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In recent months it has 
been necessary to pause 
some of our activities and 

rethink the ways in which we 
can communicate the gospel. 
This has resulted in a variety 
of encouraging opportunities 
to share the message of hope, 
but we are delighted that 
in recent weeks it has been 
possible to recommence some 
more traditional outreach 
activities. These vary widely 
from country to country and 
area to area depending on the 
local restrictions. You will read 
of some of these opportunities 
in the reports contained later 
in the magazine. 

Our bookshops and cafés 
had to close in March, but 
we were able to continue to 
supply books via our online 
accounts. It was thrilling to 
notice that Bibles made up 
the majority of purchases 
during that time. As I write, 
our shops in Northern 
Ireland have reopened and 
the shops in Scotland are 
being reopened on a phased 
basis. We are delighted to 
see customers returning and 
trust footfall will continue to 
increase as confidence builds.

Bible College staff are 
currently making the necessary 
arrangements for the new 

academic year, which is due to 
commence in mid-September. 
We are pleased to have a good 
number of applications, with 
other enquiries continuing to 
come in. However, the number 
of students who can be resident 
onsite may be restricted by 
the Covid-19 regulations in 
operation at the time. On 31 
July, Ben and Hannah Fiddian 
concluded their time with the 
Mission and we are grateful to 
them for their fellowship and 
ministry at the College and 
throughout the wider work of 
the Mission during the last two 
years. We trust they will know 
clear guidance and blessing as 
they walk with God into the next 
chapter of their service for Him.

At recent meetings of the 
Board and Mission Council 
the following District 
leadership decisions were 
confirmed and will take 
effect during the autumn:

North West Irish District:
Superintendent - William 
(and Carolyn) Harrison 
Anglo Scottish Border 
District: Interim oversight 
– Gordon (and Janice) 
Thomson  

A wonderful seal regarding 
these decisions was received 
by the confirmation that 

appropriate care provision 
is available for William and 
Carolyn’s son, Kyle. The exact 
date of their relocation to 
Ballykelly is dependent on 
necessary adaptations to the 
house being completed.

We value prayer for wisdom 
as decisions are made 
regarding the long-term 
leadership of the Anglo 
Scottish Border District. 
Meanwhile Gordon Thomson 
will oversee the District 
alongside his responsibility as 
Superintendent of the South 
Scottish District. Gordon may 
ask Alistair Patterson or other 
Mission personnel to take 
responsibility for some key 
events as and when necessary.

We look forward to Andrew 
and Carolyn Maybin and 
Wesley Brewer commencing 
ministry with the Mission 
in September and October 
respectively. Andrew and 
Carolyn will be based in the 
Garvagh area of Northern 
Ireland and Wesley will be 
based in Cumbria.

Please uphold each of these 
personnel in prayer as they 
adjust to the changes and take 
on their new responsibilities. •

John Townend, General Director

A  m e s s A g e  f r O m  t h e  f A I t h 
m I s s I O n ’ s  g e n e r A l  d I r e c t O r
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The story is told of 
an elderly Quaker 
gentleman who 

was watching his new 
neighbour moving in next 
door. Being amazed at the 
excessive amount of things his 
neighbour was unloading, the 
Quaker graciously said to him: 
“Sir, if ever you think you need 
something you haven’t got, 
just speak to me and I will tell 
you how to live without it!”

As the government seeks to 
ease the Covid-19 lockdown 
and get the economy 
restarted, there are concerned 
voices asking: “Is this 
putting the economy before 
health, money before lives?” 
However, it does challenge us 
to reflect on the major part 
money plays in all our lives, 
and how easy it is to use a lot 
of mental energy regarding 
material things. The Bible, of 

The 
Key To 

Contentment

by noel 
Darragh
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course, has excellent instruction on what our 
attitude should be in this area. For example 
in 1 Timothy chapter six we have the key to a 
contented state of mind with no anxiety about 
acquiring more.

The word here in verse six translated 
‘contentment’ carries the idea of an ‘inner 
quality’ that doesn’t depend on circumstances. 
Stoicism and New Ageism promote a similar 
idea but it’s a self-sufficiency. The Apostle 
Paul teaches and testifies that Christ is our 
sufficiency: ‘I have learned the secret in being 
content… whether living in plenty or in want’ 
(Philippians 4:11-13). Basically he is saying: 
“whether I have or have not, I enjoy this 
contentment because Christ continually 
pours His life into me,” and even while he 
is in ‘lockdown’ (prison), the inner quality 
remained a reality.

In verse five of 1 Timothy chapter six, Paul 
speaks about those who having lost their hold 
on the truth and seek to make profit out of 
religion – they see religion as a good paying 
business. Verse six gives us the truth that we 
need to hold firmly to, that is that a God-
centred life produces this amazing reward – 
contentment! Verse seven states a fact we all 
know to be true but often live as if it were not: 
‘we brought nothing into the world and we can 
take nothing out of it’. Paul is saying that we had 
no grip on material things as we entered this 
world and we will have to let go of everything 
at the end. Someone has asked the question: 
“How much did the wealthy man leave when 
he died?”  Answer: “Everything.”

What we need then is a formula for 
contentment between birth and death and we 
have it here: ‘But if we have food and clothing 
we will be content with that’ (v.8). These are 
the basic necessities of life. Paul is not saying 

we should be content in destitution. Jesus 
taught us to ask for our ‘daily bread’. He also 
counselled us against anxiety regarding the 
essentials of life (see Matthew 6:11, 25-34). 
In having food and clothing, which would 
include shelter, let us enjoy contentment.

As Paul continues teaching on this subject he 
reveals the great enemy of contentment, which 
is covetousness – ‘People who want to get rich 
fall into temptation… For the love of money is the 
root of all evil’ (vv.9-10). This is an evil that is 
self-destructive, an addiction that always longs 
for more and can never be satisfied. In these 
verses there is no condemnation of wealth 
or possessions in themselves because later, in 
verses 17-19, we read that those whom God has 
prospered are instructed to find their security 
in Him and give unselfishly. The problem is 
the desire that’s never satisfied is like drinking 
salty water. The words of Hebrews 13:5 have 
brought strength to many in times of testing: 
‘I will never leave you nor forsake you’; but we 
must note the earlier part of the verse which 
instructs us to live life free from the love of 
money and be content with what we have.

In facing a period of uncertainty, perhaps 
unemployment and stringent budgets, may 
we all find true contentment in the sufficiency 
of Christ. “A heart that’s contented, a satisfied 
mind, these are the treasures money can’t buy.”1

“Through Christ you can be what you ought 
to be, do what you ought to do, and have what 
you ought to have, all to the glory of God.”
Charles W Koller • 

1 Quotation taken from ‘Acres of Diamonds’ by Arthur 
Smith

Noel is married to Olive and they live in Northern 
Ireland. He is a retired pastor and was formerly the 
chairman for The Faith Mission Board of Trustees. 
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I  srael’s history shows how man – sinful, 
weak, insufficient – may establish such a 
relationship with the eternal God as would 

reveal to his need how able God is. It is faith that 
makes these discoveries of God and appropriates 
what they offer, then celebrating such reality with 
the new name revealed. But, the nation’s history 
far from illustrated or exemplified the sacred name 
declared to them.  The victory and blessing they 
were called to was not being realised. The hopes 

by h e govan

Jehovah

t h e  Lo r d 
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held out to them had not been exaggerated 
though. They chose to ignore God’s conditions 
for blessing and were responding to Him as 
though His offers were unconditional.

Seven years of bondage under the yoke 
of Midian, and Israel’s sin is clearly the 
cause. Then the Amalekites joined Midian and 
it was against them Jehovah Nissi had given 
Israel victory in Moses’ final days (Numbers 
31). Now, though, they were at the mercy of 
their foes, as devastation extended right down 
to Gaza. Herbs, crops, fruit, flocks and herds 
had all been taken from them and 
they were hiding in mountain dens 
and caves. ‘Israel was brought very 
low because of Midian; and the 
children of Israel cried unto Jehovah’. 
His ear, as ever, is attentive to the 
cry of the afflicted, but His first 
answer is not exactly what they 
long for. Man cries for deliverance 
from his misfortunes, but God, 
being a God of judgement, method 
and order (Isaiah 30:18) waits for 
him to realise and acknowledge 
the sin that has caused it. The facts 
are clear, and the truth had to 
be pondered with brokenness of 
contrition and then the deliverer 
would come.

On the borders of Ephraim and Manasseh, ten 
miles south of Samaria was Joash in Ophrah 
whose name signified ‘Jehovah is firmness’.  It 
was His firmness, and invariableness which 
would not allow Him to overlook their sin: ‘He 
cannot deny himself ’.  If they would return to 
the old terms of His covenant with them, they 
would find His grace as constant as ever and 
His promises as trustworthy. Joash’s objects of 
devotion, however, were Baal and Ashtoreth 
instead. Today the youngest son was privately 

beating out a small store of wheat unaware he 
was being watched by a stranger.  He looked 
up and was greeted: ‘Jehovah with thee, mighty 
warrior!’ Gideon’s reply revealed a youth who 
had deeply thought of the situation, in the light 
of God, even here. Why was this disaster on 
the nation and his own brothers slaughtered 
by the invader?  Where were all the mercies of 
Jehovah he had heard of ?  Surely He had cast 
off His people. “The Lord with us? No, He has 
deserted us in our time of need.”

The whole point of the incident is the 
personality of the visitor.  In verses 
11-12 and 21-22 He is spoken of 
as the (not an) Angel of Jehovah, 
and in verses 14 and 16 He is 
called Jehovah. A similar variation 
of terms are used in His visit to 
Hagar (Genesis 16 and 21), to 
Abraham (Genesis 18), to Moses at 
the burning bush (Exodus 3), and 
at the announcement of Samson’s 
birth ( Judges 13).   When Jacob was 
at Peniel, he recognised in meeting 
with the wrestler, he had seen ‘the 
face of God’ (Genesis 32:30).

Exodus 33:20 still stands – 
‘no man shall see [God], and 

live’.  Conceiving God in His absolute, 
essential and ineffable glory, the thought of 
looking upon His face would have terrorised 
the Israelite.   When the elders of the people 
saw ‘the God of Israel’, it was noted in surprise 
that ‘He laid not His hand upon any of them’ 
(Exodus 24:9-11) and they begged in fear to 
not meet Him in such a way again in case it led 
to death (Deuteronomy 5:23-26). Daniel was 
prostrated by the heavenly vision and Isaiah 
responded in woe as his eyes had ‘seen the 
King, Jehovah of hosts’  (Daniel 10:10; Isaiah 
6:5).

If they would 
return to the 
old terms of 
his covenant 

with them, 
they would 

find his grace 
as constant as 
ever and his 
promises as 
trustworthy.
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How then can sinful man establish a saving 
relationship with such a holy God?  ‘The only 
begotten Son... He hath declared Him’  ( John 
1:18). None of us, in our sinful state, could 
ever have come to see God in His absolute 
glory.  But, there is a Mediator and through 
His work of redemption, He made Himself 
known to us under human conditions. Judaism 
found it difficult to conceive one God could 
be revealed in more than one Person; but, 
there was One in whom He could manifest 
His glory to man. The mission of the Christ 
for man’s redemption did not begin in the 
incarnation.

So, it was Jehovah who looked 
upon Gideon. The same verb was 
used as in Peniel (Genesis 32) – the 
Lord turns His face towards him 
and lifts upon him the light of His 
countenance. With this comes the 
assurance: ‘Have not I sent thee? 
...I will be with thee, and thou shalt 
smite the Midianites as one man’. 
With this, the awful yet glorious 
fact was brought to Gideon – could 
it be that this ‘Angel of Jehovah’ was 
in some mysterious sense Jehovah 
Himself, back to His people’s 
aid?  If so, only success lay ahead! But, he 
had to be sure of his ground: there must be 
no illusion. ‘If now I have found grace in Thy 
sight, show me a sign that it is Thou talkest 
with me,’ he pleaded. All Gideon’s hope of 
victory had to rest on the certainty of divine 
commission.  The eyes of Jehovah who spoke 
to Moses from the burning bush could hearten 
the weakest in Manasseh if they would look 
on Him.

What follows confirms the view that he 
was seeking an assurance of the deity of his 
visitor. The terms used of making a gift to the 

stranger are all sacrificial; not an ordinary 
meal, but an offering, rendering divine 
honours.  If the stranger accepts these, He is 
divine. Like Jacob wrestling: “Wrestling, I will 
not let Thee go, till I thy Name, Thy Nature 
know.” So does Gideon press to ascertain 
the personality of his mysterious visitor. For 
what more could any desire who cried for the 
abominations of the land, and felt his heart 
beat fast in the thought of a holy crusade 
against Midian, than to have such a vision of 
and commission from the Lord of hosts? Then 
dare he fear to overturn Baal or attack hosts 

of Midian? How wonderful when 
God comes to one of His children 
in a backslidden age and lays upon 
him “the mighty ordination of the 
pierced Hands”.

Often the chosen deliverer has 
been obscure, doubting of ability 
and no high dreams. Samuel, 
David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, fishermen 
of Galilee, Wycliffe, Luther, 
Cromwell, Wesley, Moody – how 
His personal touch and bidding 
gave nerves and equipped them 
for the impossible. There are more 
obscure individuals who might see 

wondrous transformations if only they would 
wait upon Him for their personal ‘Peniel’. 
Moses found no natural enthusiasm would 
suffice. Attempts to deliver his brethren with 
his own zeal ended in him being in the back of 
the desert; but, when there he saw the face of 
God and heard His commission, allowing him 
to return to the task in an energy that could 
not fail.

Gideon sought the sign of divine commission, 
and it came.  Fire consumed the offering and 
with it his guest vanished.  But the answer 
was overwhelming, and it prostrated him. In 

the eyes 
of Jehovah 

who spoke to 
moses from 
the burning 
bush could 
hearten the 
weakest in 

manasseh if 
they would 

look on him.
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the breathless excitement 
of this encounter, so full 
of glorious possibilities, 
Gideon had been carried 
along in daring intimacy 
with the ‘traveller 
unknown’, but now the 
awful significance gripped 
his heart. ‘Alas, Oh Lord 
Jehovah,’ he cries, ‘I have 
seen the Angel of God 
face to face’.  Can man see 
His face and live?  If we 
recognise ‘the extreme 
brightness of His glory 
and the very image of His 
substance’, in Him we may 
become intimate with the 
invisible, not as a dread 
but as One graciously 
near.  The face of Jesus 
Christ is the mirror for 
us to behold ‘the light of 
the knowledge of the glory 
of God’.  This vision has a 
transforming power by 
which, through the Spirit, 
the beholder becomes 
adapted to the vision of 
the saints in light.

The Lord replied to 
Gideon: ‘Peace be upon 
thee! Thou shalt not die’. It 
was there Gideon erected 
his altar and called it 
‘Jehovah Shalom’ – the 
Lord is peace. He couldn’t 
explain how such an 
awesome God could also 
be peace but ‘the mighty 
God’ is ‘the Prince of peace’ 
(Isaiah 9:6), the sight of 

God’s face is in accord 
with peace (Numbers 
6:26), and in that there is 
strength facing a hostile 
world.  The man who has 
looked on the face of 
Jehovah can hew down 
the altar of Baal and with 
three hundred men rout 
the numberless hosts of 
Midian.

Our weakness is that the 
vision has never been 
ours, or has not continued 
with us or been renewed 
in time of need.  Cry 
with the Psalmist: ‘Turn 
us again, Oh Jehovah, 
God of hosts!  Cause Thy 
face to shine and we shall 
be saved’.  He who has 
seen the face of God, 
and been assured of His 
favour, need fear no face 
of man. In the risen Lord’s 
revelation of Himself to 
His disciples, ‘Peace be 
unto you!’ is the prelude 
to the commission to go 
out to conquer the world 
in His name ( John 20:19-
23). We cannot simply say 
in the far past we had our 
‘Peniel’, but constantly, 
on the condition we 
walk in the light, we 
have fellowship with the 
Father, and with His Son 
Jesus Christ. For His word 
to us is, ‘Lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of 
the age’.  • 

Often the chosen 
deliverer has been 
obscure, doubting 
of ability and no 
high dreams... 

There are 
more obscure 
individuals 
who might 
see wondrous 
transformations 
if only they would 
wait upon Him.
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The first set of Minor Prophets, Hosea 
Joel and Amos, warned the people that 

their behaviour was such that it called for 
the judgment of God on them.  Hosea issued 
a gentle warning, whereas Amos was more 
aggressive, and Joel showed that God uses 
circumstances to make people aware of the 
need for repentance and to see restoration.

Circumstances are the key to this next set of 
Minor Prophets – Obadiah, Jonah, Nahum 
and Habakkuk – as it has now passed the 
point of no return and clearly repentance is 

not forthcoming. There is nothing left for 
God but to act in judgment. This particular 
group of prophets is concerned with how that 
judgment is executed. The net result is that 
there is considerable confusion.

The nations around are clearly intent on 
destroying God’s people. This has been helped 
by the fact that God’s people have made 
alliances with them and copied their beliefs 
and practices. Now it seems that God is going 
to use these very powers to carry out His 
purposes. That is the cause of the confusion 

by howell 
Jones

 light 
in the

Darkness
i n t r o D u C i n g

t h e  m i n o r 
P r o P h e t s
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that troubles Habakkuk as he contemplates 
how a holy God can use a heathen nation 
like Babylon to carry out His will. Jonah is 
in a similar dilemma. He is reluctant to go to 
Nineveh to proclaim God’s judgment. When 
he eventually goes he is devastated because God 
forgives the repenting nation. This is far too 
much for Jonah, so God has to teach him again 
about mercy. We too share such confusion 
when things do not work out as we expect and 
‘the heathen rage’ or ‘the wicked triumph’. The 
obvious answer is that God is sovereign and 
uses all of His creation – heathen and holy – to 
carry out His purposes. Secondly, He is 
a gracious and compassionate God 
who offers a taste of His mercy 
to all who fear Him.

But His offer is conditional 
on repentance and faith. 
Without that, even 
though they might have 
been His instruments at 
one time, godlessness brings 
condemnation. Obadiah 
announces God’s wrath against 
Edom who stood aloof while Judah was 
being attacked by Babylon. This indifference 
is more serious because Edom is a descendant 
of Esau and clearly has an understanding 
of God’s purpose. They cannot hide from 
God. Neither can Nineveh survive. Nahum 
proclaims God’s judgment on it: there is no 
hope; it will be overtaken by the Babylonians. 
There is no mercy for those who reject God.

So what can we learn from this little group of 
prophets? They clearly are active during this 
period of great uncertainty when the wrath 
of God is inevitable but the discernment of 
how He executes that judgment is anything 
but clear. It leaves the people overwhelmed by 
confusion and misunderstanding. Yet in that 
very situation, in this set of circumstances, 

there is the assurance that the powers of the 
nations are limited and that God has the last 
word. There is a need to acknowledge God 
as sovereign and that He is the only One 
who knows why and how He does things 
in an unexpected way, even to the extent of 
apparently abandoning His people and using 
other nations to inflict punishment on His 
own. 

Habakkuk declares that very clearly. In 
among all his own confusion, he recognises 
that although everything is a waste yet he will 

trust God. He says: ‘though the fig tree 
does not blossom, and no fruit is on 

the vines… yet I will rejoice in the 
Lord; I will exult in the God 

of my salvation’ (3:17-18). 
Even in these dark times 
God is to be trusted.

In heavenly love abiding,
No change my heart shall 

fear;
And safe is such confiding,

For nothing changes here.
The storm may roar without me,

My heart may low be laid,
But God is round about me
And can I be dismayed?

In the next group of Minor Prophets, Micah 
and Zephaniah, who also belong to this 
time period, we will see how the process is 
elaborated on and explained; and in that 
explanation there is a ray of hope. • 

Howell is a former lecturer and 
is now involved in informal Bible 
teaching in various contexts. He leads 
the Bearsden and Milngavie Prayer 
Union.

there is a need to 
acknowledge god 

as sovereign and that 
he is the only One who 

knows why and how 
he does things in an 

unexpected way.
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R uins are interesting 
structures. Both 
Ireland and Great 

Britain are covered with 
these stones of history. Many 
American and Canadian 
tourists flock to see them 
throughout the year, partly 
because they live in ‘newer’ 
countries that don’t have 
them and so are fascinated by 
these structures. Meanwhile 
some who have grown up in 
a country filled with them 
hardly pay attention to the 
crumbling old blocks of 
stone.

However, these clusters 
of old stones are pieces of 

history that may be as old 
as the islands themselves 
and were once part of a 
grander design. Ruins such 
as Tintern Abbey in County 
Wexford, or Dunluce Castle 
in Northern Ireland, are only 
a shell of their former selves 
today. It’s fun to imagine 
these places as they once 
were, the monarchs who 
ruled, the activity of servants 
and various people who came 
and went. Many of the castles 
and fortresses may have been 
seen as impenetrable, the 
monasteries and abbeys as 
lasting many centuries; but 
the truth was learned the 
hard way through wars and 

Building

invasions over the years. 
While it is true that some 
walls and stairwells still 
stand, the glory that would 
have been is no longer there 
and they are slowly decaying. 

The temple in Jerusalem was 
also seen as indomitable. The 
Jewish people in Jesus’ time 
thought it inconceivable for 
their great city to fall and no 
invading army would ever be 
able to defeat it. However, 
we know from history that 
the Romans did destroy 
the temple in 70 AD and 
Jerusalem fell. In one swoop 
the hope of the Jews was 
destroyed and their hearts 
crushed. What they saw 
as solid and impenetrable 
was turned to dust and ash. 
The problem was that all 
their hope was in a building 
made by human hands. The 
people had lost sight of the 
Truth. They had placed their 

for Eternity

by margaret roberts
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trust in manmade traditions 
and views, believing that 
the Messiah was going to 
come and conquer their 
enemies. He did come and 
walk among them – He 
even taught in their temple! 
But the enemy He came to 
destroy was not the Romans, 
but their greatest enemy 
who kept them from a right 
relationship with God – sin. 

‘Jesus answered them: 
“Destroy this temple, and I 
will raise it again in three 
days”’ ( John 2:19). We know 
that Jesus was speaking here 
about His body, and that 
after the crucifixion He did 
rise again victorious! But the 
meaning of Jesus’ words was 
lost on them; they thought 
He spoke of the literal temple 
building, and they had placed 
their trust in the strength and 
glory of it. 

Too often in today’s world 
we do the same as our 
forefathers. We put our trust 
and hope in material things. 
We want the latest gadgets, 
the newest fashion, the best 
things that the world has 
to offer. In the social media 
world we want to be noticed; 
we want our name to play a 
role and to be ‘ever present’ 
in the latest events. 

The problem is we are already 
part of the ‘big picture’ 
in the eyes of eternity but 

sometimes we get lost in 
finite, small ‘pictures’ of the 
world. With the fast-paced 
culture around us always 
wanting ‘something’ we lose 
ourselves in the materialistic 
and put all our efforts into 
the here and now, which will 
eventually crumble and turn 
into the ruins we see around 
us today. 

Scripture repeatedly tells us 
to look to eternity: ‘Do not 
store up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moths and 
vermin destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. But 
store up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where moths and 
vermin do not destroy, and 
where thieves do not break 
in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will 
be also’ (Matthew 6:19-21).

Our wealth, our treasures 
shouldn’t be laid up in this 
world. What are we pouring 
our efforts and heart into? 
The Covid-19 situation we 
are currently living through 
is hard; we are limited in our 
movements, and yet God gives 
such opportunities when we 
are willing and seeking Him. 
It is a wonder to think upon 
the Saviour who willingly laid 
down His crown of gold, and 
for a time replaced it with a 
crown of thorns; who would 
take off His robe of splendour 
and exchange it with sin’s dark 
clothing to clothe us with the 

white of righteousness; who 
’for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is seated at the 
right hand of the throne of God’ 
(Hebrews 12:2). 

The cost was great, but Jesus is 
greater, and He willingly laid 
down everything so we could 
have eternity with Him! Free 
from sin! Since Jesus gave us 
everything, we can know His 
peace and presence now and 
forever. And we can choose 
to worship, fixing our eyes 
on Him and serving in the 
unique positions He gives us.  

Eternity is ahead: may we use 
the time we have now to reach 
out to a broken world with the 
good news of the gospel: to 
help one another, to serve our 
friends and neighbours. As 
Christians we know this is all 
temporary and greater things 
are ahead. This isn’t an easy 
time, and we aren’t promised 
an easy road, but the great 
news is that we have a God 
who walks with us: ‘Keep your 
lives free from the love of money 
and be content with what you 
have, because God has said, 
“Never will I leave you;  never 
will I forsake you”’ (Hebrews 
13:5). Let’s not pour our gifts 
and abilities into ruins but 
pour out for God! • 

Margaret is from Canada and 
is an FM member based in the 
Midlands of Ireland.



F i r s t  m A g A z i n e     1 4

The Lord spoke to the prophet in 
Habakkuk 2:2 telling him to ‘write 
the vision down and make it plain on 

tablets that he may run who reads it’. He was 
commanded to write these ancient texts on 
huge clay stone or metal tablets so that others 
could read the Lord’s answers to the people.

The principle of recording what the Lord 
is saying to us personally is still compelling. 
Whether it is through a particular scripture 
that resonates to a situation we find ourselves 
in, or a strong sense of knowing God’s deep 

‘Journaling has given 

a greater revelation of 

the Word, brought a 

deeper intimacy with 

Jesus, and allowed my 

faith to become even 

more alive...’

by 
Julie Jones

The 
Benefits 
of Keeping 

a spiritual 
Journal 
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impression upon our spirit, it is all worth 
recording. For me, journaling, documenting, 
spiritually diarising, is truly so that I run well 
as I read it (see Habakkuk 2:2b). Having 

become a Christian as a young 
girl at a Faith Mission camp 
in Portadown, I have now 
journeyed with the Lord 
for over thirty years. During 
this time I have known the 
personal benefit and spiritual 
growth of writing down 
my thoughts, prayers and 
musings. As I write and read 
over my scribbled pages, my 
heart is overwhelmed by the 
record of God’s goodness and 
faithfulness, and how He steps 
in and makes ways where there 
has been no way forward.
 
‘Trust him at all times, you 
people, pour out your heart 
before him’ (Psalm 62:8). There 
have been times when just like 
the psalmist, I have known 
what it is to let my pen flow as 
I pour out my heart to the Lord, 
writing out prayers for particular 
needs or updating my prayer 
lists. Of course, alongside this we 
must always keep space for the 
recording of answered prayers. 
Again, this is an encouraging 
way to reflect and be inspired 
to continue in the discipline of 

prayer, which in turn progresses 
into allowing a deeper relationship 

with our Lord to develop.

It is in my journal that I find myself writing 
notes of any Bible study or sermons that I 
listen to, again writing alongside any thoughts 
or ideas or challenges that come from such 

teachings. We are all different and we all have 
our own individual ways of recording our 
journey with the Lord.

On a recent trip to the Christian bookshop 
I was shown an array of bookmark cards, 
journals, highlighters and magnets with 
scriptures. There was an endless supply of 
beautiful materials to help adults and children 
keep a journal. Or it could be a small discount 
jotter from the local supermarket. It really 
doesn’t matter but I strongly suggest you keep 
it near to your Bible, on standby with a pen at 
all times. There are those that in this digital age 
who would prefer to highlight and note from 
whatever device they may have, whether an 
iPhone or tablet; however, personally, the pen 
has often kept the expressiveness unbroken as 
I have written.

I have recently purchased a beautiful journaling 
Bible and excitedly look forward to using this 
within my daily devotions. One former pastor 
of mine encouraged us to read our Bibles, mark 
our Bibles, and learn what we have underlined. 
So I have never been hesitant to underline, 
score or highlight, as all of these are to help me 
walk into a deeper faith with Jesus allowing the 
Holy Spirit to fill my life in every area.

Overall for me, journaling has given a greater 
revelation of the Word, brought a deeper 
intimacy with Jesus, and allowed my faith to 
become even more alive, as I have chosen to be 
still before Him and listened expectantly as He 
has and still does speak. It is truly a record of 
my confiding with my wonderful Saviour. • 

Julie is originally from Bangor, 
Northern Ireland, and ministers 
with her husband, Darren, in South 
Yorkshire among the homeless and 
hurting. They are also foster carers and 
enjoy reading, the outdoors and new 
adventures! 
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The Interview

FM: Were books and reading 
a vital part of your life while 
growing up? 
John: Definitely not. None of 
the family were readers so I never 
picked up the reading habit from 
home. I left school at fifteen years 
of age, not having read, as far as 

I can remember, one book on 
any subject from cover to 

cover. I am ashamed to 
say that it continued that 
way into my late teens.

FM: Was there a 
significant moment in 
your life that gave you 
a desire and interest 
towards books? 
John: Yes, when I 
became a Christian 
at nineteen years of 
age. I knew very little 
of Christianity, but 
enough to know ‘I was 

a great sinner and Jesus 
was a great Savour’. Within 
a very short time of being 

converted, I discovered I 

had an appetite to read. I had a 
hunger and thirst to know more 
about Jesus so as to know Jesus 
more – the Jesus of the Bible, 
the only Jesus there is. I began 
to read the New Testament and 
then started to dip into the Old 
Testament alongside the reading 
of recommended books by some 
mature Christians in the church 
who mentored me.

FM: What advice would you give 
to someone who struggles with 
reading?
John: If you are not a natural reader 
then I would encourage you to begin 
with books that are not too long and 
have short chapters. To read one 
book from cover to cover, and glean 
a few helpful thoughts along the 
way, can give a sense of achievement 
as well as encouragement to read 
more. I would then slowly but 
surely introduce books in the 
form of biographical stories from 
church history, which is not 
just enlightening but extremely 
interesting.

During this period of lockdown, we have had more time for personal reading. 
Perhaps you are amongst the group where reading doesn’t come naturally.  

We hope you will receive some help and encouragement in this area from an interview 
with John Shearer. John is a retired pastor but still preaches at many churches whose 

pulpits are vacant. He also acts as chaplain to Faith Mission members in Great Britain.

r e A d I n g
e A s y  f O r  s O m e  B u t 

d I f f I c u lt  f O r  O t h e r s
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FM: How important is it for Christians to 
read other books as well as the Bible?
John: It is absolutely vital to read other books, 
although you must never forget that the 
Bible is always the touchstone when it comes 
to truth. Knowing that the Bible is the final 
authority in all things pertaining to what 
Christians believe and how they behave, it is 
nevertheless true that God has uniquely gifted 
men and women with the pen and they have 
much to teach us. They have the role of not 
supplanting but supplementing the Scriptures 
to our eternal benefit and wellbeing.

FM: Do you think reading is more difficult for 
our younger generation?
John: Yes, it probably is more difficult for those 
brought up in this digital age of distraction. 
But even if reading begins as a discipline, it 
really is a necessity if we are to be able to give 
a reason for the hope that lies within us as 
Christians. Someone has said “to think is to 
believe and to believe is to think” and reading 
is one of the ways that can help us to use our 
minds to the maximum. 

FM: What book would you encourage a 
recently born again Christian to read?
John: One of the books I would highly 
recommend is the book by William MacDonald 
on True Discipleship. It was compulsory 
reading for going with Operation Mobilisation 
to Europe. I read this book very early on in my 
Christian life and it certainly raised the bar when 
it comes to finding out what Jesus meant when 
He preached on this subject. It pointed out 
what He taught as normal, for those who were 
passionate about following Him all the way.

FM: What easy-to-read book on an overview 
of the Old Testament would you recommend to 
someone who wants to study but hasn’t done 
any before?
John: As a young Christian I soon realised that 

I knew very little of the Old Testament. The 
book that really helped me in my early years was 
Let’s Read the Old Testament by Dr Raymond 
Brown. It paved the way for the reading much 
later on of Mark Dever’s book entitled The 
Message of the Old Testament, which I found 
to be a very readable but more in-depth study of 
the most neglected half of the Bible.

FM: Apart from the Bible, what book would 
you recommend every Christian ought to read 
and why?
John: I would recommend every Christian 
should read The Knowledge of the Holy by A 
W Tozer. There is nothing more important in 
the Christian life than getting to know God 
more and more. The genius of Tozer is that he 
makes this doctrinal book into a devotional 
book as he brings theology into the realm of 
doxology for all God’s people. 

FM: Is there a particular book that has had a 
huge impact on your Christian life?
John: The one book that stands out and which 
has impacted my life perhaps more than any 
other is Shadow of the Almighty by Elisabeth 
Elliot. I have read it several times and it never 
fails to challenge the level of my commitment 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. We all need heroes, 
and Jim Elliot, along with his four missionary 
colleagues, became one of my heroes. He was 
a man who was faithful unto death. Some 
quotes from that book are pure gold and none 
more so than “He is no fool who gives what 
he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose”. 
This quotation has shadowed me throughout 
my entire life as a Christian. • 

At the time of writing, our Bookshops in Northern 
Ireland have all reopened and our Bookshops in Scotland 
are being reopened on a phased basis. Our staff would 
be delighted to welcome you back. Some shops have 
reduced opening hours, so please check before visiting. 
Books can also be purchased from our online shop at 
faithmissionbookshops.com
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Testimony

I was born on 22 February, 
1999, in Belfast City 
Hospital and was a healthy 

child. However, within hours of 
being born, things changed for 
the worse. My mum was holding 
me and her sister was sitting 
beside her, in to visit the newborn 
baby. My mum let out an abrupt 
gasp: “Nora, he has stopped 
breathing! Run! Get the midwife, 
quick!” Auntie Nora would say 
she was about to tell mum to stop 
being silly until she looked over. 
Mum resuscitated me before the 
medical team came around. I was 
admitted to intensive care and put 
on life support until I was strong 
enough to have open heart surgery 

to correct the arteries within the 
heart. Thankfully the surgery and 
everything was successful.

The scar I was left with didn’t 
make me nervous or anxious. 
I felt it was more like a battle 
scar, which meant that I wasn’t 
afraid of anything, doing dares in 
primary school that no one else 
would do. I turned something bad 
into something that encouraged 
me to do my best in everything. I 
played squash and tennis six days 
a week. When I was twelve, I was 
the fittest I ever was. However, 
one annual check-up was to end 
that. At that point in my life I had 
belief in a god, but it was more 

m u m  s A v e d  m y  l I f e
J e s u s  s A v e d  m y  s O u l

Testimony of Ryan Malone
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for my own benefit. As a Catholic, I enjoyed 
going to mass because I got to dress up in a 
suit once a week.

At a check-up in the hospital, my life was 
shattered. I asked: “Why me?” Other people 
had done much worse than I had ever 
imagined doing and they were okay. I was 
filled with deep sadness as I sat with my mum 
on my left and my cardiac consultant on my 
right. I burst into tears, the first time I had 
done this in front of anyone. My world caved 
in. I lived for squash: it was what I had looked 
forward to and I wasn’t allowed to partake 
anymore. Promises that I was going to have 
a trial for the Ulster squash squad for my age 
group were dashed.

I had surgery in 2011. The next year my 
granny passed away followed by my granda 
in 2014. I remember feeling low at this 
point. Granny’s death was the first I had 
experienced and I remember just sitting 
in the school corridors at break times by 
myself, missing her and feeling a deep 
loneliness. My granda’s death was the end 
of that generation – no more grandparents. 
There was a real void in my life which needed 
to be filled. At this point I thought: “What 
did I do to deserve this?” I started to put 
everything into my faith. I attended the 
Roman Catholic mass every week, went 
to the extra clubs that were organised, and 
did everything I could around the chapel. I 
had already been baptised as an infant, had 
my holy communion, my confirmation and 
I prayed the whole way around the rosary 
every night before bed, no matter how tired 
I was. I went with mum to the novenas in 
Clonard Monastery. I thought there would 
be something seriously wrong if I didn’t get 
to heaven, because I was doing everything I 
could to get there.

Then I began to question things. Walking 
up Royal Avenue in Belfast one day, I felt 
led to talk to a street preacher. “Are you a 
Christian, son?” he asked, and I said, “Yeah, 
I’m a Catholic.” He tried to explain the gospel 
to me but I just didn’t get it. I wasn’t going 
to listen to him saying that he was right and I 
was wrong, because the local priest was more 
than good to me, having visited my house 
when I had my operation and at various other 
times to give me and my family support. I had 
a lot of respect for him: he had taken me for 
classes in how to speak at the altar, trained me 
for mass readings, and really went the extra 
mile for me. In the end, the street preacher 
said: “Son, get yourself a Bible and read it.”

My dad had some Bibles from Sunday school, 
so I got one of them and began reading. I 
started raising issues that the Roman Catholic 
Church had no answer for. Why do we call the 
priest “Father” when Matthew 23:9 says that 
we should call no man Father upon the earth? 
Why are there no Bibles in the pews? Where 
are rosary beads in the Bible? All believers are 
priests according to Revelation1:6. Hebrews 
talks about a once and for all sacrifice and says 
that Christ’s blood obtains eternal redemption 
for us. When I walked in the doors of the 
chapel every Sunday people probably said I 
was that young lad that asks all the questions 
and perhaps thought I was a pest.

I was on a search for truth so I read the 
whole Bible which took me fifteen months. I 
would start my Bible reading at eight in the 
evening and not finish until three or four the 
next morning. As I read, I was also looking 
up words and watching sermons online 
to explain different things which I didn’t 
understand. It was not only to give me a better 
understanding, but to impress Jesus. Then I 
discovered that it was by grace that I could be 
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saved and not of works – there was nothing 
I could do as a sinner. I found out that it was 
only through the cross and the sacrifice that 
Jesus made for me on the cross. If I put my faith 
in Jesus and confessed my sins to a righteous 
and sinless Saviour, I could be saved. I learned 
that it isn’t God’s will that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance. Jesus 
loves me, Jesus cares; there is no need to walk 
the corridors alone. At sixteen I believe I was 
truly saved and born again. Jesus filled the 
void that no other could fill.

Many amazing things have happened since 
I was born again. I am now involved in 
outreach and have had the privilege of leading 
many to Jesus. One evening I felt the Lord 
say: “Put gospel tracts in your backpack and 
do door-to-door.” The first door was slammed 
in my face, as was the second. At the third 

door I was directed to a different street and at 
the first door I knocked on in that street, the 
woman put her trust in Jesus on her doorstep.

It is important to realise that no church can 
save, no religion can save, no creed can save, 
only Jesus can. Jesus said: ‘I am the way, 
and the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me.’ ( John 14:6). 
The difference between religion and being a 
born-again believer is immeasurable. Religion 
depends on what you do for the god you serve, 
and being a born-again believer is about what 
God did for me by sending Jesus down to pay 
the price for my sins on the cross of Calvary.

It is a real encouragement to see God working 
in lives. My desire is to be a part of fulfilling 
the great commission to go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature. •

“I learned that it isn’t God’s will that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 

Jesus loves me, Jesus cares; there is no need to 
walk the corridors alone.”
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I n the early hours of March 28, 2020, 
Covid-19 suddenly ended Bernard 
Houghton’s earthly pilgrimage and he 

was at last safe ‘at home’ with his Saviour.

His life’s journey began in 1939 in the village 
of Ixworth, Suffolk, where he was the youngest 
of six children. He often recalled the sinking 
of a homemade raft on the millpond that 
nearly claimed his young life. He never did 
learn to swim! Joinery classes at school lasted 
ten minutes as he cut his finger badly with 
a saw during the first lesson. Thereafter his 

joinery classes were replaced with gardening 
at the headmaster’s house next to the school. 
Bernard never became skilful with tools but 
certainly excelled in gardening.

The village store provided his first job; then 
he moved on to the mobile shop which 
supplied the nearby American airbase. 
However Bernard’s heart was greatly 
saddened by the amount of alcohol and 
cigarettes that he provided to Army wives 
and he felt he could no longer be involved 
in that.

Sowing
 the Seed
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t h e  l I f e ’ s  w O r K  O f 
B e r n A r d  h O u g h t O n
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At that time, The Faith Mission were holding 
missions in the villages around Ixworth and 
Bernard and his sister, Heather, would cycle to 
the meetings most evenings. Soon Heather was 
saved and Bernard longed for the change in his 
life that she was experiencing. He became very 
frustrated and eventually said: “This becoming 
a Christian doesn’t work for me, so I won’t go to 
the meetings again.” But he couldn’t keep away. 
On the way home one night, Heather pointed 
him to Romans 10:9. That night Bernard’s life 
changed forever as he ‘confessed, believed and 
received’. From that day on, he wholly followed 
the Lord, just like Caleb of old ( Joshua 14:8). 
Heather felt God’s call into The Faith Mission 
and Bernard also intended to follow that 
pathway, but it was to be another thirty-five 
years before he saw that calling fulfilled.

Aged seventeen and not in good health, 
Bernard cycled to visit an uncle in Essex for 
the weekend; he never returned home. There 
he was nurtured physically and spiritually as he 
worked on his uncle’s market garden and, after 
two years, was able to rent his own five acres 
plus a house on the Foxash Estate. He was a 

good grower of salad crops, working six days 
a week, with Sundays immersed in Dedham 
Heath Methodist Chapel as a local preacher 
and starting a Sunday School, which increased 
to more than thirty children.

He brought his parents to join him in Essex. 
Heather was with The Faith Mission in nearby 
villages and happened to be joined by Joan, 
a ‘townie’ from Lancashire. She was not the 
obvious choice for a market gardener’s wife, 
not knowing the first thing about gardening; 
but after five years of intermittent brief 
encounters they were married in 1970. They 
soon became a good team on the market 
garden and in chapel and Sunday School work. 
Joy came along in 1972 followed by Anna in 
1974. Annual family holidays camping at the 
Keswick Convention were a highlight both 
for the ministry and beautiful surroundings 
to explore. Bernard was a great dad and was 
thrilled when both Joy and Anna began 
their own particular paths of service with 
the Lord. He was always an inspiration and 
great encouragement to both, nurturing their 
Christian faith.

Over the next eighteen years on various 
occasions Bernard felt a nudge from God 
regarding full-time ministry.  Joan’s elbow 
provided another nudge in a missionary 
meeting as Bernard heartily sang, “Here I am, 
wholly available.” Joan asked if he really meant 
it.

The ‘crunch’ came in 1992 when a near 
neighbour asked Bernard to take his wife’s 
funeral. Bernard felt guilty for not having 
visited them for a long time and now it was too 
late. His conviction increased after the funeral 
when the lady’s daughter, who had recently 
been saved, said to him: “Please tell me my 
mum trusted Jesus before she died.” Bernard 
was sorry he could not confirm that.
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For the next two years Bernard and Joan sought 
the Lord’s will regarding full-time service. 
It was the fulfilment of a dream for Bernard. 
Throughout his life he had been involved with 
The Faith Mission, moving mission halls and 
being a Prayer Union representative. So it was 
a joy to be accepted by the Mission as auxiliary 
workers for Essex, often being joined by other 
workers and students. From their own home, 
he and Joan spent the next ten years in the 
work on outreach, camps and missions, one 
of which was held on his own field. He also 
enjoyed pitching in to help with developments 
at the Earl Stonham Camp Centre.

While at The Faith Mission College, Bernard 
wanted to join the choir. He loved to sing – 
loudly. At his first appearance, the choirmaster, 
Mr Monihan, shouted, “Stop! Who’s that 
sounding like an old tugboat going up the 
Clyde? Tone it down, brother.” But Bernard 
never did. The loud singing proved a blessing 
when leading a small mission meeting.

Bernard unashamedly had a one-track mind 
for sharing the gospel of God’s grace through 
faith in Jesus. He lived out his faith with 
gratitude for many blessings on earth and 
eager anticipation of eternity with his Lord 
and Maker. This faith inspired Bernard to 
freely ‘gossip the gospel’. While visiting from 
door to door presenting the gospel, he was 
bold and never took offence. On one occasion 
a man answered the door and said: “I’m not 
interested, I don’t want to know – goodbye.” 
Bernard immediately responded: “Looks as 
though you have a lovely garden round the 
back – mind if I have a look?” After a tour of 
the garden and much talk about plants and 
market gardening the man said: “Lovely to 
meet you, come any time you like.” That visit 
became the first of many and the man’s heart 
was softened to the gospel.

Bernard ministered to young and old with the 
same enthusiasm and wasn’t afraid to give an 
outright challenge to anyone. He had great 

houghton family
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rapport with children at camp and, while they 
waited for their turn on the trampoline, would 
talk of Jesus to them. Some trusted Jesus and 
have gone on to be ministers and missionaries. 
Young adults at the Edinburgh Convention 
loved to come over for a chat after the 
meetings; one usually started the conversation 
with: “I hear you’re still singing, Bernard.”

Bernard felt so honoured to be involved 
in Faith Mission work and in retirement 
continued to reach out in ministry right until 
his home call. In services and visits to care 
homes he and Joan saw several people trust 
the Lord in the closing months of their lives 
and followed them up with a Bible and daily 
reading notes.

Bernard enjoyed walks along the Stour Estuary 
and had some ‘secret’ places where he would 
stuff a gospel tract. He was delighted to see 
it had gone when he passed that way again. 
Good tracts and booklets were always in his 
pockets, even when on holiday. In retirement, 
October coach tours became an ‘evangelistic 
outreach’ in a low-key, sympathetic way – 
people seemed at ease to share their problems 
with Bernard and Joan. It was a joy to lead 

Brenda to the Lord in a hotel in Bradford and 
to see Les weeping during the farewells at the 
end of a coach holiday saying: “What you’ve 
told me about the love of Jesus will stay with 
me forever, thank you”.

At Christmas and Easter, Bernard loved to 
mingle with the crowds in towns, giving out a 
few thousand carefully chosen tracts. For many 
years he led an Easter Sunday open-air service in 
Royal Square, Dedham, together with a willing 
group of believers excitedly sharing the gospel. 
At the Suffolk Agricultural Show, he loved 
to engage with the crowds passing the ‘Good 
News’ stand. As the show judges and officials 
came past, he would boldly step forward and 
enthusiastically proclaim: “Excuse me sirs, are 
you aware you’ve just passed the most valuable 
object in the show ground? The Bible is the 
most important book this world affords. May 
I present you with one?” Not one to miss an 
opportunity, even on the receiving end of a 
telesales call, Bernard would interrupt the 
insurance sales patter to tell them of the ‘Blessed 
assurance that Jesus is mine.’

Autumn would see Bernard in his shed carving 
gospel texts onto marrows and pumpkins that 
he’d grown. These would be delivered to many 
local churches for their harvest festivals, and 
as an alternative to Hallowe’en light parties, 
with phrases such as “Jesus, light of the world” 
carved into them.

After Bernard’s home call, a man aged seventy 
phoned to offer condolences and said: “I was 
sorry I never told Bernard that when I was 
eight years old I gave my heart to Jesus after he 
preached in our chapel and I’ve followed the 
Lord ever since.” Bernard sowed seeds most of 
his life, both literally and spiritually. To God 
be the glory. • 

Submitted by the Houghton family.
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The Faith Mission Website was due 
a refresh. After much planning and 
discussion, the new Faith Mission 

website went live in January 2020. There have 
been significant changes in the way people 
access the internet, with more mobile devices 
such as phones and tablets being used. The new 
site, based on a Wordpress platform, is now 
able to adjust the content to suit whichever 
device is being used. Media content can be 
shared from other sites, such as SoundCloud, 
YouTube, Vimeo and Facebook. The new 
website had so much potential, but was it 
just going to be a resource for a few interested 
people?

All was going well since the launch. As the 
editor of the site, I had started to understand 
the potential of it, and was starting to add 
content about FM work where it could be 
sourced, as well as adding details of events 
which were being submitted by the workers.

THEN CAME THE VIRUS. The uncertainty 
which gripped our islands also affected the 
work of The Faith Mission. Thankfully, the 
website was ready for such a time as this. 
Official FM statements were posted on the 
site. Cancelled events were removed from view. 
Details of Bookshops closures, and changes 
to key events were posted on the site for the 
Christian public. A new section ‘Looking for 
Help’ was added where posts, either video 
or typed format, could be uploaded. These 
provided biblical help for those concerned 
about the coronavirus, about Christian living, 
or for those seeking to become a Christian. 
A number of FM Districts were proactive 
in their response to the crisis and were able 
to post videos on their own Facebook pages 
or YouTube channels. Many of these videos 
were then shared on the FM website. After 
commencing in January with a scattering of 
articles, this website has now become alive, 
with many articles reflecting passionate gospel 

For Such 
A Time 
As This
by mervyn tomb
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ministry! It has just been a thrill to view some of 
the content which our workers are producing, 
as they endeavour to engage with supporters, 
minister to children and reach the lost. The 
FM website became a hub for information 
and ministry when major conventions 
were cancelled. Pre-recorded ministry from 
convention speakers was well received, with 
significant spikes in interest during the Bangor 
and Edinburgh Conventions.

By this stage the potential of the internet 
to bring people together was already being 
harnessed by the Mission. The Zoom video 
conferencing application was being used since 
mid-March in place of physical FM Council and 
Board meetings. Regular prayer times for the 
various regions of FM work quickly followed. 
With the decision being made to cancel all 
camps across Britain and Ireland, the possibility 
of using Zoom as an alternative was considered. 
New guidelines for ministering to children and 
young people in such an environment were 
implemented, enabling interactive clubs to be 
held across many Districts.

We have been so encouraged to see the 
response. Parents have signed up their children 
and young people for this engaging ministry 
of live and pre-recorded content, including 
sword drills, quizzes and other fun elements. 
We miss the physical camp experience but, in 
the meantime, we praise God that the website, 
internet and conferencing applications can be 
used ‘for such a time as this’.
 
resPOnses fOllOwIng 
Our zOOm cluBs
“Thanks to you and all the leaders that made it 
possible. My kids really enjoyed it and it helped 
with them missing the camp away.”

“A big thank you to you and the team for teaching 
the kids God’s Word and love this week. The girls 
really learnt a lot and had great fun.”

“I would like to express thanks that you guys 
made a wonderful Zoom camp this year! 
Really enjoyed it.” • 

Durrow Zoom 
Camp in progress

Fm website spikes
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‘there is Always hope’ 
This was the title of our recent drive-in mission 
in the grounds of The Faith Mission Camp and 
Conference Centre in Portadown, Northern 
Ireland. The message of hope in Christ in these 
ever-changing and uncertain times was shared 
night by night through song, testimony and 
God’s Word. On average, there were about 
forty cars most nights, and it was particularly 
encouraging to see young people attending, 
some of whom took gospel literature. People 
really appreciated the event and a few have 
caught the vision and as a result another drive-
in mission was planned in Loughgall Country 
Park, County Armagh, in early August.

- Jim and Hilda Lyons

new Opportunities 
When the coronavirus reached Ireland, and 
with restrictions quickly put into place, all 
my plans came to a standstill. In the first few 
months of Covid-19, I was ever aware of the 
passing of time and think of the words in 
Ephesians 5:16 which state to ‘make the most 
of every opportunity’. In a time of unexpected 
things, God gives new opportunities for 
serving Him. Technology has become a 
great instrument for ministry. As a form of 
outreach, I started blogging to answer the 
‘big questions’ of Christianity, as well as a 
separate blog that is intended to encourage 
the church through this time. I praise God for 
how He has been using the blog to reach many, 
especially in a season when many are seeking. 
I’ve also had opportunities to run several 
Bible studies, as well as Explorers and Sparks 
children’s clubs, all online, which have been 
a great blessing and encouragement. While 
there can be uncertainty for the future, I take 
encouragement from Proverbs 16:9: ‘The heart 
of man plans his way,  but  the  Lord  establishes 
his steps’.

- Margaret Roberts

God
is not 
bound
s u m m e r  O u t r e A c h  I n  t h e  PA n d e m I c

A u t u m n  2 0 2 0   2 7



F i r s t  m A g A z i n e     2 8

Out with the gospel
Although Faith Mission personnel have always 
been involved in outdoor work throughout 
the summer months, this year stands out 
significantly as indoor work was restricted. 
Immediately the lockdown in Northern 
Ireland was lifted, we arranged a series of drive-
in services, which attracted hundreds of people 
who sat in their own vehicles listening to the 
gospel.  Many were glad to be allowed out 
again and these events appealed to those who 
would have been reluctant to attend indoor 
services. Some were arranged as short missions 
and others to replace annual rallies. Local 
Christians were so thrilled with the results 
of these gatherings that they were inspired to 
arrange other similar drive-ins themselves.

Workers have held outreach in Newcastle, 
County Down, for as long as anyone can 
remember and this year thousands were 
brought into contact with the gospel through 
outdoor services and tract distribution. Due 
to Covid-19 restrictions, our location was 
within the grounds of the Methodist Church 
on the main street, which we are most grateful 

to have been allowed to use. The team were 
inspired to see those who stopped to listen and 
we continue to trust God to bless His Word. 
The main tract we used was especially printed 
for our 2020 outreach, giving the testimony 
of a man who survived Covid-19. Although 
challenging to abide by all the restrictions, it 
was so rewarding to be out with the gospel 
after these difficult months.

- George and Andrea Conn

A captive Audience
At the start of June in Northern Ireland, 
lockdown began to ease and high street shops 
were reopening. With God’s help I took to the 
streets to preach the Word of God in the open 
air in local towns. I am convinced it remains 
one of the best ways to reach the lost. Every day 
I had a different congregation and because of 
the current queuing outside shops, I usually had 
a captive audience. In one afternoon the gospel 
seed can be planted in thousands of hearts 
through the spoken Word and many hundreds 
of tracts will be accepted and put into back 
pockets, shopping trolleys, prams, or placed in 

outreach group in Fermanagh 
with robert little
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handbags, to make their way into homes I will 
never have the opportunity to visit. As a young 
man, God often spoke to me late at night whilst 
reading a tract and I have no doubt many of 
these tracts will be read as well. On the streets 
I meet many different people from all types of 
backgrounds.  Many interesting debates and 
conversations take place.  My message on the 
street is always simple. I am so thankful to God 
for His protection and for other Christians 
who often turn up, sometimes unexpectedly, 
to hand out tracts, sing, testify or just to be an 
encouragement, which is always welcome.

Online forms of 
ministry in our 
modern world 
obviously have 
their place, but we 
must not abandon 
or neglect our 
traditional ways to 
reach the lost.  Please 
remember this vital 
work in prayer. A 
street evangelist is 
like a soldier who 
has just parachuted 
into enemy territory, 
and nothing angers 
the devil more than 
a child of God 
preaching about 
the saving power 
in the precious 
blood of the King 
of Glory. What a 
Saviour!

- Robert Little

A vast mission field 
In Devon and Cornwall we conduct door-to-
door visitation once a week with four different 
churches. This is a great opportunity to share 
the gospel with those who would never attend 
church and has led to conversations with many 
needy individuals. Pray that these conversations, 
and the literature left in homes, will be used by 
God to draw these souls to Himself.

Since the coronavirus has hindered such 
visitation, we have conducted open-airs in 

Exeter, Plymouth and Newquay. 
We have been able to have 
conversations with many 
people from different walks 
of life and it is tremendous 
to see how God is working in 
lives. Recently we spoke to a 

teenager who asked for 
a Bible to read: please 

pray that God will 
speak to this young 
girl through His 
written word. It was a 
thrill and a privilege 
to share the good 
news with two 
young men in their 
early twenties who 
had never heard the 
gospel before. It was 

also encouraging to 
spend some time 
explaining to a 
Religious Education 
teacher who didn’t 

know what born again 
Christians believe. We 

have met some who once 
walked with the Lord and 
are now backslidden, and a 
spiritualist who is reading george Clayson 

in the open air
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highlands Drive in

a Bible we gave to him. Others have asked us 
to pray with them and several have accepted 
Bibles after speaking with us about the gospel. 
Hundreds have received tracts and heard the 
gospel as they stood or walked past. Pray with 
us for Great Britain as it’s a vast mission field.

- Nigel Wilson and George Clayson

god was In It 
The words ‘Come unto Me’ (Matthew11:28) 
echoed in the valley at our first drive-in event 
in the Highlands. It was so encouraging to 
have a good number of local people there each 
evening, as well as those from further afield. 
This was a new experience for most and there 
were many expressions of appreciation for 
this live event. We thank the Lord for good 
weather and for these opportunities to preach 
the gospel to a variety of people. Please pray 
with us that the Lord will continue to use this 
means to bring the lifesaving message to the 
remote areas of the Highlands.

Zoom camps were different too! We were so 
thankful to God for His help. An average of 
ten junior campers joined us each morning and 
twenty teenagers came online in the evenings. 
It was such a disappointment having to cancel 
all camps this year, but we were thankful 
for the technology that enabled us still to 

connect with the young people. The teaching, 
the missionary story and the real-life stories 
seemed to dovetail together throughout the 
week – a confirmation that God was in it.

- Donnie and Catherine Macleod

A very different experience 
Along with a team of willing helpers, we 
enjoyed the opportunity to have our two 
District camps via Zoom this year. While we 
certainly missed the buzz and activity that 
camp brings to the Camp Centre, this  was a 
very different experience. God is not bound by 
our methods.  The   children and young folk 
interacted well and it has been so encouraging 
to have received emails since from the parents 
of the campers that attended expressing their 
appreciation – “It was great to see our children 
looking forward to clicking on each  morning 
even when we were on holiday”; “Thank you for 
a fantastic week of Bible teaching and fun”. Pray 
with us that, while camp is over, God will still 
use and speak through the deeply challenging 
ministry from Jeff Townend on Joshua, the 
cliff hangers  from the life story of Corrie Ten 
Boom by Rebecca Harrison, and the beautiful 
reminder from Hannah Stobart of God’s plan 
and protection through the life of Joseph.

- William and Carolyn Harrison



A u t u m n  2 0 2 0   3 1

SCOTLAND
hIghlAnd dIstrIct
Donnie & Catherine Macleod (Superintendent)
1 Lodge Park, Inverness, IV2 4YR 
01463 238160   hq.scotland@faithmission.org

sOuth scOttIsh dIstrIct
Gordon & Janice Thomson (Superintendent)
9 Westerton Farm Lane, Bearsden, Glasgow, G61 1NF
0141 942 0841   south.scottish@faithmission.org

eAst scOttIsh dIstrIct
Paul & Elizabeth Crowe (Superintendent)
43 Great Southern Road, Aberdeen, AB11 7XY
01224 587112   east.scottish@faithmission.org

AnglO scOttIsh BOrder dIstrIct
William & Carolyn Harrison (Superintendent)
The Steadings, High Barbuchany,  
Newton Stewart, DG8 6QF
01671 403632   anglo.scottish@faithmission.org

ENgLAND
nOrth englIsh dIstrIct
Alistair & Sharon Patterson (Superintendent)
10 Millgates, York, YO26 6AT
01904 786289     hq.england@faithmission.org

centrAl englIsh dIstrIct
Alistair & Yvette Park (Superintendent)
Glebe Farm, Langar Lane, Harby, Melton Mowbray, LE14 4BL
01949 860313     central.english@faithmission.org

sOuth eAst englIsh dIstrIct
Stephen & Cynthia Walker (Superintendent)
Red House Farm, Fen Lane, Earl Stonham, Stowmarket, 
IP14 5EG
01449 711877     southeast.english@faithmission.org

sOuth west englIsh dIstrIct 
Nigel & Ruth Wilson (Superintendent)
Henerys Garden, Lewdown, Okehampton, EX20 4BS
01566 783512      southwest.english@faithmission.org

subsCriPtions 
First is published quarterly and costs £1 per copy plus postage. The annual subscription is £5.72. 
If you would like to receive First regularly, or buy a subscription for a friend, please send the details to First Subscriptions, 
The Faith Mission, 548 Gilmerton Road, Edinburgh, EH17 7JD. Alternatively you can email hq@faithmission.org 
or telephone 0131 664 5814. Payment can be made by cheque, credit/debit card, or bank transfer.

IrELAND
IrIsh BOrder dIstrIct
Jim & Hilda Lyons (Superintendent)
131 Mahon Road, Portadown, Craigavon, 
BT62 3SF
028 3833 2806
hq.ireland@faithmission.org 

centrAl IrIsh dIstrIct
George & Andrea Conn (Superintendent)
62 Glenavy Road, Lisburn, BT28 3UT
028 9262 8286
central.irish@faithmission.org

nOrth IrIsh dIstrIct
Andrew & Jenny McCullough (Superintendent)
3 Grange Avenue, Ballymena, BT42 2DX
028 2565 6494
north.irish@faithmission.org

west IrIsh dIstrIct
Garry & Alison Tutty (Superintendent)
15 Derry Road, Omagh, BT78 5DY
028 8224 2286
west.irish@faithmission.org

nOrth west IrIsh dIstrIct
c/o Garry & Alison Tutty
15 Derry Road, Omagh, 
BT78 5DY
028 8224 2286
northwest.irish@faithmission.org

IrIsh mIdlAnds dIstrIct
Mervyn & Rachel Tomb (Superintendent)
Knocknagrally, Durrow, Portlaoise, 
Co. Laois, R32 HX23.  057 874 0770
midlands.irish@faithmission.org

sOuth west IrIsh dIstrIct
Johnathan & Janet Slater (Superintendent)
Carhue, Bandon, Co. Cork, P72 YW67
023 884 4153
southwest.irish@faithmission.org

DistriCt
ContaCt Details



MOST FAITH MISSION BOOKSHOPS ARE OPEN AGAIN 
SOME HAVE REDUCED OPENING HOURS - PLEASE CHECK BEFORE YOU VISIT 

 
ARMAGH  1c Dobbin Street, BT61 7QQ   028 3752 7927 
BALLYMENA 57 High Street, BT42 6DT      028 2564 9443 
BANBRIDGE 43 Bridge Street, BT32 3LA      028 4062 6761 
BANGOR  73 High Street, BT20 5BD      028 9145 3222 
BELFAST  15-17 Castlereagh Road, BT5 5FB    028 9073 1779 
BELFAST  5-7 Queen Street, BT1 6EA      028 9023 3733 
COOKSTOWN 20 Oldtown Street, BT80 8EF     028 8676 6569 
COLERAINE  22a Railway Road, BT52 1PE      028 7034 3857 
KILKEEL  33 Greencastle Street, BT43 4BH    028 4176 4934 
LISBURN  5-7 Chapel Hill, BT28 1EP      028 9266 5888 
VIC RYN  Lissue Industrial Estate, BT28 2RF 028 9262 1943 
LONDONDERRY 78 Spencer Road, BT47 6AF      028 7134 5137 
LURGAN  21 High Street, BT66 8AA      028 3832 5304 
OMAGH  42 Market Street, BT78 1EH      028 8224 1334 
PORTADOWN Magowan Buildings, BT62 3PL     028 3833 4123 
 
DUNFERMLINE 4 Canmore Street, KY12 7PX     01383 720 643 
EDINBURGH 548 Gilmerton Road, EH17 7JD     0131 672 2152 
GLASGOW  24-28 Bothwell Street, G2 6NU     0141 221 8913 
PETERHEAD  2 Erroll Street, AB42 1PX      01779 471 961 
STIRLING  36 Barnton Street, FK8 1NA      01786 451 152 

NO BOOKSHOP NEAR YOU? 
Visit our online shop at faithmissionbookshops.com 

- it’s always open!  

 PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL CHRISTIAN BOOKSHOP 


