our perspective it appears 
that God has yielded to Moses’ requests. Of 
course, from the perspective of heaven, God 
has been actively shaping Moses into the kind 
of man who would pray this kind of prayer 

at this kind of time! It is all tied together in 
His divine purpose and plan. When Moses 
extends his prayer even further, asking that he 
might see God’s ‘glory’, the Lord answers by 
displaying His essential ‘goodness’ or ‘beauty’: 
He is ‘the Lord’ who ‘will be gracious to whom I 
will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I 
will show mercy’.

The glory which Moses saw was tied to the 
imperfect old covenant. It left a visible mark 
on his countenance but the radiant influence 
faded over time. As Christians we have 
received a fuller, permanent revelation of God’s 
grace and mercy in the Mediator of a better 
covenant. He was called Jesus because ‘He will 
save His people from their sins’ and Immanuel 
which means ‘God with us’ (Matthew 
1:21,23). Unlike Moses, Jesus is able to save 
to the uttermost because He ‘ever lives to make 
intercession’ and has promised never to leave or 
forsake His people (Hebrews 7:25, 13:5). His 
glory does not fade but rather increases so that 
‘we all with unveiled face, beholding the glory of 
the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another’ (1 
Corinthians 3:18). 

Our greatest need
This is what we need more than anything else, 
as individuals, as families and communities, 
as churches and missions, as nations, and as 
humanity as a whole. Our greatest need is 
to see the beauty of the Lord displayed as 
He exercises His sovereign grace and mercy, 
revealing Jesus to sinful, judgment-deserving 
people – people like you and me. Are you 
seeking this above all else or are your prayers 
directed to some lesser purpose? ‘Our Father in 
heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven…’ • 

Read more from Ben at www.fidzbit.blogspot.com
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I  would like to look at five 
words from the Bible 
that we do not often hear 

today.  These truths of God’s 
Word are not clearly taught 
or explained lest someone is 
offended. People are not told 
how to prepare to meet God; 
instead it is more of a type of 
self-help that is proclaimed.

The first word I would like 
to consider is the word sin or 
sinner. Some don’t like to 
be told they are sinners but 
God’s diagnosis of us is that 
we are sinners: ‘For all have 
sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God’ (Romans 3:23); 
‘There is none righteous, no, 
not one’ (Romans 3:10); 
‘Your iniquities have separated 
you from your God’ (Isaiah 
59:2). It is because we are 
sinners that we commit acts 
of sin. These could be lying, 
stealing, taking God’s name 
in vain, immorality, sexual sin, 
envy, hatred, pride – the list 

is endless. We have all sinned 
against God. Yes, we may have 
sinned against or hurt others 
along the way, but it is the 
holy, pure and righteous God 
who created us who we have 
ultimately sinned against.
 
Some readily admit they are 
sinners but say in a blasé sort 
of way: “Aren’t we all sinners? 
So what! None of us is perfect.” 
This is the first word or truth 
we need to hear. We are sinners 
and our sin is a gross offence to 
God our creator.

The second word to think 
about is judgement. Many 
today say it is okay for them 
to do whatever they want to: 
“It’s my life and I can live it as 
I please; nobody is going to 
tell me what I can or can’t do.” 
They assert: “If it feels right 
do it – live as you please, so 
long as you don’t get caught!” 
But we always get caught, 
because God sees everything, 

even behind closed doors. 
Nothing is hidden from God.

God is a just God and all sin 
must be punished: ‘So then 
each of us shall give account 
of himself to God’ (Romans 
14:12); ‘It is appointed unto 
men once to die, and after 
this the judgement’ (Hebrews 
9:27); ‘For we must all appear 
before the judgement seat of 
Christ, that each one may 
receive the things done in the 
body, according to what he has 
done, whether good or bad’ (2 
Corinthians 5:10). We are 
sinners and we will face the 
judgement of God for our 
sin or wrongdoing. What is 
the punishment for our sin? 
The Bible makes it clear that 
the punishment is separation 
from a loving God in a terrible 
place called hell – forever. 
Galatians 5:19-21 says: ‘Now 
the works of the flesh are 
evident which are: adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, 

WorDs 
that are 
Missingby nigel Wilson
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lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, 
hatred, contentions, jealousies, 
outbursts of wrath, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 
envy, murders, drunkenness, 
revelries, and the like; of which 
I tell you beforehand, just as I 
also told you in time past, that 
those who practice such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of 
God’. 

hell is the third word or 
truth that is taught in the 
Bible. Many do not believe in 
the existence of hell. They say 
that when you’re dead, you’re 
dead. They don’t believe in an 
after-life death or, if they do, 
it is certainly not a place of 
torment in eternal fire forever. 
Others joke about being with 
their friends in hell; but it 
is no joking matter. When 
we die we will be in one of 
two places, either heaven or 
hell. As sinners, we will face 
God’s judgement and our sin 
condemns us to eternal hell. 
So what do we need to do to 
be in a right relationship with 
God and escape hell?

The fourth truth is 
repentance, which means 
turning away from our sinful 
lifestyle and turning to God. 
It’s a change of attitude 
towards our sin, realising 
our sin is deeply offensive to 
God and recognising our sin 
caused the death of God’s 
only Son, Jesus, as He died 

on the cross for us. Jesus died 
as our substitute on the cross 
at a place called Calvary: ‘For 
God so loved the world that 
he gave His only begotten Son’ 
( John 3:16); ‘For Christ also 
suffered once for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that He might 
bring us to God’ (1 Peter 3:18); 
‘Who Himself bore our sins 
in His own body on the tree, 
that we, having died to sins, 
might live for righteousness – 
by whose stripes we are healed’ 
(1 Peter 2:24). Jesus died a 
horrendous death for you and 
me. He was falsely accused, 
tortured, insulted, stripped 
naked by mocking soldiers, 
beaten, condemned to death, 
and nailed hands and feet to a 
wooden cross. God the Father 
could not look on His sinless 
only Son as He took our sin 
and died in our place. We need 
to repent, change our attitude 
towards our sin, turn our back 
on our sinful ways and turn to 
Jesus for forgiveness.

The fifth word is 
forgiveness. We can be 
forgiven of any sin if we come 
directly to Jesus and ask Him 
to forgive us: ‘For there is 
one God and one Mediator 
between God and men, the 
Man Christ Jesus’; (1 Timothy 
2:5); ‘If we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness’ (1 John 
1:9). The repentant thief on 

the cross beside Jesus had no 
time to help the poor, attend 
church, read a Bible, or give 
to charity. He couldn’t have 
done any of these, even if he 
wanted to – he was nailed to a 
cross. All he could do was ask 
Jesus to forgive him. If you are 
genuine and sincere when you 
ask Jesus to forgive you and 
take control of your life, He 
will hear your sincere prayer. 
He will cast your sin away 
from you ‘as far as the east is 
from the west’ (Psalm 103:12).

Be careful what you believe. 
There are those who tell us 
to live a good life, be kind 
etc. We could go to some 
places of worship and never 
hear these five fundamental 
truths mentioned. Political 
correctness means that they 
shy away from or water down 
the truths of God’s Word.
 
Becoming a Christian is as 
simple as ABC –
Accept you are a sinner
Believe that Jesus died for you
Confess your sins to Jesus

But maybe you have a 
different ABC. For you 
it’s Anything But Christ. 
Jesus loves you, He died for 
you. Won’t you seek His 
forgiveness so that you will 
one day go to heaven?  • 

Nigel and his wife, Ruth, work with 
The Faith Mission in the south-west 
of England.
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We now come to Hosea, Joel and 
Amos. These prophets spoke directly 

to a specific situation.  

From one perspective, the people of God 
had never had it so good! Outwardly, it was 
a prosperous time. Never had the boundaries 
extended so far since David’s great reign. 
There was peace from invading powers. It was 
a time to be at ease in Zion. But, from God’s 

perspective it was awful. Apostasy was rife 
and social injustice prevalent. They certainly 
did not obey God’s commands to ‘love the 
Lord your God with all your heart’ and ‘love 
your neighbour as yourself ’ (Deuteronomy 6:5, 
Leviticus 19:18).

Despite the outward appearance of peace 
and prosperity, the real story was different: 
they were plagued with poor leadership, false 

by HoWell Jones
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worship, oppression of the poor, superficial 
sacrifices, bowing to idols, complacency, 
and compromise. And all this in spite of the 
fact that this was one of the most privileged 
periods of their history, when they were 
enjoying all the benefits of the tradition 
that had reached its climax during the time 
of David.

It was time for God to act. He sent 
His prophets with a message 
warning of God’s displeasure at 
the way that they were living, 
both towards God and towards 
each other. If they did not repent 
then they would be visited in 
judgment. Early on, three of the 
minor prophets conveyed the 
same message using different 
themes to illustrate their 
point: Hosea – adultery; Joel – 
catastrophe; Amos – oppression.

Hosea expresses it gently through 
his own personal experience. He 
is told by God to marry a wife 
who becomes guilty of adultery 
and gives birth to children. 
Yet despite her unfaithfulness, 
Hosea is told to marry her again 
to show something of the eternal 
love that God has for His people. In spite 
of the catalogue of adultery, God forgives 
and restores.

In stark contrast, Amos warns the people 
that God is about to judge them. His 
strong message is: ‘prepare to meet your 
God’ (4:12). As if presiding in a court of 
law, God challenges them. Their behaviour, 
especially towards each other, is oppressive 
and so He will judge. His standards, applied 

in the form of a plumb line, show that they 
fail the test. However, if they repent, they 
too will be forgiven and restored.

Joel, sandwiched between the others, 
highlights the process. A natural 
catastrophe exposes their devastation. The 
plague of locusts simply reveals their true 
state. They should interpret events and 
learn. If they will ‘rend [their] heart and 

not [their] garments’ (2:13) and 
return to the Lord, God will 
bless them with the promised 
Holy Spirit and will restore 
them.

What can we learn from these 
three? One thing is clear: God 
judges sin but ‘is not willing 
that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance’ 
(2 Peter 3:9). This is presented 
in different ways: tenderly 
as in Hosea, or harshly as in 
Amos. Often it is through the 
catastrophes of life, the disasters 
and pitfalls, that we, like the 
prodigal son, “come to ourselves” 
and realise that salvation is 
found only in God. Repentance 
and trust lead to forgiveness and 

restoration; but refusal leaves no alternative 
other than God’s abiding wrath. • 

Howell lectured at Jordanhill 
College in Glasgow before he 
retired. He has been involved in 
informal Bible teaching in various 
contexts including  lecturing  at 
different Bible colleges.  He leads 
the Bearsden and Milngavie 
Prayer Union.
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A Christian worker writes: “The truth 
is, I have been worried by the financial 

situation, and yesterday the Lord sent peace 
into my heart, so that now I have that sweet 
assurance that He will provide in His own 
time. I have been learning that the kind of 
trust that God wants is when everything is 
gone and only He remains. It is easy to trust 
Him when the props are still standing.”

How quickly life can turn a corner and thereafter 
be different and often difficult. The current 
crisis in our land has brought many changes to 
our lives and its routines. It has also brought 
difficulties, some regarding health, finance 
and bereavement. Although the difficulties are 
there, so is God; therefore we want to look at 
‘trusting God in the difficulties of life.’ We turn 
to Psalm 63 as both ‘the difficulties of life’ and 
‘trusting God’ are present.

the difficulties of life are seen 
in the context of the psalm
From the title of this psalm we glean that King 
David is in the wilderness of Judah. Although 
opinions vary, it is generally accepted that it fits 
into the events recorded in 2 Samuel 15-18. 

by JiM lyons

Psalm 63

David’s son Absalom revolted against his 
father’s leadership, leaving David to flee 
from the palace, from Jerusalem and away 
to God’s sanctuary. Added to this was the 
disappointment of Ahithophel, his most 
esteemed adviser and close friend, who had 
turned against David by conspiring with 
Absalom in his revolt. We believe David refers 
to him in Psalm 41:9: ‘Even my own familiar 
friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has 
lifted up his heel against me’. Something was 
driving this man away from David and as we 
dig into the background, we find the reason. 

F i r S t  m a g a z i n e     1 0

Trusting God
in difficult    days
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When David committed adultery with 
Bathsheba and plotted the murder of Uriah, her 
husband, this was deeply personal to Ahithophel 
as Bathsheba was his granddaughter. Uriah 
and her father, Eliam (Ahithophel’s son), were 
among David’s decorated warriors. Therefore 
David’s sin was a sin against Ahithophel’s family 
and one day he planned to take revenge. So, 
in the light of all this we conclude that these 
must be among the most difficult times in his 
life. These were bitter days for David, full of 
darkness, and yet during such circumstances 
they don’t seem to be days of despair.

Although not identical to David’s, we come 
with our own set of difficulties. Many of 
God’s children find themselves confined to 
the crucible of their difficult circumstances, 
which bring concern, stress and constant pain. 
This psalm balances David’s difficulties with 
his trust in God during such times. As we 
observe David’s trust, perhaps we too can be 
encouraged to trust God in the difficulties of 
our lives.

trusting god is revealed 
in the content of the psalm
David expresses his firm belief that God is 
adequate for his difficulties. From the content 
of this psalm we see evidence of this.

He maintained a heart for God
‘My soul follows hard after You’ (v.8). This 
word translated here as ‘hard’ is also found 
in Ruth chapter 1 as Ruth and Orpah face a 
momentous decision. Naomi is returning to 
Israel; Orpah decides to turn back but Ruth 
plans to join Naomi: ‘Orpah kissed her mother 
in law; but Ruth clung to her’ (Ruth 1:14). It is 
translated ‘to cleave’ or ‘to stick close to’ so C 
H Spurgeon rendered it: ‘My soul is glued to 
God’. This describes David as we can conclude 
from the language he employs in verse 1 that 
he is seeking to follow close with God: ‘Early 

will I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh 
longs for you’.

This desire stems from his personal relationship 
with God, which we see from the first words 
of the psalm: ‘O God, You are my God’. So, in 
the difficulties of life, David draws from his 
relationship with God; therefore in our crucible 
of difficulty, we can be sure that God is with us. 

In verse 2 David focuses upon his regular 
worship at the sanctuary, although in a 
wilderness. Away from his spiritual home, these 
two verses highlight that he is still putting God 
first. Despite family problems, the loss of power 
and position, despite the place he is in, he still 
maintains this heart for God. The difficulties 
in David’s life have a positive influence of 
drawing him to depend upon God completely. 
He reveals that a heart for God is the way to 
respond when things go wrong.

The lesson is often learned through time that 
to maintain a heart for God is the best choice 
to make.  Let us therefore take encouragement 
from David to ‘keep glued to God.’

He disciplined his thoughts towards God 
(vv.3-8) 
David could have blamed God and been 
disgruntled with people, yet the way the psalm 
begins and continues reveals that he refused 
to allow such negative thoughts to take root. 
His trials had the opposite effect: in verse 6 
he is not in turmoil, but through the night his 
thoughts were upon God.

Verses 3-8 give an insight into his thoughts. 

(a) He focused on God’s goodness (vv.3-5)
‘Your lovingkindness (steadfast love) is better 
than life’
So many things have been stripped away from 
David, yet his focus is not upon what he has lost 
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but what he has, namely the goodness of God.  
He was hurt, broken and devastated, yet he 
looks up in full praise to God. He knows that 
much of what he is suffering is due to his sin of 
adultery, yet he is so thankful to God for His 
great love and forgiveness: ‘My lips shall praise 
You’ (v.3); ‘I will bless You while I live’ (v.4); ‘My 
mouth shall praise You with joyful lips’ (v.5).

Satan attacks us by suggesting that God is 
not good.  In another wilderness experience, 
Satan suggested to Jesus that because He 
was hungry and had no food that He should 
change stones into bread because His Father 
did not care about Him. Satan seeks to attack 
the source of our survival in the difficulties of 
life – the truth that God is good to His people.
In the difficulties of life, we can discipline our 
thoughts to focus on the goodness of God.

(b) He focused on God’s faithfulness (vv.6-8)
Throughout the psalms, we not only have the 
things David went through, but how he felt 
during those times. He knows that his emotions 
fluctuate, his life has twists and turns, but no 
matter what happens, God remains the same. 
He has been steadfast toward him in His love, 
in his sin and in all the times of need: ‘You have 
been my help’ (v.7); ‘Your right hand upholds me’ 
(v.8). David knows that he has changed toward 
God, but God has never changed toward him. 
He has been and always is utterly faithful and 
committed to His people. 

This was good food for David’s heart: although 
family and friends had forsaken him, yet God 
would be faithful and that would never change 
because He cannot change. 
How good is the God we adore,
Our faithful, unchangeable Friend.

After the bombing of the Marine barracks in 
Beirut, Marine Corps Commandant Paul Kelly 
visited some of the wounded survivors then in 

hospital. Among them was Corporal Jeffrey 
Lee Nashton, severely wounded in the incident. 
Nashton had so many tubes running in and out 
of his body that a witness said he looked more 
like a machine than a man; yet he survived. As 
Kelly neared him, Nashton, struggling to move 
and racked with pain, motioned for a piece 
of paper and a pen. He wrote a brief note and 
passed it back to the commandant. On the slip 
of paper were but two words, “Semper Fi” – the 
Latin motto of the Marines meaning “forever 
faithful”. That caption is perfectly fulfilled in 
our unfailing God.

So, David disciplines his thoughts to focus 
upon God’s goodness and faithfulness.

He rested in God (vv.9-11)
We could sum these three closing verses up 
by saying that God has the matter in hand 
and David knows it. He is brimming with 
confidence because he is trusting in the Lord. 
He knows that if God is for him, no one can 
stand against him. He asserts that all the 
scheming, subtlety, lying and treachery will 
not prevail, but the king shall rejoice in God. 
Second Samuel chapters 18 and 19 records the 
deaths of Absalom and Ahithophel – those 
who had caused David’s trouble were removed.

In the difficulties of our lives, let us be 
encouraged through David’s response to 
maintain a heart for God, to discipline our 
thoughts towards God, and to rest in God with 
all our heart. Trusting God in the difficulties of 
life is not easy, but as we look at others who 
were hemmed into their circumstances, we can 
be inspired to trust God.
Keep on believing, this is the way,
Faith in the night, as well as the day. • 

Jim and his wife, Hilda, are based in Portadown, County 
Armagh, from where Jim directs The Faith Mission’s work 
in Ireland.
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Four things have become part of all 
of our lives and will live on for many 
months or years to come – social 

distancing, washing hands, not touching the 
face, and staying at home. These important 
actions can be related to four pictures in the 
Bible and so become communicators of truths 
that God wants to say to us all.

social distancing 
Maintaining a social distance from those 
who love us brings sadness and grief. The 
Bible does not speak of this physical or social 
distance but it tells us of a spiritual distance or 
a heart distance that is already part of us all. 
Through Adam and Eve’s disregard of what 
God said to them and their disobedience 

of His command they became distant from 
God. They no longer enjoyed fellowship 
with God but attempted to hide from Him. 
A distance had been created. Although 
God is omnipresent, always and everywhere 
present in the fullness of His person, we find 
ourselves distant in heart.  Jesus summed up 
this situation as being lost.  We have become 
so distant that we are lost to God. Adam and 
Eve’s distance is our distance too. Indeed it 
is the human condition.  We are practising 
spiritual distancing. Our sin distances us from 
our Creator.

washing hands 
A famous or infamous picture in the Bible 
of a man washing his hands is that of the 

iMPortant
PreCautions

by JoHn MattHeWs
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Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, the last 
human authority in the condemnation of 
Jesus Christ. He was in the most excruciating 
dilemma of deciding whether he would release 
Jesus or send him to execution on a cross. 
‘What will I do with Jesus who is called Christ?’ 
was the question his soul was wrestling 
with. Actually he knew what he should do. He 
knew that Jesus was the Son of God as he was 
familiar with the miracles and teachings of 
Christ. God had also warned him through his 
wife’s dream about making the wrong 
decision.  However, because 
of peer pressure and selfish 
ambition he implicated 
and blamed others for his 
wrong decision to crucify 
Christ. So he took a basin 
and washed his hands 
before them all. No amount 
of soap and no quantity of 
water will ever be enough to 
wash the guilt of rejecting the 
Saviour from Pilate’s hands. Nor 
from ours. 

not touching the face 
In John’s gospel we have the picture of the 
resurrected Lord Jesus showing himself to 
Mary Magdalene. It would have been the 
most natural thing for her to have touched 
Him,  but Jesus said to her, ‘Touch me 
not’ ( John 20:17). Jesus had earlier saved Mary 
from a life of extreme distress and abuse as she 
had been a victim of demonic oppression. He 
had set her free from all her brokenness. But 
she is not allowed to touch or to cling to the 
risen Christ. Instead Jesus tells her that He is 
going to His Father in heaven and that she 
must go and tell this to His brothers: “Don’t 
touch me, but go and tell about me.” Jesus had 
revealed to Mary that He was who He had 
said He was – the Son of God, who had died 

and risen again, the promised Saviour. Mary 
was delivered from demon possession and is 
now a teller of the good news about Christ the 
Saviour. 

stay at home 
The Old Testament records the story of two 
kings, with one being much more powerful 
than the other. The weaker king had become 
arrogant because he had just won a battle 
over an enemy, so he challenged his powerful 

neighbour to a fight. Mocking him, 
the stronger king said: ‘But stay at 

home. Why should you provoke 
trouble?’ (2 Chronicles 

25:19).

In recent days we have 
been encouraged to stay 

at home where possible, in 
order to avoid trouble or 

illness. Home is where our 
loved ones are and where there 

is no distancing. Home speaks of 
safety, comfort and friendly interaction. 

Jesus told Mary Magdalene that He was going 
home to his Father’s house, which is heaven. 
The gospel is all about removing our distance 
from God and becoming one of His loved ones 
or children. This happens when we experience 
personal salvation, when we repent of our sins 
and trust in Christ alone as Saviour.
 
Are you aware of your heart distance from 
God? Are you washing your hands of a right 
decision about Christ? Are you clinging to an 
inadequate understanding of who Christ is?

Jesus invites us to come home.  Come today 
and then Jesus will invite you to stay at the 
Father’s house for ever. • 

John is the Director of Bookshop Ministries  
for The Faith Mission.

the gOsPel 
is all aBOut 

remOving Our 
distanCe frOm gOd 
and BeCOming One 
Of his lOved Ones 

Or Children. 



1     general headQuarters
 hq@faithmission.org

John Townend: Pray for office staff as they handle 
the challenges of administration and oversight of the 
Mission’s finances during this period of uncertainty. 
Also pray for wisdom for The Faith Mission Board 
and its sub councils as decisions are taken during 
the coming months regarding how and when to 
recommence our more regular ministry activities. 

2     BiBle COllege
 admin@fmbiblecollege.org.uk

Robert Murdock: Pray for an increase in students 
applying to begin studies in September. Also, that 
the Lord would give wisdom and guidance in how 
to structure College from September onwards 
if restrictions continue. Thank the Lord for His 
continued provision.

3     ireland: headQuarters  
& irish BOrder distriCt

hq.ireland@faithmission.org
Leslie & Mabel Brush praise God for those who 
attended Bible studies. Pray that God will speak 
on through His Word and for a desire to resume 
studies when possible. Mabel resumes Sunday 
school and the women’s Bible study in September, 
using technology if required.
Brian & Hazel Parker pray that God will continue 

to speak to those contacted during the mission in 
Ballinagh. Thank Him for gospel opportunities in 
schools through assemblies and football coaching 
ministry. Remember the ongoing ministry to 
children locally and further afield through YouTube.
Jim & Hilda Lyons  thank the Lord for the 
opportunity to share in an assembly in a local 
primary school. They hope to use this opening to 
launch Adventurers Kids’ Bible Club in the autumn, 
and also plan to commence a youth work.

4     sCOtland: headQuarters & 
highland distriCt

hq.scotland@faithmission.org
Pray with Donnie & Catherine Macleod and Lewis 
MacDonald  for the three areas where tent missions 
have been postponed - South Lochs and Point, 
on the Isle of Lewis, and Lossiemouth in Moray. 
Ask that God will be preparing the ground and 
that He will guide as to when the time is right to 
reschedule.  They continue to keep in touch with 
contacts, as well as working on maintenance and 
preparation.
Pray that Justin & Carol Cummings  will have 
opportunities to speak about the Lord Jesus as 
they seek to help more than seventy contacts who 
have various needs. They look forward to being 
able to recommence kids’ clubs, recovery meetings, 
teaching, preaching and visiting.

“a l l  m a y  C h a n g e ,  b u t  J e S u S  n e v e r  —  g l o r y  t o  h i S  n a m e ! ”

t h e  f a i t h  m i s s i O n 
P r a y e r  C a l e n d a r

These are days of unprecedented challenge and change for our nations and the world. The Mission’s 
activities have inevitably been greatly affected by the restrictions surrounding the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Camps, missions and other outreach events planned for the summer months have been cancelled.
In all of this, we continue to ‘Have faith in God’, and rest in the knowledge that He is working out His 

sovereign purposes for our good and His glory. Please pray with us to this end.
 “All may change, but Jesus never — glory to His name!”



5england: headQuarters & 
Central english distriCt

hq.england@faithmission.org
Alistair & Sharon Patterson value prayer for FM 
personnel James & Katie Brown, Alistair Park, Ruth 
Wilson and Rebecca Walsh, who are living with 
very real health challenges. Also pray for wisdom 
and for the Lord’s anointing upon the Mission’s 
future evangelistic ministry in England.
James & Lynda Bovenizer ask prayer for the 
ministry Lynda has with ladies, and for the school 
assemblies and RE lessons where James teaches the 
big picture of the Bible – Genesis to Malachi with 
year five and Matthew to Revelation with year six. 
Pray for God’s protection and direction in planning 
the autumn programme.

6Central irish distriCt
George & Andrea Conn would like to be in 

Newcastle for the annual outreach in July and in 
the Ballynahinch area for a church harvest mission 
in October. Also pray for the rescheduling of the 
mission near Crumlin due to have been held in late 
spring.
Pray with Naomi Dudgeon that the Lord will use 
the St Patrick tracts distributed to open doors to 
share the gospel of grace. Remember those who she 
is in regular contact with, many of whom face very 
distressing situation

7Prayer uniOns
These prayer groups are a vital part of the 

Mission; however, many will not be able to meet 
during restrictions. Pray for increased interest and 
the effective ministry in prayer of individuals until 
they can meet again for corporate prayer.

8     yOuth ministry
Ask the Lord to strengthen the young people 

who attend events arranged regularly for them 
in various Districts, including Rejuvenate, 
YouthMix and The Barn. Pray for God’s blessing 
when these reconvene. 
Jonny & Amy Lennox  run FM Transition for young 
adults in Northern Ireland. They are thankful that 
social media has enabled them to stay in touch in 
recent weeks.  Pray for those who have lost loved 
ones lately. They hope to be able to reconnect with 

young people again in person over the summer. 
Thank the Lord for the safe arrival in early May of 
their second daughter, Emily.

9advanCe
Pray for more personnel to fulfil existing 

opportunities, and the appropriate staffing to 
develop new areas of ministry. Ask the Lord to 
give clear vision and direction to Directors and 
Superintendents as they lead the work. Pray for the 
supply of all the Mission’s needs.

10     BOOKshOPs — sCOtland
John Matthews: Praise God for His gracious 

provision for the literature ministry and for His 
hand upon all the staff in these unprecedented 
times. Pray for a willingness to allow God to do 
whatever He desires for the spiritual development 
of the staff and His own glory. 

11     nOrth irish distriCt
Reuben Lyons is enjoying ministry to young 

people, including a monthly youth meeting. Pray 
for those who come to be encouraged in their faith. 
He also conducts assemblies in a local primary 
school, which are planned to resume in the autumn.
Andrew & Jenny McCullough value prayer for 
contact with Prayer Unions and other people 
interested in the Mission’s ministry. Pray too for the 
work in Laymore FM Hall and meetings planned 
for September. Ian Booth also has regular preaching 
opportunities.

12     Central english distriCt
Ask the Lord to use the coronavirus gospel 

leaflets that Alistair & Yvette Park have placed at 
the entrance to Harby FM Centre. Alistair prepares 
talks for their church, which are broadcast weekly. 
Pray for the complete healing of Alistair’s recent leg 
injury, giving thanks for other family members who 
are helping practically in the meantime.
Ask the Lord for great gospel conversations from 
a safe social distance for Andrew & Grace Morton. 
Pray for opportunities as they phone and deliver 
meals weekly to older and isolating people. They 
are having online Sunday services and holding their 
weekly Bible study via Zoom. Praise God that the 
power of His Word is not bound by Covid-19! 
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13     nOrth west irish distriCt
Garry & Alison Tutty continue to oversee the 

work in the District. Ask the Lord to prepare the 
way for Andrew & Carolyn Maybin as they will 
help with outreach in the area when they join the 
Mission in the autumn.

14 east sCOttish distriCt
Paul & Elizabeth Crowe appreciate prayer as 

they continue to contact PU members and other friends 
by phone, email or letter. Pray also that their book 
distribution will be an encouragement and help, and for 
preparation and planning for the ongoing work. 
Kathy Wood has been unwell recently and values 
prayer for a return to good health.

15     revival
Ask God to wake people up spiritually in 

order that our increasingly secular society will be 
transformed. Praise Him for how He is using the 
current uncertainty to cause people to search for 
answers. Pray that many will find lasting hope in 
Christ.

16     weBsite and i.t.
Pray for those who have primary responsibility 

for the Mission’s website and IT issues. Ask the Lord 
to use the online content, especially when gatherings 
are restricted. Pray for wisdom in maintaining and 
updating the IT networks, which are increasingly 
important nowadays.

17     PuBliCatiOns and reCOrdings
Ask the Lord to use First magazine to extend 

His Kingdom as it is published quarterly. Pray for 
Linda Townend as she oversees this work. Also pray 
for the correspondence courses that are run by the 
Bible College, and the recordings ministry.

18     west irish distriCt
Pray for Garry & Alison Tutty as they plan the 

winter programme for the District. Alison has been 
asked to teach Scripture at Castlederg Girls’ Brigade 
on Thursday evenings from September onwards.
Heather Wilson looks to God for leading regarding 
future ministry opportunities in West Fermanagh, 
and the rescheduling of cancelled events.
Pray for guidance for Robert Little as he seeks to 

conquer new territory for the Lord in his autumn/
winter mission programme. Also pray that The 
Barn youth meeting will hit the ground running in 
September and continue to have the same interest.

19     sOuth east english distriCt
Pray with Stephen & Cynthia Walker for fresh 

heart and vision and for new evangelistic opportunities 
to become a reality. Cynthia’s mum in Canada is very ill 
with cancer: they value prayer that the Lord will open 
up a way for Cynthia to be able to visit her. 
Arabella Paul takes an all-age service in July. She values 
prayer for trying to adapt the Bible Explorer schools 
programme for a socially distant context. Chris, who 
helps with school clubs,  has been in Spain during 
lockdown; pray for her safe return to Britain.

20     sOuth sCOttish distriCt
Gordon & Janice Thomson request prayer 

for a friend they have witnessed to for many years 
who is now listening to sermons online and is 
very willing to talk about spiritual things, and for 
a man met recently who claimed to be an atheist 
but took gospel literature.  They are thankful for 
opportunities to speak at church meetings using 
Zoom and through recorded video messages.

21     BOOKshOPs — ireland
Stephen Dundas: With staff on furlough at 

present, pray for all of them, especially those who 
are on their own and struggle with health issues. 
Pray that when shops are able to reopen, many new 
believers will come through the doors along with the 
regular customers.

22     BiBle COllege students
Pray for those who have completed the 

College course and are now commencing life in full-
time Christian work. Remember the six students who 
will return in September for a second year, DV. Pray 
that they will be enthused despite their first year ending 
abruptly and their missing out on the five-week 
practical placement and Edinburgh Convention.

23 irish midlands distriCt
Cleaning and maintenance work continues 

at Durrow FM Centre at this time. Mervyn & Rachel 
Tomb seek new opportunities for school assemblies 
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for the autumn. There is also potential around the 
Tullamore and Shinrone areas: pray for doors to open.
Remember Margaret Roberts’ regular children’s work 
— Sparks in New Ross, Superkids in Enniscorthy, 
and Explorers in Gorey. Pray that the children will 
continue to take an interest in God’s Word during 
and after lockdown. Pray for the recommencement 
of outreach opportunities around Wexford’s Hook 
Peninsula, and in Baltinglass, Wicklow, where one 
contact is now reading God’s Word.

24sOuth west english distriCt
Pray for God’s guidance for Nigel & Ruth 

Wilson as to how to reach the lost after the lockdown 
lifts. Also pray for the thousands of gospel leaflets 
left in homes, and the people with whom they have 
shared the gospel over the past year in Newquay, 
Paignton, Budleigh Salterton and St Austell. 
George Clayson usually works in helping churches 
with evangelism. Pray that as he continues this with 
online messages and services that the Lord will 
encourage His people and that the lost will come 
to know Christ.

25     sOuth west irish distriCt
Johnathan & Janet Slater continue to 

have contact with a good number of people during 
the restrictions. A special online Easter club for 
boys and girls who come to clubs was appreciated 
by many. Pray for a number of ladies who Janet is 
in contact with, including one she gave a Bible 
to recently. With Bandon Convention being 
cancelled, pray for the planned online ministry over 
that weekend (29 May - 1 June).
Pray for the continued growth of the young 
people and ladies that Esther Stevenson has the 
opportunity to disciple. Pray also that the children 
from west Cork who she had contact with all year 
will remember all they have learned.

26     anglO sCOttish BOrder 
distriCt

William & Carolyn Harrison are grateful for 
the opportunity during lockdown to witness to 
several individuals. Pray particularly for three men 
with whom the gospel was shared, one of whom 
has started to pray daily. Thank the Lord for the 
ministry opportunities they have through social 

media and via  Zoom. They are also kept busy with 
the ongoing grounds work at the camp centre.
Pray for Wesley Brewer, who will be based in 
Cumbria when he joins the Mission in September.

27 COnferenCes and 
COnventiOns

Conferences, which are held throughout the year, 
and conventions, mainly arranged for Easter and 
during the summer months, are an integral part of 
The Faith Mission’s ministry. They give opportunities 
for Bible teaching, fellowship, encouragement and 
challenge. Pray for wisdom in planning future events 
in line with expected new guidelines, and for the 
current online convention ministry.

28families Of missiOn memBers
Many FM personnel have family members 

with great spiritual, physical or emotional needs. 
Some have personal health issues. Pray above all for 
the salvation of those who are as yet unsaved. Also 
ask for healing for those struggling with illness.

29     Children’s ministry
Thousands of children are reached with 

the good news of Jesus through clubs, assemblies 
and RE lessons during school term time in normal 
circumstances. Pray for eternal fruit from seed 
already sown. With camps having been cancelled 
this summer, ask the Lord for opportunities to 
reach children in alternative ways.

30 CamP Centres
The Mission runs camp centres in Harby 

(Leicestershire), Earl Stonham (Suffolk), Newton 
Stewart (Wigtownshire), Ballymena (Antrim), 
Portadown (Armagh), Bandon (Cork) and Durrow 
(Laois). Remember those who oversee each of these 
centres, and pray that these will be places of spiritual 
birth and growth.

31Online OutreaCh
People have been listening to online gospel 

messages and tuning in to virtual church services 
during the period of restrictions who would usually 
have little interest. Pray for many to be saved. Thank 
the Lord that He is fulfilling His purposes during 
these days.
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Due to the jealousy of his 
brothers, Joseph had 

been thrown into a pit and 
sold as a slave into Egypt. 
Twenty-five years pass by with 
no word from him. As far as 
his father, Jacob, is concerned, 
his son is dead. But then ten of 
Joseph’s brothers – Benjamin, 
the youngest, staying at home 
– go into Egypt to buy corn, 
because there is a famine in 
Canaan. In Egypt, they are 
summoned into the presence 
of the prime minister who, 
unknown to them, is their 
brother, Joseph. Whilst he 
recognises them, they do not 
recognise him. 

Remembering how his 
brothers had treated him, 
Joseph wants confirmation 
that his youngest brother, 
Benjamin, is still alive and 
so he puts them to the test. 
He accuses them of being 
spies and takes one of them, 
Simeon, as a hostage. Joseph 
instructs his brothers to return 
to Canaan and come back 
to Egypt bringing Benjamin 
with them. Consequently 
the nine brothers return 
to Canaan and Jacob is 
distraught at what they tell 
him. In his distress, he cries 
out: ‘all these things are 
against me’ (Genesis 42:36). 

Are All Things Against Me 
    or For Me?

geneSiS 42:36
romanS 8:28
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by JoHn Mollitt
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Jacob’s response was a very natural one. Joseph 
was apparently dead in Egypt; Simeon had 
been captured and now they were asking for 
Benjamin. Where would it all end? Perhaps 
all the brothers would be taken to Egypt and 
Jacob would never see any of his sons again. In 
his old age, he would be bereft of his children.

There are times when we all feel as Jacob felt 
and perhaps this is how many are feeling at this 
present time. Anxiety, depression, ill health, 
bereavement, redundancy, family problems, 
financial pressures: it isn’t just one thing; it is 
one thing on top of the other. We feel crushed. 
We feel broken and we are tempted to hold 
up our hands and to say with Jacob: ‘all these 
things are against me’.

Jacob, though not a perfect man, was 
nevertheless a man of God. This is the man 
who had been at the very gate of heaven 
(Genesis 28), who had wrestled with an angel 
(Genesis 32). This is the man who had met 
with God at Bethel and been face to face 
with God at Peniel and yet he still cries out in 
anguish: ‘all these things are against me’.
 
Why was this his response? We notice in 
Genesis 42:36 that there is no mention of 
God, because here Jacob is walking by sight 
not by faith. He has taken his eyes off God. He 
says to his sons: ‘you have bereaved me’. Jacob 
is blaming and pointing the finger at others. 
Then, in his despair, he exaggerates: ‘Joseph is 
no more, Simeon is no more’; and he adds that, 
if they have their way, Benjamin will be no 
more. He is exaggerating. He is imagining the 
worst possible scenario because he has taken 
his eyes off God. He is walking by sight not 
by faith.

The Bible is an honest book. In it we see the 
triumphs of the saints, but we also see times 

when they are gripped by doubts and by 
fears. Eighteen months ago, having broken 
my wrist, I was sitting in a café in Bradford 
feeling rather sorry for myself. An elderly 
lady, sitting at the next table, asked me what 
I had done. When I told her, she said: “Five 
years ago, I did the same. I fell and broke 
my wrist. But give it time, be patient, do 
the physio and you will find the pain will 
go and your hand will be fine again.” I felt 
so much better. It wasn’t that I rejoiced she 
had broken her wrist, not at all; but in a 
strange way I was encouraged. The lady had 
already suffered what I was suffering. I could 
identify with her and in my self-pity, she 
was a help and a comfort to me. In a similar 
way, we don’t rejoice in the weaknesses and 
shortcomings of a Jacob or a David or a Peter; 
but nevertheless, we can identify with them. 
We empathise, knowing that they are men 
‘with a nature like ours’ ( James 5:17) and we 
are all engaged in the same spiritual battle.

However, we cannot excuse or condone Jacob’s 
response. He thought all these things were 
against him and yet nothing could have been 
further from the truth. In fact, all things were 
working for him. Joseph was being honoured 
in Egypt. Simeon was being protected by 
Joseph. Despite the famine, there was now 
food on Jacob’s table. And ultimately, through 
these distressing and painful circumstances, 
Jacob and his sons would all be reunited. He 
could not have been more mistaken. Rather 
than being against him, all things were 
working for him.

This reminds us of the promise given by Paul 
to all who, through repentance and faith in 
Christ, are the children of God: ‘We know 
that all things work together for good’ (Romans 
8:28). Jacob said ‘all these things are against 
me’ but Paul says that the opposite is true. 
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All things are working for me. All things are 
working together for my good.

Paul was a New Testament believer but even as 
an Old Testament believer, Jacob should have 
known this truth. In Genesis 32 Jacob is being 
pursued by his brother, Esau, and he fears for 
himself and his family. But he reminds himself 
that the Lord has promised: ‘I will surely 
treat you well and make your descendants as 
the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered 
for multitude’ (Genesis 32:12). Jacob had this 
divine guarantee but he still faltered because 
he was walking by sight and not by faith

Paul knew it. Jacob should have known it. Do 
we? Are we convinced that God is working all 
things together for our good? The promise is 
not that all things are working together for 
our ease, our comfort or our happiness, but 
working together for our good. God’s greater 
concern is not so much for our happiness but 
our holiness.

Whenever I had a fever or a cold as a boy, my 
mother brought out Fennings Fever Mixture. 
A more bitter medicine I cannot imagine – 
it used to take my breath away. I would have 
preferred never to have had to take it at all; 
but, though bitter and sour, it was for my 
ultimate good. And that is how it can be with 
the providences of God. They can be bitter 
and painful. We would rather not experience 
them but they are for our spiritual good. 
It is interesting, having promised that ‘all 
things work together for our good’ in Romans 
8:28, Paul then goes on in verse 35 to speak 
of ‘tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, 
nakedness, peril, sword’. Paul accepts these are 
part of the ‘all things’ that God is working 
together for his spiritual good. Do we have that 
certainty, that conviction? We can only have 
it as we walk by faith and not by sight, as we 

trust the Word of God even when appearances 
suggest the contrary. 

How does the story end for Jacob? In Genesis 
49, before he dies, Jacob blesses and instructs 
his sons. Joseph is there. Simeon is there. 
Benjamin is there. Not one of them has 
perished in Egypt. There is no bickering or 
jealousy now. They are all reconciled and, as 
they gather round his bed, Jacob dies in peace. 
He dies knowing God has worked all things 
together for good and, despite appearances, 
everything has turned out right in the end.

In eternity, in heaven, that will be the 
experience of every child of God. We will be 
seated with Christ. No more pain or crying 
or sorrow or death; no more disappointments 
or distress. We will experience what we have 
never experienced on earth – fullness of joy 
and pleasures that are for evermore. In that day, 
we shall indeed see that all things have worked 
together for good. Everything has turned out 
right in the end. That, for the believer, “happy 
ever after” is no fairy story, it is his blessed and 
eternal state.

Is your situation desperate? Are your 
circumstances chaotic? Do all things seem to 
be against you? Take heart. Be encouraged. 
Keep your eyes on the Lord. Walk by faith 
not sight. The truth is ‘all things [are working] 
together for our good’. • 

John was the pastor of Ingleton 
Evangelical Church, North Yorkshire, 
from 1979 until 2009. He now lives in 
Burley in Wharfedale, West Yorkshire, 
where he engages in an itinerant 
preaching ministry. John is married 
to Pat and has three children and 
five grandchildren. Their third child, 
Aaron,  a much loved adopted son, 
died in 2016. John enjoys watching 
sport, playing chess and has a nostalgic 
interest in steam railways.
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The Interview

FM: As trained medics what were 
your initial thoughts when you first 

heard of the COVID-19 virus? 
We were initially uncertain – 
why this virus and why now? 
How severe was the impact 
going to be in our local city, 
the UK and around the world? 
Would it be like previous 

epidemics? We were unsure as 
to how the health service would 

react and cope with the potentially 
overwhelming nature of this 
outbreak. Nonetheless, it seemed 

we could not avoid talking or 
thinking about COVID-19, as it 
was the topic of conversation both 
in and outside of work.

FM: Knowing you would be on the 
front line during COVID-19, how 
did you prepare yourself for this? 
It seemed strange at first preparing 
for something we had never faced 

During the COVID-19 pandemic we have been much in awe 
of our NHS staff, coming out each Thursday evening to show 

them our appreciation. Perhaps we have wondered what it is really 
like to be on the front line. This is an interview with two doctors, a 
husband and wife, both of whom know and love the Lord. They are 
aware that their skills and ability have been given by God to enable 

them to do the job He has called them to.
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before in our lives or careers. Our uncertainty 
and feeling of helplessness led us to pray 
more together and to ask people to pray for 
us. From a medical point of view, we read 
about the disease, including reports from 
other countries, to gain an insight into what 
we might face.

FM: Were there times you worried about 
getting the virus, and how did you handle this?
We have both encountered numerous patients 
with suspected or proven COVID in the 
departments we work in. Though we have 
thankfully been provided with adequate 
protective equipment, the hospital remains a 
high-risk working environment. It is natural 
under these circumstances to be concerned 
for our own health. However, we have both 
experienced a real sense of God’s peace and 
protection over us each day.

FM: Many have been feeling very fearful 
through this pandemic. How did you help 
patients to remain calm and keep focused on 
getting well again?
Peter: I am working in the Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU) so most of my interactions have 
been with family members over the phone. 
Most patients are sedated and on ventilators 
and even though it is often possible to 
communicate with them when they are lightly 
sedated, it is still difficult. I often say a short 

prayer before or when I am attending to a 
patient in the ICU, which I find helps me to 
remain calm.

Hannah: I am working in Accident and 
Emergency which is a fast-paced environment 
and often patients can feel like there is a lot 
happening at once. Due to the fast pace, it 
is crucial to make time to address patients 
concerns and explain things to them, which 
often makes them feel better and less anxious. 
I also pray when I am seeing patients; this is 
an immense help and reminds me to seek my 
strength from the Great Physician. 

FM: How did you embrace the reality of 
death and having to pass on such sad news to 
despondent families?
Peter: I have witnessed a lot of deaths in the 
ICU before and during this pandemic. One 
of the great challenges of this pandemic has 
been speaking to families via telephone when 
their relatives are deteriorating or dying in the 
ICU, without them being able to share their 
final moments with them due to the ban on 
hospital visits. It has driven home the reality of 
how brief life can be, especially where young, 
fit people are concerned. I am amazed at how 
fascinating but fragile the human body is. In 
recent weeks my mind has been drawn to 
Psalm 90:12 – ‘So teach us to number our days, 
that we may gain a heart of wisdom’.

I am amazed at how fascinating but fragile the 
human body is. In recent weeks my mind has been 

drawn to Psalm 90:12 – ‘So teach us to number our 
days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom’.
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Hannah: It is always hard to see a patient die, 
regardless of age or circumstances. The pace 
can be so fast in A&E that there is little time to 
reflect on the events, and one has to lay aside 
their thoughts at the time and continue seeing 
other patients. Peter and I find it helpful to 
reflect together on challenging circumstances 
we encounter at work, including deaths. In 
terms of discussions with families, conveying 
sad news is always difficult, especially over 
the phone. I pray for guidance before these 
discussions, which helps me to communicate 
sensitively and compassionately.

FM: When you are off duty, how do you 
switch off and process all you both 
have faced during a busy, stressful 
day?
Peter: We both enjoy being 
outdoors where we can appreciate 
the beauty of nature. We enjoy 
long walks together which we 
find to be calming and enriching. 
I enjoy cycling and I have recently 
taken up running – so far it seems 
to give me mental clarity and is 
a good opportunity to listen to 
audiobooks and podcasts.

Hannah: We both enjoy cooking together 
and I also find baking relaxing. I love music 
and I enjoy playing the cello, which helps me 
to unwind, especially after an intense day at 
work. 

FM: Give us a little insight as to how this 
experience affected your own relationship 
with God?
Peter: I am learning to embrace the 
sovereignty of God and His control over all 
things. Knowing that my life is in His hands 
is a comforting truth. Amidst the changing 
circumstances around us, the scriptures assure 

me that God is the same yesterday, today and 
forever!

Hannah: This experience has drawn me closer 
to God. It has taught me to rely even more on 
God for His strength and help. I have been 
reminded of John 15: ‘He who abides in me, 
and I in him, bears much fruit; for without me 
you can do nothing’. I have learnt more about 
what total dependence on Christ means and 
how important a consistent daily walk with 
Him is.

FM: You both like reading: was there a book 
in particular that you found helpful?

Peter: “God in the ICU” written 
by Dave Walker, a South African 
intensive care physician. He 
outlines how marvellously and 
miraculously God worked through 
him to bring healing to some of his 
patients by the power of prayer. 

Hannah: “The Pilgrim’s Progress” 
– I read this when I was younger 
but I recently watched an animated 
version and it inspired me to read 

it again. It has been a wonderful help to my 
Christian walk, encouraging me to look more 
to God’s Word for guidance and help during 
challenging times.

FM: As husband and wife what is the one 
thing you both find helps in your relationship 
together?
Praying and reading the Bible together. 
Shift work can make it difficult to find time 
together; however we see the immense benefit 
when we are able to do this. We encourage 
each other to be thankful for all the small 
things we are blessed with and this helps us 
to appreciate our unique roles as husband and 
wife. • 

I am 
learning to 
embrace the 

sovereignty of 
God and His 
control over 
all things.
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James is in his early fifties 
and is self employed. 

Growing up he was the 
oldest son and had a younger 
brother. Rightly or wrongly, 
he always felt his younger 
brother was spoilt and got 
everything, whereas he got 
very little. At the age of 

twenty-three, he left home 
and got married. Over thirty 
years passed with no contact 
with his parents, his brother 
or any family member.

When the coronavirus 
lockdown came into force, he 
found himself with no income 

God
Moves
In a MysterIous Way

t h e  t r u e  s t O r y
O f  a  m a n  n a m e d  J a m e s
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and no prospect of receiving any financial help 
from the government for three months. He 
had very little savings and was distraught at the 
thought of not being able to meet his monthly 
commitments. For two days he couldn’t sleep, 
didn’t shower or change his clothes. His head 
was spinning at the thought of not being able 
to pay his rent and his landlord evicting him 
and his wife from their flat. 

Through despair and tears, he asked Jesus to 
take his life as he couldn’t cope and was feeling 
suicidal. He fell asleep and while he slept he 
had a dream. In the dream he saw his parents 
and knew that he had to go and make his peace 
with them and say goodbye. 

Next morning, he travelled the twenty-five 
miles to their home. His father answered the 
door and didn’t recognise his son at first as he 
looked in such a bad way. James looked at his 
dad and said: “Dad, I won’t come in, I haven’t 
come to ask you for anything, I’ve just come 
to say goodbye. I love you and mum and I’m 
sorry.” Then he left.

My brother is seventy-eight years old and he 
called me in a panic and shared what had just 
happened. Immediately I phoned my nephew 
and encouraged him to come and meet up with 
me and my husband. “James,” I said, “there is 
no problem too big that can’t be fixed.” 

We prayed and waited, and I stood at the 
house gate. When he arrived, the threat of 
coronavirus didn’t stop me from giving him 
a big hug. I observed that he had two glass 
bottles of orange and about eight packets of 
tablets on the passenger seat of his car. We 
welcomed him into our home and had tea 
together. Most importantly, we didn’t ask any 
questions; we just let him talk and weep. We 
worked out how much financial help he would 
need, to calm his anxiety and fears and see him 
through the next three months. 

I phoned my brother and explained James’ 
situation. Without a hint of resistance, he said: 
“Tell James to meet me at the bank tomorrow 
and I’ll transfer what he needs into his bank.” 
I was overwhelmed – it was like the prodigal 
son returning home to his father, only in 
reverse. One of the best gifts is to love without 
judgment.

James is now aware he has been blessed through 
his cry of despair to Jesus. He has prayed with us 
since, thanking God for intervening in his life 
and reconnecting him to his family. Our prayer 
for James is that he now makes the right choice 
in his life to receive Jesus Christ into his heart 
and life as his own personal Saviour and Lord. 

This chain of events was not by chance or 
coincidence. To God be the glory. • 

This chain of events was not 
by chance or coincidence. 
To God be the glory.
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God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform:
He plants His footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm.

Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never-failing skill,
He treasures up His bright designs,
And works His sovereign will.

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.

His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour:
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.

Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain.

William Cowper

God is working in and through these difficult 
and uncertain times. Let us pray that those 
who are lost and without hope among our 
families, friends and neighbours will call out 
to Him when they are brought low. May we 
look back after this storm and rejoice in the 
wonders He has performed. • 
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At The Faith Mission Easter Convention 
in Bangor last year, I announced during 

my report that I intended to start a monthly 
youth meeting in the Dungannon area of 
South Tyrone. For many years a monthly 

Saturday night youth work called The Barn 
had been held at The Lifeboat Fellowship just 
outside the town, but it had sadly declined 
in numbers and was no longer taking place. 
So plans were put in place in late spring to 

by robert little

The Barn
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revive the work and provide somewhere for 
the young people to go on the third Saturday 
night of each month.

Invitations were printed and distributed at 
various events including band parades, youth 
camps and open-air witnesses, announcements 
were made in local churches and school 
Scripture Unions, news was effectively shared 
on social media, and of course, 
much prayer was offered to God 
to bless my plans.

The first meeting took place 
in September. I didn’t know 
what to expect but, to God be 
the glory, almost one hundred 
young people turned up to 
worship God, listen to His 
precious Word and to enjoy 
a time of food and fellowship 
afterwards. It has been a joy to 
get to know these young people 
and there is so much potential in 
every single one of them – they 
are all precious in His sight. 

The way I look at it is this. Every 
young life that comes into The Barn is one 
less young person wasting their life away in 
a nightclub drinking alcohol, sitting under a 
bridge taking drugs, or even sitting at home 
alone in their rooms being tempted to watch 
filth on the internet.

Up to now I have held six meetings with an 
average attendance of 128. Unfortunately, 
due to government restrictions on social 
distancing, I have had to temporarily 
suspend the work, but we all look forward to 
recommencing again as soon as possible.

I am so grateful for many things: for the local 
churches that organise transport to bring their 
young people to the meetings, to The Lifeboat 
Fellowship for their superb facilities, to the 
ladies who help with the catering and the men 
who help with car parking etc.; and to all of 
you, far and wide, who I know pray for The 
Barn – I simply could not do it without you!

The devil hates The Barn: it is 
a direct attack on his kingdom 
and he knows it. So please 
continue to pray for us and for 
all these young lives, asking that 
God will call many of them into 
His service. If this coronavirus 
has taught us anything, it is 
that life is very uncertain and 
unpredictable. However, God 
is the same ‘yesterday, today and 
forever’. And when all is said and 
done, there is only one thing 
worth doing, and that is serving 
the only Saviour of the world, 
Jesus Christ. 

Pray that our young people 
will realise this and will apply 

the words of the Lord in Matthew 6 to their 
hearts: ‘Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal but lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor steal for where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also’ 
(Matthew 6:19-21). • 

Robert is involved with evangelism and ministry with 
The Faith Mission in his home county of Tyrone and 
surrounding counties.
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Since September, I have been working in the 
Highland District under the mentorship of 

Donnie and Catherine Macleod. It has been a 
great experience so far and I am thankful to God 
for how He has led me in His work up to now. 

From joining the Mission until these recent 
times, one thing that has continually blessed me 
is seeing Christians unite in evangelism, despite 
never usually meeting together. A clear example 
of this would be a Mission Focus meeting we 
held in Point on Lewis, where there was a real 
keenness amongst Christians from the local 
churches to begin joint prayer meetings for 
their area.

 There are times when I have struggles; there are 
times when I feel too young and inexperienced 
to preach, especially to mature Christians. 
Yet one thing I am grateful for is the reminder 
that it is Him who strengthens me, and His 
Word will reach those who He means it to reach. 

During  the government restrictions, I am 
doing sermon and missionary story preparation, 
as well as helping my mum with odd jobs! An 
FM Scotland YouTube channel has also been 
set up, aiming to get the gospel out in such 
times as this.  Your prayers are appreciated as 
we look to God for opportunities to speak for 
Him even during the lockdown. • 

Proving god’s strength and Ability
by leWis MaCdonald

Upon reflecting on my time as a Faith 
Mission member thus far, it is safe to 

say it has truly been a whirlwind experience! 
Variety is a word I commonly find myself 
using when speaking to people about the 
work. In the short space of eight months I have 
been privileged to work in locations such as 
Durrow, Tullamore, Mountrath, Ballymena, 
and now in lockdown in Portadown. 

Something that has struck me in the weeks 
since Covid-19 has taken over our nations is 
how people are at the centre of nearly every 
aspect of the work. Churches and evangelical 
organisations have had to quickly adapt to 
a situation where meeting and joining with 
people is now forbidden. Many people now 
have to base their ministry online for their 

congregation and supporters. Little did I think 
that when writing my dissertation on ‘Social 
Media and Its Use in the Church’ last year, 
that it would become even more relative and 
important in such a short space of time.

Without social media today, there is no doubt 
we would struggle to keep in touch with our 
church family and receive fresh Bible teaching on 
a weekly basis. From the humble beginnings of 
the church in the New Testament, believers have 
always found a way to communicate the gospel 
message through any and all means available. 
Whether it be running a Facebook page, writing a 
blog, or hosting a YouTube channel, it’s important 
in these days that we practise the words spoken 
in Deuteronomy 32:3: ‘For I proclaim the name of 
the Lord: ascribe greatness to our God’. • 

god’s Preparation for Proclaiming 
His name Everywhere

by reuben lyons
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