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I’m sure you will agree that this has been 
an unexpectedly eventful and challenging 
year. At times like this we take great comfort 

from the knowledge that the God who is in 
control is working out His purposes.  Perhaps 
though, we are too inclined to sit back and just 
wait for this to happen. I was recently told of 
a poster outside a church which reads “God is 
speaking, but are we listening?!”

The Scriptures frequently encourage us to 
entreat God for His mercy and intervention. 
Therefore, we are making the week commencing 
Monday 11 January a week to focus on prayer. 
Nearer the time, we will produce a guide 
giving prayer topics for each day and would be 
delighted if you could take time to pray with 
us for a spiritual awakening across our land, 
the stemming of the advance of this virus, and 
God’s empowering touch upon the Mission’s 
ministry in the year ahead.

It is thrilling to know that in recent weeks 
Mission personnel have had meaningful contact 
with many people through the wide variety of 
outreach and ministry opportunities they have 
been able to conduct.  All our shops and most of 
the cafés have been able to operate, albeit some 
of them with slightly reduced opening hours. 
We are also grateful that the College has been 
able to function within the relevant guidelines. 
We thank the Lord for His protection and 
faithful provision during these challenging 
times and trust Him to water His Word in the 
lives of those who have been contacted.  

As a result of the decision by the landlord to 
sell our shop premises on Bothwell Street 
in Glasgow to developers, coupled with the 
high overheads associated with the shop, our 
ministry there will permanently close at the 

end of January. Please uphold the shop and 
café staff who will be affected by this decision. 
It is our long-term aim to locate an alternative 
property with lower running costs and more 
convenient access.  

Due to the second wave of Covid-19 infections, 
we have postponed William and Carolyn 
Harrison’s relocation to the North West Irish 
District until at least the spring of next year. 
Meanwhile William and Carolyn continue 
to oversee the work in the Anglo Scottish 
Border District. It was also decided that Wesley 
Brewer should not take up his area work role in 
Cumbria until restrictions are eased. Currently 
Wesley is working alongside Alistair and Yvette 
Park at our Camp Centre in Harby.

In December, following the end of the College 
term, Grace McKeown leaves us to take up a 
counselling position with an organisation in 
Yorkshire called Mercy Homes. We are grateful 
to Grace for her fellowship and commitment 
during the four years she has served as 
administrator on the Bible College staff and 
wish her God’s blessing as she takes up this new 
ministry opportunity.

Finally, we were deeply saddened to learn 
of the home-call on 23 September of our 
recently retired colleague Marjorie Bennett. 
We commend her husband, David, and 
children, Carolyn, Amy (and husband Jonny) 
and James (and wife Hollie) to your prayers. A 
fuller tribute to Marjorie’s life and ministry is 
included later in the magazine.

Thank you all for your fellowship and support; 
we trust you enjoy this edition of the magazine. •

John Townend, General Director

a  M e s s a g e  f r O M  t h e  f a i t h 
M i s s i O n ’ s  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t O r
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In Tollymore Forest Park, County 
Down, someone has carved these 
words into a large rock: “Stop 

– look around and praise the One 
who made it all!”  Situated near the 
Mountains of Mourne, with a river 
flowing through the park, they had been 
reminded of creation and its Creator. 
The opening words of Scripture reveal 
it simply: ‘In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth’. On reading 
through the first few chapters of Genesis, 
it is evident that the Lord made a 
wonderful world – a perfect place which 

was full of vitality, variety and beauty. 
By the power of His word He produced 
something new every day – land and sea, 
trees and plants, sun, moon and stars, 
birds and fish of every kind imaginable, 
the cattle and creeping things. Then on 
the sixth day, to complete this amazing 
world, He ‘created man in His own 
image, in the image of God created He 
him; male and female created He them’. 
This was the ideal turnkey home for 
Adam to live in – he even was given the 
honour of naming the animals that the 
Lord had made!

Creation 
and its 

Creator

by andrew McCullough

PsalM 8
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Imagining the world then and looking at our 
world today, it is obvious that something has 
gone horribly wrong. How has it become 
such a terrible twisted place? The answer is 
quite simple. Adam and Eve, who had a real 
relationship with God and enjoyed His gifts, 
also had a responsibility towards Him. He 
expected them to live within the rules, and 
had warned about severe consequences if they 
did not. In Genesis chapter 3, the sad and 
sobering record is given concerning what we 
call ‘the fall of man’. The Word of God was 
disregarded and disobeyed – boundaries were 
broken, and sin entered a perfect 
world. A holy God punished 
those who had sinned and yet also 
promised that His creation would 
be redeemed and restored.

It is believed by some that this 
little psalm, which throbs with 
life, was penned by David after 
he defeated Goliath. The title of 
Psalm 9 is ‘To the chief Musician 
upon Muthlabben’ and could 
actually be a footnote to this psalm, 
the Hebrew word ‘Muthlabben’ 
meaning ‘the death of a champion’. 
For the Philistines, this is what 
had happened. Goliath was their 
hero and every day taunted the 
Israelites. He threw down his challenge for a 
fight, but the only one who dared face him 
was a young shepherd boy! The great victory 

he experienced is recorded in 1 Samuel 17 
– when everyone else focused on the giant, 
David was focused on God. Picture the scene 
as Goliath laughs and mocks this young man. 
David wasn’t wearing armour and in answer 
to the Philistine curses replied: ‘I come to thee 
in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the 
armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. This 
day the Lord will deliver thee into mine hand... 
that all the world may know that there is a God 
in Israel’ (1 Samuel 17:46).

David had a concern for God’s name, which 
describes His nature. It reveals His 
character to us. Before announcing 
the Ten Commandments to Moses, 
God declared: ‘I am the Lord thy 
God, which have brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage’. That is what gave Him the 
right to give what followed – the 
first four commandments relating 
to our relationship with God, and 
the remainder that relate to our 
dealings with our fellow citizens 
in the world around us. The fourth 
commandment is linked in a 
particular way to God’s character: 
‘Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord 

will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name 
in vain’. There is no other name like His name 
and it should always be used with reverent 
respect.

Notice how this psalm begins and ends – it is 
extolling and exalting the name of the Lord. 
How majestic is His name? The answer is 
given in just a few words! He is such a great 
God that even little children are used by Him 
to fulfil His purposes. A baby was abandoned 
in a basket by the river Nile. Soon afterwards 
Pharaoh’s daughter came down to the river 

imagining the 
world then 

and looking 
at our world 
today, it is 
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has gone 
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has it become 
such a terrible 
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and found him. At that time her father was 
trying to wipe out the next generation of the 
Hebrew people, and she recognised this child 
was one of them. But in God’s purposes He 
was spared and later named Moses, because he 
was brought out of the water. It was this baby 
who was rescued and raised by Egyptians that 
the Lord used to defeat Israel’s oppressors.

Now look in the New Testament at another 
baby who was born, not to save a nation, but 
the entire world. At the very centre of this 
psalm, David poses two questions: ‘What 
is man, that thou art mindful of him? And 
the son of man that thou visitest 
him?’ It is amazing that this great 
God who made us in His image, 
longs to bring us into a restored 
relationship. These questions are set 
against the backdrop of His creative 
work in verse 3. David had spent 
many nights alone on the hills as a 
shepherd. He marvelled at the stars 
which he could see, yet that was just 
a snapshot of God’s handiwork! 
As we learn more about our solar 
system and astronomy, our sense of 
amazement grows. Our knowledge 
of the universe today leaves us 
feeling insignificant, and yet God came and 
‘visited’ us in the Person of Jesus Christ. He 
came to reveal God to us. Warren Wiersbe 
says: “Apart from knowing God, we have no 
understanding of who we are or what we are to 
do in this great universe.” The only way that any 
of us can really grasp who God is, and how He 
related to us is by looking at Jesus Christ. He 
spoke this world into being and then stepped 
into it through the virgin birth. Often in His 
miracles He displayed the power He had over 
creation – stilling the storm on the sea and 
walking on the water. As He died on the cross 
another significant sign happened in the sky, 
which Isaac Watts summed up in his hymn: 

“Well might the sun in darkness hide, and shut 
its glories in, when Christ, the great Creator 
died, For man the creature’s sin.”

David records in verse 5, many years before 
Jesus was to come, that God had made Him 
‘a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned 
Him with glory and honour’. He came to 
redeem the creation and through the suffering 
of the cross paid the price for us. The writer 
of Hebrews reflecting on what Christ did 
wrote: ‘But we see Jesus, who was made a little 
lower than the angels for the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honour; that He by the 

grace of God should taste death for 
every man’ (Hebrews 2:9).

In verses 6 to 8 notice how the 
flocks, fowl and fish all obey God. 
There are also several recorded 
instances of them submitting to the 
Lord Jesus in the New Testament 
– Luke 5 and 22, Matthew 17, 
and John 21. For our lives to have 
real fulfilment we must submit 
to the reign of Jesus Christ. He is 
the Lord of glory who once was 
crucified (1 Corinthians 2: 8) and 
is now glorified (Philippians 2:9-

11). John Philips sums up very well the desire 
of our Creator: “God is more interested in 
people than He is in planets, more interested 
in souls than He is in stars, more interested in 
us than He is in the universe! And because He 
is interested in us He visits us.” 

Are you willing today to bow before your 
Creator in worship? Stop and give Him praise 
for who He is, and rejoice that the living God 
of heaven wants to have a relationship with 
you. • 

Andrew and his wife, Jenny, lead FM work in the North 
Irish District.
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Each of the names of the last five kings 
of Judah either has the Divine as a 
prefix or suffix. 

Josiah – “founded of Jehovah”
Jehoahaz – “laid hold of by Jehovah”
Jehoiakim – “Jehovah will raise”
Jehoiachin – “Jehovah will establish”
Zedekiah – “righteousness of Jehovah”

The first of these, Josiah, stands out as one of the 
finest characters in the whole of Scripture. He 
succeeded to the throne when only eight, 
walked undeviatingly in all the ways of his 
forefather David, and stands pre-eminently in 
devout godliness and reforming zeal.

He lived in a difficult age. The sins of 
Manasseh and Amon had taken the nation 
on the downward slope where it was largely 
at the mercy of rival people on its borders. So, 
Josiah sought to stand for God in the midst 
of all this but, before he turned forty, he was 
slain by the Egyptian forces in the battle of 
Megiddo in 608BC. It is no surprise that we 
read ‘all Judah and Jerusalem mourned’ for 
him, and Jeremiah was inspired by him. His 
youngest son, Jehoahaz (called Shallum in 1 
Chronicles 3:15), his successor, was promptly 
dethroned by Necho and carried captive to 
Egypt, leaving his older brother Jehoiakim in 
his place. Jeremiah 22 and 23 compares what 
God desires of a king to them.

by h e govan

Jehovah
tsidkenu

t h e  Lo r d  o u r  r i g h t e o u s n e s s
Jeremiah 23
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In chapter 32:1-9 Jeremiah brings a general 
promise of prosperity and blessing to David’s 
dynasty if they would conform to the pattern 
set out, or the threat of dire destruction if they 
or their people prove unfaithful. There is a 
brief reference to the expatriated Jehoahaz, 
calling the people to lament for him rather 
than the dead Josiah, as he would never be 
restored from captivity. His successor never 
was a popular prince, causing some to hope 
Jehoahaz would return to the throne.

As for Jehoiakim, it was clear he was utterly 
irreligious, extravagant and vicious, forcing 
for his own gain, bloodshed, oppression and 
covetousness. The prophet says that there is no 
need to lament him, but let him be buried as 
an ass. From the fourth year of his reign, when 
Nebuchadnezzar in his first year overthrew 
the power of Egypt at Carchemish, 604BC, 
his kingdom suffered severely. On his death, 
his son and successor, Jehoiachin, along with 
the queen and ten thousand in the land, was 
carried captive to Babylon. That is why at 
the end of the chapter we read the words of 
reproach to a nation rebellious from its youth.

Zedekiah, the last king, who had not yet 
come to the throne, had his good points but 
was essentially weak and faithless as he held 
Jeremiah with some deference. Nominally 
representing “the righteousness of Jehovah,” 
his character and career were so disappointing.

This is what led Jeremiah to review the 
position of the faulty kings of his day, exposing 
their defects and moving from denunciation 
to consolation and promise. The kings 
are described as shepherds who have been 
neglectful and destructive of their flock.  In 
contrast came the promise that Jehovah 
would seek out and restore the remnant and 
set over them shepherds to feed them where 

they would dwell securely and undismayed. 
In those worthy rulers, we see leaders in the 
restoration from Babylon, such as Zerubbabel, 
Nehemiah, and the heroic Maccabees.

The prediction does not end there though. The 
prophet’s vision goes beyond kings to a gaze 
of One who is King of kings: ‘Behold, the days 
come, says Jehovah, that I will raise unto David 
a righteous Branch, and He shall reign as King 
and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
judgement in the land. In His days, Judah shall 
be saved and Israel shall dwell safely; and this is 
His name whereby He shall be called – Jehovah 
Tsidkenu, the Lord is our Righteousness’ (23:5-6).

Jehoiachin and Zedekiah being in captivity 
with their people meant a cut down of 
David’s stock, even to the root. Would it ever 
grow again? The prophet indicates by divine 
upraising of a sprout or sapling characterised 
by righteousness, it would. Reigning as King, 
He would deal wisely, executing judgement 
and justice according to the prescribed 
pattern. In Him God’s ideal of a king for Israel 
would culminate and find realisation, bringing 
abundance of peace, joy, truth, prosperity and 
salvation. He would be a King worthy of the 
name, the highest embodiment of all David’s 
line was meant to represent, fully realising the 
ideal the actual kings had so sadly falsified.

In a dispensational sense this name may still 
await glorious fulfilment, and in eternity 
will be beyond our most splendid imagining, 
yet the New Testament gives us abundant 
justification for emphasising its present 
spiritual fulfilment.

A thousand years after David’s day, our Lord 
Jesus was born ‘of the seed of David according 
to the flesh,’ and all His life was a kingly one. 
Yes, He would not let the people take Him by 
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force and march with Him at their head to sit 
on David’s throne. He claimed no temporal 
sovereignty, no political cause, neither with 
Herod nor Caesar. Nevertheless, He claimed 
to be King over the realm of truth, sovereign 
over thoughts, affections and wills, endowed 
with all power in heaven and on earth to 
subdue men’s hearts to Him. Wherever men 
yield to His supreme control, there His wise 
and just rule is set up.

Democracy now has rule in modern society, 
but the King that Jeremiah foresaw is the 
One deserving of our absolute allegiance. In 
a world where everything is being shaken, we 
have received our part in the Kingdom which 
cannot be shaken. Nebuchadnezzar, 
who so afflicted Judah, was 
brought to the dust where he had 
to acknowledge the limitations of 
his power, in contrast to the Most 
High’s everlasting dominion, whose 
Kingdom is from generation to 
generation. Daniel, his Jewish prime 
minister, saw the Son of man. ‘His 
dominion,’ it was acknowledged, is 
one of ‘glory, and a kingdom… [His] 
everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away… which shall not be 
destroyed’ (Daniel 7:14).

By Him and in Him we learn and confess 
Jehovah to be all our righteousness and God 
to be the only God. In His life among us, He 
was ever attributing to His Father all virtues, 
graces, wisdom and power seen in Him. The 
only righteousness He knew and proclaimed 
was divine.

If He is our King and we are citizens of His 
Kingdom, we too have wholly renounced any 
righteousness of our own. He declared the 
laws of His Kingdom in such passages as the 
Sermon on the Mount, and a sincere heart 

must admit ‘there is none righteous, no, not 
one,’ humbly taking the sinner’s place. Bowing 
there we come to see “Jesus Christ, the divinely 
righteous to be the propitiation for our sins.”

Into a situation of all human guiltiness, God 
in love sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice 
for men, and when a penitent sinner by faith 
accepts the grace offered, he receives the 
divinely provided righteousness described in 
the name Jehovah Tsidkenu. We must not look 
on this imputed righteousness as exhausting 
the meaning of this name. Paul writes of 
justification necessarily and inevitably issuing 
sanctification. Our identification with Christ 
on the cross, accepted in faith, means death to 

the principles that ruled our old life. 
He to whom this name is given is 
King; and if ours, it means we have 
accepted His sovereignty over heart 
and life. There is no deliverance from 
the penalty of sin for one choosing 
purposely to continue practicing sin. 
“The selfish Christianity that would 
escape ruin but not yield loyal 
obedience is a delusion.”

Thank God, however, for the 
entrance into imparted righteousness as well 
as imputed, we then have the password given 
to our faith: ‘The Lord is our righteousness’. 
Christ Jesus our King is from God and raised 
up by God, and He ‘is made unto us wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption: that, according as it is written, 
He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord’ (1 
Corinthians 1:30-31). He is the fulfilment of 
the names of the five kings, which they mostly 
so falsified. He is the King and Kingdom 
“founded by Jehovah”, “laid hold of by Jehovah”, 
“raised by Jehovah”, “established by Jehovah” 
eternally – ‘the Lord our Righteousness’. • 

Adapted from the writings of H E Govan.
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In our last study, covering the period when 
judgment was inevitable because of their 

apostasy, we saw the confusion encountered 
by Obadiah, Jonah, Nahum and Habakkuk 
at the thought of God executing judgment on 
His people in ways they could not understand. 
They had to accept that situation. 

But now, with Micah and Zephaniah 
belonging to the same historical period of 
impending judgment, we come to see the 
positive aspect of what God is doing in 
punishing His people for their sins. He is 
purifying them.

Micah comes first. He begins with God 
threatening punishment. It is an irresistible 
force coming towards them. It is pressure 

from one direction. But, there is pressure from 
another direction also: the pressure created by 
their sinfulness which cries out for judgment 
and punishment. These two strong forces come 
together in such a way that the nation is caught 
between them like grain being threshed or 
crushed between the two rollers of a press.

Though deserved, it is a deliberate action on 
God’s part, and a positive one. They are to see 
it as redemptive, illustrated by another picture 
– that of a woman in labour pains experiencing 
distress prior to the wonderful act of giving 
birth. There is something beyond the pain. 
There is hope to follow the distress. Though 
outwardly unremarkable, it is a process that 
gives rise to a new life. Out of the despised 
Bethlehem shall come a Ruler.

by howell Jones

 light 
FroM

darkness
i n t r o d u C i n g  t h e 
M i n o r  P r o P h e t s
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over them. They have cause to sing. Though 
punished and despised and almost forsaken 
they now are restored to be a testimony to 
God.

What can we learn? Both these two books and 
the previous four in this subset happen during 
a dark period. They represent something of 
the nature of passing through the cloud or 
the valley of death, and coming to experience 
God’s way of operating. It is the darkness of 
the spotlight of God’s redemptive judgment 
on His people.

On the one hand there is the period of 
confusion when it seems that God is acting 
in a strange, almost inconsistent way to carry 
out His purpose. But even though He uses 
circumstances and powers to do that, it is not 
the whole story. He is the sovereign God and 
they have no future outside of Him. He offers, 
even to them, compassion and mercy if they 
avail themselves of it.

Looking beyond, this process is a constructive 
one. The punishment is not vindictive – it is 
for a positive purpose. Through this experience 
God is able to bring about a regenerated, 
cleansed, rejuvenated people who will go on to 
fulfil His purpose. They are indeed like labour 
pains, confusing, painful, debilitating, but 
soon forgotten when birth happens, giving joy 
and the prospect of new life.

How did that ‘child’ grow? We shall see in our 
next study of Haggai and Zechariah. • 

Howell is a former lecturer and 
is now involved in informal Bible 
teaching in various contexts. He 
leads the Bearsden and Milngavie 
Prayer Union.

The prospect of an issue, that which comes 
out of the crisis, is in stark contrast to the 
current state of the nation: it disappoints 
God, so He makes known to them what He 
requires by way of behaviour. To achieve 
that, they need to trust in God their 
Shepherd fully and not pay attention to the 
allurements of the surrounding heathen and 
their practices. Already redeemed, they now 
need to stay undefiled. No one around will 
help or even show sympathy, but God will. 
He will bring them through. God will do 
marvellous things. Though their experience 
is one of deserved punishment, it is not a 
disaster. It is a purifying process affected by 
a “pardoning God” who shows compassion 
and, from the excruciating agony of 
judgmental captivity, will bring forth His 
people.

Zephaniah complements this emphasis. 
The starting place once again is the sinful 
state of the nation and the disgrace that this 
brings and the disappointment it is to God. 
Zephaniah catalogues the sins of the people 
– some of it open, but much of it hidden. 
Zephaniah depicts God as someone coming 
to sweep away the wrongs of the people and 
that cleansing is something that is very, very 
thorough. God leaves no stone unturned, 
no corner unsearched. He will come and 
seek out all that defiles. As in Micah, it will 
not be a pleasant experience but it will be 
something that is productive.

However, when it is done, there will be a 
bright prospect. They are to wait for God’s 
salvation. He will bring out a purified 
people. They should rejoice because through 
this experience (of judgment) God has 
taken away their deserved punishment and 
introduced new hope. Now the Lord is 
in her midst. He is mighty. He will watch 
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It was a moment of raw emotion. King 
David had seen his son, a prince in 
Israel, walk out on him, his family and 

on God. He had murdered his half-brother. 
David allowed his rebel son back without 
any confession of wrong, repentance or 
justice, so giving the impression that he 
had condoned his sin. Absalom and David 

were first alienated from each other, then 
engaged in battle, before Absalom was 
killed by Joab.  David ‘the king, deeply 
moved, went to the chamber over the gate, 
and wept, “O my son Absalom – my son, 
my son Absalom – if only I had died in 
your place! O Absalom my son, my son!”’  
(2 Samuel 18:33).

“O Absalom, 
my son, my son”

by roger Carswell

F i r s t  m a g a z i n e     1 2
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The inward pain of the spiritual loss of a 
child remains immense. It is deeply hurtful. It 
weighs so heavily on Christian parents, 
becoming a burden robbing them of joy, 
freedom in ministry, comfort and spiritual 
rest. Some Christian parents speak with pride 
about the secular success of their children, 
even saying that they are good people and 
not opposed to the gospel. In doing so, they 
attempt to disguise the reality that their loved 
ones are not walking with the Lord. Christian 
parents know that their overwhelming desire 
is for their children to belong to and be 
serving the Lord.  Sometimes the heartfelt 
prayers for them can seem like despairing cries 
as the burden for those dearest to us 
is quite overwhelming.

This pain has been felt by 
many throughout history: 
Isaac and Rebekah had 
‘grief of mind’ over Esau 
(Genesis 26:35); Jacob 
experienced that same 
burden, grieving over the 
waywardness of his sons 
(Genesis 34:30). Aaron ‘held 
his peace’ when ‘fire went from the 
Lord and devoured’ his sons Nadab and 
Abihu who had offered profane fire before 
the Lord (Leviticus 10:1-3), but reading 
between the lines you feel for him. Hophni 
and Phinehas broke the heart of their father, 
Eli, but then Samuel’s sons did the same. And 
the prodigal son’s father waited longingly 
and lovingly for his son to return.  He was 
daily feeling the disappointment of knowing 
that his son was wasting all that had been 
given him.  The fact that he had one son at 
home was no consolation to him. For the 
prodigal, there was no turning back the 
clock, but with the father, there was a way 
forward.

Imagine how David Livingstone felt having 
to dig the grave for his son who had died of 
an opium overdose. DL Moody said that he 
would gladly have traded all the thousands to 
whom he was preaching if he could just have 
his son, Will, who at that time was a prodigal, 
become a Christian. Shakespeare’s King Lear 
has the line: “How sharper than a serpent’s 
tooth it is to have a thankless child.” 

Too often the true person, whom God has 
created, is hijacked by a cruel understudy who 
squeezes the life out of him or her. CS Lewis 
tells of a clergyman’s son who returned from 
his university for the holidays with a fledgling 

scholar’s assured arrogance saying: 
“‘Dad, I’m not at all sure I can 

follow you any longer in your 
simple Christian faith.’” The 

father’s eyes skewered his 
young son who was “lost” 
as CS Lewis put it, “in the 
invincible ignorance of his 
intellect. ‘Son,’ the father 

said, ‘that is your freedom. 
Your terrible freedom.’” 

The reason a child does not 
trust and follow Jesus is their own 

sinfulness: ‘Foolishness is bound up in the 
heart of a child’ (Proverbs 22:15).  But our 
desire, like that of our loving heavenly Father, 
is that they would be saved.

The responsibility of fathers is to act towards 
their children as our heavenly Father does 
towards us.  He too has grieved over the 
waywardness, rebellion, stubbornness, 
arrogance, pride and sin of His creation, 
and even of His children.  He is patient, 
merciful and forgiving, but He is pained, 
even repenting of the freedom He has given 
(Genesis 6:6).  As parents hurt over their 
wayward children, they are reflecting the heart 

christian 
parents 

KnOW that their 
OverWhelMing 

desire is fOr their 
children tO BelOng 

tO and Be serving 
the lOrd. 
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of the Lord who grieves over His creation. 
They are experiencing the overwhelming 
ache, the pain that God the Creator feels 
towards those He loves but who spurn and 
reject Him.

The wayward child, like the prodigal son, 
is living as if the father was dead, and that is 
deeply grieving to us.  But God never wastes 
any pain or tears; He wastes no time or 
toil. He uses the hurt we feel to mould us, 
sculpturing us into His image. When we are 
oppressed by overwhelming problems it is 
a time to rediscover the boundless goodness 
of our triune God.  None of us has been the 
parent we should have been, but God is well 
able to overrule our weaknesses and mistakes. 
We must never lose hope, or be cast down; 
rather looking to Him, we are to keep praying 
that soon the prodigal will return home. We 
all have our scars, and if those of the prodigal 
seem bad, they are not a match for the ones 
Jesus carries because of Calvary.

The Lord Jesus is able to bear the burden 
which for us seems too heavy. ‘The afflictions 

of the righteous are many’ (Psalm 34:19), but 
none of them take our Saviour by surprise. He 
will walk with us through the heaviness; He 
feeds the soul with His Word, and quenches 
the craving desire for a resolution to the 
problem with His streams of living water. 
He who wills that none should perish is the 
Lord ‘in whom there is mercy and plenteous 
redemption’ (Psalm 130:7). Ours is not to 
wallow in worry but to love, to pray, to trust 
and to wait.  We can cast our burden on 
Him, knowing that He cares for us and for 
them. His eye is on them, even if they wish it 
wasn’t. His grace is pursuing them, no matter 
which far country they have settled in.  Our 
prayers will not go unheard, even though the 
prodigals are drowning out the grace of God. 
He has given us exceeding great and precious 
promises that encourage us to act wisely and 
pray fervently that, as the gospel song puts it, 
“the circle will be unbroken, by and by.” • 

Roger is from Yorkshire and passionate about 
evangelism. He is married to Dot and they have four 
adult children. 

www.rogercarswell.net
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Our first meeting with Aquila and 
Priscilla is in Acts chapter 18 where 
the apostle Paul meets them in 

Corinth on his second missionary journey. 
Both were Jews, born in the city of Pontus in 
Asia Minor and moved to the city of Corinth 
after being deported from Rome by the decree 
issued by Emperor Claudius Caesar to rid 
Rome of all Jews.

The meaning of Bible names reveals something 
about the character of the individual. Priscilla, or 
Prisca in Greek, means ancient, old-fashioned, 
simplicity. Aquila means eagle. These were 

Roman names and it is concluded that Prisca 
came from a prominent Roman family due to 
the historical inscriptions and legends of Rome.

After having a tough time ministering in 
Athens with little response, Paul finds solace 
in this couple’s home, sharing common 
ground in tentmaking and a love for the Lord. 
This became a theological training ground 
for Aquila and Priscilla as Paul shared the 
Word of God with them. This couple were 
to become prominent workers in the early 
church. As we look at this couple, we see that 
their union was blessed by God.

TogetherServing the Lord 
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by hilda lyons
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 in marriage and in the lord
Priscilla and Aquila were a couple who totally 
complemented each other and formed an 
effective team in the Lord’s work. In marriage, 
work, ministry, they operated as one. They are 
never mentioned apart in Scripture. We aren’t 
told when or how they became Christians, 
but both had experienced the saving power 
of God. As one writer puts it, “As twin 
stars, Aquila and Priscilla were ‘bright with 
borrowed rays divine’. They moved in one 
orbit and were united in all their labours as 
well as in their love”. They had a love for the 
Lord and a zeal in serving Him, exemplifying 
Christ in the common ground of life. Paul 
found this couple in Corinth and they became 
his close friends and co-workers.

Priscilla and Aquila were committed to Christ 
and each other in marriage. It is not enough to 
simply stay married; it is also the will of God 
that Christian couples serve the Lord together, 
working together to bring glory to Christ 
through their home. Married couples ought to 
pray together, read the Word of God together, 
attend the church services together, and work 
together to bring the lost to Christ. Nothing 
brings unity like a common purpose. The desire 
of every believing husband and wife ought to be 
to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ together. Priscilla 
and Aquila are a perfect example of this. 

Marriage is a lifelong commitment of love, 
devotion, adapting, sharing and giving. It 
needs to be worked at, in the annoying habits, 
the differences of opinions and the failings, 
with both parties giving one hundred percent. 
Sadly, society today has lessened the precious 
God-given bond of marriage and many give 
up and walk away too easily and readily.

in secular employment
They were tentmakers or leather workers, 
cutting and sewing the woven cloths of 

goat’s hair to make tents. This gives them an 
immediate bonding with Paul when he comes 
to Corinth as he too was a tentmaker by trade. 
All Jewish boys would have been taught a 
trade from a young age. Their work supported 
themselves and obviously the Lord’s work too. 
What is it that God has given you to do? Your 
skills, occupation or job, whatever it may be, 
whether you are a nurse, farmer, office worker, 
will put you on common ground with people 
who are in the same work as you. Our great 
calling within this circle is to be a witness for 
Christ. How often we are fearful and don’t 
grasp every opportunity.

in ministry
This couple were united in serving Jesus in 
apostolic days. They lived when poverty and 
persecution among believers were rife. When 
Paul left to go to Syria, Priscilla and Aquila were 
with him and stayed in Ephesus (Acts 18:18). It 
is here at Ephesus that we see this godly couple, 
who were well versed in the Scriptures, coming 
alongside Apollos to help him (Acts 18:24-28). 
When Aquila and Priscilla listened to Apollos 
preach – ‘an eloquent man and mighty in the 
scriptures’ – they realised that even though 
he was earnest in what he said, he hadn’t got 
the full picture, as he still preached only the 
baptism of John. They took him aside quietly 
and explained the full story of Christ’s life, 
death, resurrection and the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit. Alexander Whyte writes in regard 
to this encounter between Aquila, Priscilla and 
Apollos: “I admire all three so much, that I 
really do not know which to admire the most; 
Aquila and Priscilla in their quiet extraordinary 
wisdom and tact and courage, and especially 
love; or Apollos in his still more extraordinary 
humility, modesty, and mind of Christ.”

Apollos was a gifted preacher and some of the 
Corinthians even put him before Peter and 
Paul! 
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As Aquila and Priscilla worked alongside their 
friend and co-worker Paul, they served the 
Lord in different places – Corinth, Ephesus 
and Rome. In Romans 16:3-4, Paul sends them 
this greeting: ‘Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my 
fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their 
own necks for my life, to whom not only I give 
thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles.’

Priscilla and Aquila obviously had a huge 
influence and impact on the early church 
and were very highly regarded amongst the 
believers. They were supporters, encouragers, 
prayer warriors, mentors and teachers. Who 
wouldn’t want this couple with them in the 
Lord’s work whether in mission or church! 
At some point they had even risked their 
lives to save Paul’s. They certainly couldn’t 
have received a higher commendation from 
the apostle Paul. At the end of 1 Corinthians 
16:19, where they now have a church in their 
home in Rome, he sends them greetings: 
‘Aquila and Priscilla greet you heartily in the 
Lord, with the church that is in their house’; and 
in 2 Timothy 4:19: ‘Greet Prisca and Aquila’.

They truly lived up to their names, soaring 
like an eagle and remaining steadfast, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord even amid 

persecution and hardships. There is a tradition 
to the effect that they ultimately laid down 
their lives for Christ’s sake. July 8 is the day 
set apart for them in the martyrology of the 
Roman church, when it is said the faithful 
couple were led out beyond the walls and 
beheaded.

Herbert Lockyer says: “In the history of 
Christianity, the truly great characters have 
always been simple and humble men and 
women… And whether we are prominent or 
otherwise, may we be found serving God to 
the limit of our ability.”

It is wonderful what God can do through a 
husband and wife team! Their hospitality, 
dedication and love opened the door of 
salvation for many. In conclusion, how do 
Priscilla and Aquila’s lives challenge us today? 
They challenge us to use everything we are and 
have to serve Him – our gifts and ability, our 
workplace, our home and families – and if we 
are already doing this, to keep on going even 
in the midst of hard times. Remain faithful to 
the end! • 

Hilda is married to Jim and they are Faith Mission 
members based in Portadown, Northern Ireland.

“Priscilla and Aquila were committed to 
Christ and each other in marriage. It is not 
enough to simply stay married; it is also the 
will of God that Christian couples serve the 

Lord together, working together to bring glory 
to Christ through their home.”
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Lessons from the

by david lang

‘Like an eagle that stirs up its 
nest, that flutters overs its young, 
spreading out its wings, catching 
them, bearing them on its pinions. 
The Lord alone guided [ Jacob]; 
no foreign god was with him.’ 
Deuteronomy 32:11-12

Eagles normally build their nests 
on the cliff edge or on a tall tree. 
Many species lay two eggs but only 

one will hatch, with both parents taking the 
responsibility in looking after their baby. An 
eagle is born for the heights, for freedom 
and to own the skies. There are similarities 
between the eagle and God’s children that can 
teach us how to handle life’s storms.

Eagle
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Lessons from the

Training of the eagle begins early and whilst 
still in the nest they are taught how to tear up 
food brought by the parents. There comes a day 
when the nest is disturbed by the mother and, 
at ten weeks old, the young eagle is put out of 
the nest. It is led to a rock where the mother 
removes all its feathers. She is making plans for 
her baby to learn to fly but all of this must be 
confusing and bewildering for the young eagle. 
In Stephen’s day the believers were scattered 
with many having their nests disturbed and as a 
result the gospel was spread from place to place 
(Acts 8). There are times when God disturbs 
our nest or maybe even destroys the nest in 
order to shake us out of our comfort zone. We 
find it difficult when this happens and wonder 
why and perhaps ask the question: “Where is 
God?” Our enemy uses this opportunity to 
whisper in our ear: “Yes, where is God?” 
 
When the young eagle is thirteen or fourteen 
weeks old the mother will draw alongside 
it and entice the young one to hop on. She 
will spread her wings, making the young 
eagle comfortable and to the heights she will 
ascend. I can imagine the young eagle would 
be terrified. In the midst of this flight the 
mother eagle flips over causing the young eagle 
to fall. But at a distance she is watching, and 
if the young eagle hasn’t found its wings the 
mother will dive down under the young bird 
and it will fall onto her wings. This procedure 
is repeated each day until the young eagle finds 
its wings. The lesson for us – God will carry 
us in the difficulties of life so that we remain 
firm in Him, but we must learn to trust Him: 
‘…those who hope in the Lord will renew their 
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles…’ 
(Isaiah 40:31). We are to lean on the Lord, not 
on our own strength. The moment we learn 
to trust in our God in the struggles of life is 
a wonderful moment, causing us to see things 
very differently and giving us the courage and 
strength to carry on.

The eagle is the master of the sky, going to 
great heights, with its eyesight being twenty 
times better than the human eye.  Its hearing 
is also incredibly good. The heights are a place 
of protection with storms coming and going, 
but the eagle is safe and doesn’t fear the storm. 
In order to know protection in the storms we 
need to look up to the heights. When we are 
in that place we can know safety and security 
in Christ. Perhaps we should make the words 
of this old hymn our prayer.

I’m pressing on the upward way,
New heights I’m gaining every day;
Still praying as I onward bound,
“Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.”

My heart has no desire to stay
Where doubts arise and fears dismay;
Though some may dwell where these abound,
My prayer, my aim, is higher ground. 

When the mother eagle is teaching her 
young, the father is on a watch tower above 
them, and if an enemy comes, the father 
eagle will act immediately to protect them. 
He will face a flock of birds in full flight and 
attack, screening his family from danger. 
He stands tall as their shield, safeguarding 
them from any endangerment. God is our 
Protector, guarding our feet as we walk with 
Him. When we find ourselves in danger we 
ought to look up to our heavenly Father. It’s 
the upward look to our Lord that makes the 
difference.

Let us learn to press on, gaining new heights 
every day, knowing God will renew our 
strength and enable us to soar on wings like 
eagles. He will give us the ability to run and 
not grow weary, walk and not faint. • 

David is married to May and they live in East Lothian, 
Scotland.

Eagle
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testimony

I was brought up in Irvinestown, Northern 
Ireland.  As a child I was sent along to 
Sunday School, church and children’s 

meetings. No doubt the seed of God’s Word 
was planted in my young heart although I may 
not have been aware of it at the time. Teaching 
the Word of God to children is an awesome 
responsibility as we are reminded in Psalm 78: 
‘that they might set their hope in God’. 

Moving to secondary school was different 
from primary school and at this young age 
I started going to youth clubs and discos. If 
someone had asked me at that time what my 
thoughts were about God or what I believed, 
I would probably have said that unless you 
were a great sinner you were going to heaven. 
I did believe there was a place called heaven 
at the end of life. At that time there were 
many instances in my life that were taking me 
deeper into the world.

I thank God for His hand of protection 
upon me. When I stop and think back as to 
how God kept me through some near-death 
experiences, I am so grateful to Him. I thank 
Him too for bringing Noel into my life and 
although he wasn’t walking with the Lord, he 
was a regular attender at gospel meetings. As 
a young couple we lived for the weekend and 
sought satisfaction and pleasure in the things 
of the world. I wasn’t going out with Noel 
long until I found myself with him sitting 

under faithful ministry. I felt like a fish out of 
water. It began to dawn on me that by nature 
we are all sinners in the sight of a holy God 
(Romans 5:12). I thought that if God was 
holy and I was sinful, there was a problem, a 
problem too big for me.

For a short time we went to church occasionally 
and also attended some gospel meetings. I 
enjoyed listening to people sharing how they 
became a Bible Christian. Their testimonies 
were very different as far as their backgrounds 
were concerned but they all had something 
in common. God had shown each one their 
need of a Saviour and they had turned to Him, 
repenting of their sin and accepting His offer 
of mercy. They had all been, to use a Bible term, 
‘born again’, and they were sharing their story. 
I had no such story to tell!

Gradually I realised that one could be saved 
from sin and have peace with God. This was 
something I did not have, and I realised I could 
not earn it (Ephesians 2:8-9). Sunday 9 March 
1980 is a day that I will never forget. Noel 
and I decided to go to a gospel meeting. That 
night more than ever before, I felt my need of 
forgiveness. It was decision time. As I thought 
about surrendering my life to the Lord, I 
thought: “Oh you couldn’t keep it, it’s a life of 
rules and regulations, you can’t do this.” I have 
since learned this is far from the truth. ‘He that 
hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the 

h e  i s  n O t 
a  d i s a p p O i n t M e n t

Testimony of Marilyn Quinn
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Son of God hath not life’ (1 John 5:12). Jesus 
gives a lovely invitation in Matthew 11:28: 
‘Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.’

As we left the meeting that night, in the 
quietness of my heart I determined that 
with God’s help I would surrender my life to 
Him. I wanted this more than anything else!  
I spoke to someone that night who I knew 
could help me, and in simple faith I came just 
as I was. With a genuine and sincere heart, I 
asked God for mercy and to come into my 
life. I proved that ‘Him that cometh to me, I 
will in no wise cast out’ ( John 6:37), because 
that night the peace of God flooded my soul 
and the joy of the Lord was overwhelming.

Not everybody has the same experience; 
sometimes it takes a little while to see the 
change. God changed my desires in a moment 
of time and instead of frequenting the places 
of the world, God created in my heart a desire 
after Himself, a desire for His house and the 
place of prayer, and a love for His precious 
Word. I was completely changed – the same 
on the outside, but changed on the inside! 
He also helped me as far as possible to make 
restitution; I had wrongs to put right which 
is not easy but I was conscious of God’s help. 
For me, ‘all things [had] become new.’ There is 
no other life to compare. What a wonderful 
privilege of walking with God. Having His 

daily peace and joy is the most precious thing.

I felt it very important from the outset to be 
part of the local church and to get involved in 
any way I could. The weekly prayer meeting was 
such a great blessing, and still is today. Listening 
and praying with others helped me grow in my 
faith, and having others pray alongside me for 
those I love and care about and are not yet saved 
is so encouraging. Some years later, Noel came 
to the Lord and became actively involved in 
our local church. In fact, you could say that was 
our life! God blessed us with three wonderful 
children and we depended greatly on Him to 
guide us and help us bring them up in a world 
that, by and large, is anti-God. We both knew 
the importance of making sure God had His 
rightful place in our home.

Everybody will experience trials and 
difficulties in their life. The most comforting 
thing we have as Christians is not that Christ 
takes away our struggles but that He is with us 
through them. My sister passed away over five 
years ago; that was one of those times when I 
was so conscious that underneath and around 
me were His everlasting arms.

As I look back over the many years, I can say 
with Solomon that He has been and still is the 
‘altogether lovely’ One and the fairest ‘among 
ten thousand’ to my soul. I recommend Him 
to you. •

“God changed my desires in a moment of time and instead 
of frequenting the places of the world, God created in my 
heart a desire after Himself... I was completely changed – 

the same on the outside, but changed on the inside!”
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Mary Smith was born 
in 1795 near Salford 

in Lancashire to James and 
Mary Smith, both committed 
Christians. Her father was a 
prosperous nursery gardener 
and a young Robert Moffat 
had come to work for him. 
Robert was born in Ormiston, 
Scotland, and travelled to 
England hoping to better his 
circumstances, but God had 
other plans. While out walking 
he saw a poster advertising 
a missionary meeting and 
decided to attend. He was 
profoundly challenged to give 
up his desires for advancement 
and answer the call to go as a 
missionary to Africa.

Robert fell in love with Mary. 
They both agreed that she 
should go with him to Africa 
but her parents objected. And 
so, at the age of twenty-one, 
he went alone. It was a severe 
trial to let their only daughter 

go, but after much struggle 
Mary’s parents gave her up 
and in 1819 she travelled to 
South Africa. On December 
27, 1819, she and Robert were 
married. She wrote to her 
brother: “Surely it ought to 
afford consolation that I am 
now united to one who counts 
not his life dear to himself.”

Mary set out with her husband 
on her first missionary journey, 
travelling six hundred miles by 
ox-drawn wagon from Cape 
Town to Kuruman. The way 
led through a parched lifeless 
region of the desert where 
finding a waterhole was the 
goal to quench their thirst 
and that of the oxen. This 
was the beginning of many 
such journeys during her time 
in Africa. They would cross 
raging rivers, taking most of 
the day to get up and down 
steep banks. At night the 
oxen would be unyoked, a fire 

would be started, the kettle 
put on and supper prepared, 
all followed by a worship 
service.

Mary learned to make a 
home in a mud hut, miles 
from civilization and often 
left alone while her husband 
penetrated further into the 
interior, not knowing if she 
would see him again. In her 
letters she writes: “I feel a 
satisfaction in sacrificing 
my dear husband’s company 
when I reflect that it is for the 
cause of Christ.” In order to 
learn the language, he lived 
amongst the natives, hunting 
with them and sleeping in 
their huts, enabling him to 
translate the entire Bible into 
Sechawan.  She wrote to her 
mother: “Before I bid adieu 
to home with all its delights, 
I calculated upon a life of 
hardships, toil, shame and 
reproach and now my soul can 

Mary smith Moffat helped her 
husband, robert, establish a 
missionary station in the northern 
cape province of south africa.

The Awakening 
Will Come
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bid it welcome for the sake of 
Christ. The promises have 
been fulfilled, the sun has 
not smitten us by day nor the 
moon by night.” Mary grew in 
courage, not disturbed at the 
sight of a snake or a scorpion. 
She beat her clothes clean on 
a stone, made her own soap 
from sheep’s fat, smoked and 
salted her meat, ground her 
wheat, and baked in a brick 
oven. She cleaned her floors 
with cow dung mixed with 
water and discovered “it lays 
dust better than anything 
and kills the fleas”. After a 
period of time her house 
and landscape acquired real 
beauty. She writes: “The 
willow tree is majestic, the 
orange trees are sending forth 
their still more grateful scent. 
The pomegranate hedge with 
its numerous scarlet flowers 
exceeds everything.”

The first of their ten children 
was born in 1820, a baby 
girl named Mary, who 
later became wife to David 
Livingstone. Mary also took 
in three homeless children, 
one of whom they heard 
crying amongst the stones, 
where it had been buried alive 
next to its dead mother the 
previous night. Tribal custom 
demanded this sacrifice of the 
children. She wrote home: 
“The longer we live in this 
land, the more convinced 
we are of the necessity of 
missionaries being here, being 

fully persuaded it is only the 
gospel of peace which can raise 
the degenerate sons of Adam.”

In their early years of 
missionary effort Mary shared 
her husband’s hardships and 
discouragements. On one 
occasion she wrote: “Could 
we see the smallest fruit, 
we could rejoice amidst the 
toils which we bear, but as it 
is, our hands do often hang 
down. But our consolation is 
we walk by faith and not by 
sight.” She remained strong in 
faith and would often console 
her husband saying: “We may 
not see it, but the awakening 
will come as surely as the sun 
will rise tomorrow.” In the 
midst of this darkness she 
wrote to a friend asking her to 
send a communion set: “We 
shall want it someday.”
 
Suddenly in 1829 there 
appeared to be a great 
awakening. The meeting 
house was crowded, hymn 
singing and the outpouring 
of prayer could be heard 
everywhere. “It came without 
any human or visible existing 
cause”1. On the Sunday 
they gathered together to 
have their first communion 
service using the set Mary 
had asked her friend to send. 
It  had taken three years to 
get to her, arriving the day 
before their first service of 
celebrating the Lord’s Supper. 
Mary wrote home saying: 

“Our gracious God has been 
very condescending to spare 
the lives of His unworthy 
servants to witness some 
fruits of missionary labour. 
I feel an honour has been 
conferred upon me which 
the kings of the earth could 
never have done for me. I am 
happy, remarkably happy, 
though my present habitation 
is a single room with a mud 
floor.” The group of believers 
grew in number, progressing 
in their spiritual life, causing 
their outward demeanour and 
manner of living to improve 
also.

In 1870 the Moffats left 
Kuruman for England, with 
crowds of friends wanting 
to clasp their hands in a 
last goodbye. By this time 
churches were in existence, 
led by native pastors. Not 
long after returning home, 
Mary died in January 1871. 
Her husband declared: “For 
fifty-three years I have had 
her to pray for me!” He called 
her “his beloved partner”. Her 
life was one of self-sacrifice 
and devotion for the cause of 
missionary work. • 

References: Great Women of Faith 
by Edith Dean; 
1 The Lives of Robert and Mary 
Moffat by John S Moffat

A blue plaque was unveiled in 1998 
at Plantation Farm, Dukinfield, to 
celebrate the life of Mary Moffat, 
and in Ormiston a monument 
stands in recognition of Moffat’s 
missionary work.
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Introducing our new 
Faith Mission Members

I n 2017 God spoke 
strongly to us about going 

to FMBC. Attending Faith 
Mission conventions, we 
discovered a passion and 
enthusiasm to share the 
gospel, which we wanted to 
be a part of. 

We prayed that God would 
make it crystal clear, not 
wanting to be out of God’s 
will. But leaving family, 
friends, house, business, our 
children’s education, made 
us hesitate. One morning 
the Lord gave confirmation 
from Isaiah 6:8: ‘Here am I, 
send me’ – words that could 
not be ignored. This verse 
became a great strength to 
us throughout the two years 
at College as going back to 
the classroom was not easy. 
When we felt like giving 
up, even doubting why God 
would contemplate using us 
in His service, He reminded 
us that He had called us. 
Sometimes God asks us to do 

andrew 
and Carolyn 
Maybin

difficult things, and the best 
place to be is in His will. We 
settled in very well – it was 
as if we were being carried by 
those back home who were 
praying for us. Many things 
we were anxious about just 
came together. 

Our work in the North 
Irish and North West Irish 
Districts consists of Prayer 
Unions, drive-in meetings, 
door-to-door work, practical 
jobs at Ballymena Centre, 
a monthly youth meeting, 
street café, and other services 
at which we are asked to speak 
or sing. We value your prayers 

greatly as we seek God’s will 
in what we should be doing 
during Covid-19 restrictions. 

As we see more into the lives 
of people, and the brokenness 
of this world, we sense a deeper 
need for the Lord to pour out 
the power of the Holy Spirit 
in revival, and we are praying 
expectantly. We want to tell as 
many people as the Lord gives 
us opportunity about what 
Jesus has done for us and what 
He can do for them. Please 
pray for us as a family – that 
the Lord will guide us in all we 
do and that we will be faithful 
to follow Him closely. • 
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I was born and brought up in a Christian 
family on a farm in Cumbria. At the age of 

seven, I realised that I wouldn’t get to heaven 
on my own merits and that Jesus had died for 
me that I may have eternal life. So one Sunday 
evening at the side of my bed I accepted Jesus 
as my Lord and Saviour. During my teenage 
years, I found myself becoming stale spiritually 
until, at the age of seventeen, a few difficult 
circumstances came about. Within those trials 
God met with me and dealt with me and I 
recommitted my life to the Lord.

In my late teens, when I was a builder, the desire 
to go to Bible College increased. I saw the hand 
of God move within our little area. One or two 
people were saved every week for a period of 
six months and I had the privilege of pointing 
several of my friends to the Lord. The burden 
to study God’s Word became stronger. I was 
nervous about making an application to the 
College without a clear call from the Lord. But 
the following year at Edinburgh Convention 
the Lord made it clear and then confirmed it in 
Scripture. Shortly afterwards, in October 2018, 
I enrolled at FMBC.

The years at College were not easy as I came 
barely being able to read or write. God’s grace 
was sufficient as He improved my reading and 
writing abilities and loosened my tongue to be 
able to speak in public without stammering.

In October 2020, I started full-time work for the 
Mission. I am currently at Harby Centre with 
Alistair and Yvette Park, helping with evangelism. 
Thank you to all who pray for me. I would ask for 
continuing prayer for the Lord’s help in my life. • 

wesley 
brewer

I was born and raised in a Christian home 
in Torbay, South Devon. Aged nine I gave 

my life to Christ after attending a Christian 
summer camp in Cornwall. In 2017 I became 
the children’s worker at my church, which I 
thoroughly enjoyed doing. In the last eighteen 
months I have also taken on the youth work.

This past academic year I have studied Applied 
Theology at Moorlands Bible College with a 
view to joining The Faith Mission. During 
this past year the Lord has been so gracious to 
me, having been able to spend a year primarily 
focussing on studying and learning more 
about Him and His Word. Being able to apply 
that knowledge by teaching young people the 
good news of Christ on a weekly basis has 
been such a joy.

George and I were married on 5 September 
2020 and are living in a small village in 
Cornwall. I still work with my home 
church in Paignton, which includes running 
children’s and youth clubs. This has been a 
challenge to organise because of the current 
restrictions. However, as I write, we have 
been able to recommence the youth club 
and hope to restart the children’s club soon. 
I am currently planning my Walk Through 
the Bible lessons, hoping to get into schools 
around Devon and Cornwall. Please pray 
that the schools will be happy for these 
lessons to take place. George and I plan to 
start working alongside another church soon 
and we would value prayer for this. I also 
hope to run a toddler group and a children’s 
club. My desire is to reach both parents and 
their children with the glorious gospel. • 

Chloe 
Clayson
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March 2020 brought an abrupt 
end to our 2019-20 College 
year. Knowing that lockdown was 

coming, students were sent home and lectures 
were moved online. With staff working from 
home, placements cancelled, and graduation 
postponed, the College year ended very 
differently to how we imagined.

Therefore, when it came to the new College 
year commencing in September, we were 
committed to the idea of trying to have 
staff and students onsite with some level of 
normality within College life.

We have been grateful to God for the number 
of students He has brought to the College this 
year amidst a difficult time. We welcomed 
back two third-year students and five second-
year students, who were joined by nine first-
years as well as six part-time students on our 
Tuesday course.

To keep in line with government guidelines 
and enable us to work onsite, Faith Mission 
Bible College looks very different! Here are 
just some of the changes we have implemented:

•	 Students have been placed in ‘household 
bubbles’ with each household having their 
own kitchen and living area. This required 
a reshuffle within our accommodation 
facilities and greater use of the flats onsite. 

•	 In the lecture halls, students have assigned 
seats within their households with a two-
metre distance between desks. Lecturers 
are teaching from behind a screen and 
staff and students must wear masks when 
moving about the building or classroom.  

•	 There are currently no opportunities for 
students to do outreach on Thursday 
afternoons in Edinburgh city centre 
and so we are praying that God will 
provide new openings for students to 
learn practically while at College as 
this is a valuable part of their training.  

•	 College devotions and prayer times look very 
different with no singing and everyone spread 
out to follow social distancing guidelines. 
However, we are thankful for still being able 
to meet as a College to worship the One who 
has brought each of us here.

bible College 
during a Pandemic
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With households unable to mix, community 
life has been very different for students; but 
we are grateful to see how well students have 
embraced the guidelines and are making the 
most of their prayer times and lectures to get 
to know each other. Those who have returned 
for second year have expressed their gratitude 
for being back onsite and being able to enjoy 
face-to-face lectures. We praise God that He 
has kept us all safe thus far and pray that this 
will continue.

Recognising that this has been a difficult year for 
many, we have been blessed with the reminder 
that our God is in complete control and we can 
trust Him with each day we are given. May this 
truth be an encouragement to you also.

Thank you for your continued prayers for the 
College. The staff and students appreciate you 
more than you know. •

the tanzer familythe townend family

College devotions

John Frame

John Frame joined the staff team at Faith 
Mission Bible College in 2004 as the 
College chef. He has been a blessing to 
the College staff and students with many 
expressing how he was more than a chef, 
but also a listening ear and friend who 
often had a joke up his sleeve to brighten 
up the day. This year John withdrew from 
his role at the College and we can honestly 
say he will be greatly missed. We trust he 
will enjoy this next chapter in his life and 
know God’s richest blessings in the days of 
retirement and rest. •
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Marjorie Ekin was born in Newtownards 
in January 1956 and born again on 17 

March 1970 at a mission conducted by the late 
Rev Sam Workman. Sometime later she fully 
surrendered her life to the Lord and realised she 
was saved to serve, often doing this by using her 
lovely singing voice in local gospel meetings. Soon 
she heard God’s call to enter The Faith Mission 
Bible College. On the day she handed in her 
notice at the Northern Ireland Electricity office 
where she worked, she was offered promotion. 
Being certain of God’s leading, she refused it! 
Following training, she conducted some fruitful 
missions in County Donegal.

Marjorie married David Bennett in 1979 and 
initially they served the Lord in County Cork 
as area workers. After they were transferred to 
Carlisle to take charge of that District, their 
three children, Carolyn, Amy and James, 
were born. They moved to Omagh in 1987 
and to a further three Districts in Ireland, 
before returning to Omagh in 2014 for their 
concluding years of ministry, retiring in 2019.

One of Marjorie’s gifts was her ministry to 
ladies and so she was a widely accepted speaker 
at ladies’ events in various denominations and 
organisations. She even crossed the Atlantic 
to speak at a number of Faith Mission ladies’ 
retreats in Canada. But she was also aware of the 
need amongst the ladies in the various Districts 
in Ireland. With this is in mind she commenced 

a ladies’ fellowship evening in Ballymena, 
and in the Irish Border District she started a 
coffee morning at Portadown Camp Centre 
and another at Gibson’s Hill Mission Hall. In 
Stradbally, she conducted a very successful Bible 
study near Mountrath, known as Time Out 
and a further one in Athy under the acronym 
CAMEO – Come And Meet Each Other. Just 
a few years ago, she was invited to commence 
another CAMEO near Drumquin. Alongside 
these Marjorie also organised one-off ladies’ 
breakfasts, coffee mornings and afternoon teas.  
Her real burden was to encourage ladies to 
deepen their relationship with the Lord, always 
emphasising the priority of the daily quiet time.

Marjorie also loved camp ministry and 
sometimes, despite her heavy cooking 
responsibilities, taught the missionary lesson. 
She loved the teenagers in particular and they 
appreciated her warm personality and knew 
that they could open up to her in confidence 
about their struggles. Many times this resulted 
in receiving wise counsel.

David and Marjorie moved to Ballywalter 
in County Down upon retirement and, 
despite health issues, really enjoyed spending 
more quality time with their children and 
grandchildren. Following a short illness 
Marjorie went to be with her Saviour on 23 
September 2020. For Marjorie ‘to live [was] 
Christ, and to die is gain’ (Philippians.1:21). •

s a v e d 
t O 
s e r v e
Marjorie Bennett (1956-2020)
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It was in the autumn of 1969 that two Faith 
Mission Pilgrims, Miss Nancy Whylie 

(Moffit) and Miss Phyllis Campbell (Nixon), 
came to the Donemana area and conducted 
a number of missions. These missions were 
blessed by the Lord and many were converted. 
One of these missions was held in the old 
schoolhouse in Glenagoorland and five or six 
people were saved at this mission.

It was these two Pilgrims who got 
Glenagoorland Prayer Union started in 
February/March 1970 in the home of Willie 
Ballantine. Mr Keith Percival, who was the 
Faith Mission Superintendent, looked after the 
Prayer Union for the first year making sure that 
each week there would be someone to bring a 
message from God’s Word and lead us in prayer. 
We would like to thank Keith for looking after 
us as a Prayer Union in those early days.

Down through the years we found the prayer 
meeting to be the place where we have known 
God’s blessing as we have prayed together for 
the work of The Faith Mission, for each other, 
and the local needs.

After Willie Ballantine’s death in October 
1973, the Prayer Union met in the home of 
Derick and Pearl Gamble in Donemana and 
so the prayer meeting was called Donemana 
Prayer Union.

In February 1987 it was moved to the home of 
Billy and Phyllis Nixon and we now meet in 
a prayer room on the farmyard each Monday 
at 8pm. 

We are eagerly waiting for the opportunity 
to meet together again when the pandemic 
restrictions are eased and allow us to do so. •

Fifty years praying
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General Director & Treasurer 
Principal of Bible College
Director for Ireland
Director for England
Director for Scotland 
Director of Bookshop Ministries

J TOWNEND, 1st Oct 1975, and Mrs Townend
R J W MURDOCK, 1st Oct 1989, and Mrs Murdock (rejoined 2013) 
J LYONS, 1st Oct 1989, and Mrs Lyons (rejoined 2018)
A B PATTERSON, 1st Oct 1986, and Mrs Patterson
D A MACLEOD, 1st Oct 1996, and Mrs Macleod
S J MATTHEWS, 1st Oct 1973, and Mrs Matthews (rejoined 1986)

P R CROWE, 1st Oct 1982, and Mrs Crowe, East Scottish District  
W L HARRISON, 1st Oct 1983, and Mrs Harrison, Anglo-Scottish Border District
G CONN, 1st Oct 1985, and Mrs Conn, Central Irish District
G THOMSON, 1st Oct 1987, and Mrs Thomson, South Scottish District (rejoined 2013)
A PARK, 1st Oct 1989, and Mrs Park, Central English District (rejoined 2016)
G J TUTTY, 1st Oct 1990, and Mrs Tutty, West Irish District
N WILSON, 1st Oct 1993, and Mrs Wilson, South West English District (rejoined 2014)
A McCULLOUGH, 1994, and Mrs McCullough, North Irish District
M TOMB, 1st Oct 1994, and Mrs Tomb, Irish Midlands District
G S S WALKER, 1st Oct 1996, and Mrs Walker, South East English District
J SLATER, 1st Oct 1998, and Mrs Slater, South West Irish District

Superintendents

L Brush and Mrs Brush   1st Oct 1982
A H Paul    1st Oct 1987
N J Bovenizer and Mrs Bovenizer  1st Oct 1993
K I Wood    1st Oct 1995
J Cummings and Mrs Cummings 1st Oct 2005     
J McCartney   1st Oct 2005
S Megaw and Mrs Megaw   1st Oct 2005  (rejoined 2019)   
B Fiddian and Mrs Fiddian*  1st Oct 2006  (rejoined 2018) 
J Lennox and Mrs Lennox  1st Oct 2008  (rejoined 2016)
H Wilson   1st Oct 2009
A Morton and Mrs Morton  1st Oct 2010
E Stevenson*   1st Oct 2011
J Brown and Mrs Brown   1st Oct 2013
G Harrison and Mrs Harrison  1st Oct 2013
R Little    1st Oct 2014
G McKeown*   1st Oct 2014
G Clayson and Mrs Clayson 1st Oct 2015
R Lyons   1st Oct 2017
L MacDonald  1st Oct 2017
B Parker and Mrs Parker  1st Oct 2017
M Roberts   1st Apr 2018
W Brewer   1st Oct 2018
A Maybin and Mrs Maybin  1st Oct 2018
S Dundas    1st Apr 2019

Associate Workers 
I Booth   1st Oct 1994
S Walsh and Mrs Walsh   1st Oct 2000

Auxiliary Workers 
N Dudgeon    1st Oct 1997  (rejoined 2014)
T Bennett*    1st Jan 2011

Faith Mission Workers (UK)  

K Ruegger & Mme Ruegger
W Streiff & Mme Streiff
K Lipp & Mme Lipp
D Schott & Mme Schott
D Perret & Mme Perret
P Crosnier
L-M Lemofack & Mme Lemofack
J Makaya & Mme Makaya
B Drevon & Mme Drevon

Mission-Foi-Evangile

T E A Condy and Mrs Condy
R Perron and Mrs Perron
K Evans and Mrs Evans
J Goudy and Mrs Goudy
L-A Drake
M Hardwick and Mrs Hardwick
M Hoover and Mrs Hoover
C Arndt and Mrs Arndt
S Beaulieus and Mrs Beaulieus

The Faith Mission (in Canada)

O Greenaway (1953-90)
M Thompson (1955-97)
M Wright (1981-99)
I Porter (1956-2000) 
R C Dukelow (1953-2000) and Mrs Dukelow
C Slight (1968-2002)
J McDonald (1966-71; 1990-2003)
K H Percival (1961-2004) and Mrs Percival
J Macdonald (1989-2013) and Mrs Macdonald
L F J Pearson (1972-2013)
D Chambers (1983-2015) and Mrs Chambers
J McNeilly (1969-2015) and Mrs McNeilly
I H P Farrell (1973-2019)
T Matthews (1972-2019) and Mrs Matthews
D R Bennett (1972-2019)  
     and Mrs Bennett (deceased 2020)

Retired Workers (Britain & Ireland)

the workers in the 
Faith Mission during 2020

Ladies’ names in italics     
* denotes withdrawal during year 
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SCOTLAND
highland district
Donnie & Catherine Macleod (Superintendent)
1 Lodge Park, Inverness, IV2 4YR 
01463 238160   hq.scotland@faithmission.org

sOuth scOttish district
Gordon & Janice Thomson (Superintendent)
9 Westerton Farm Lane, Bearsden, Glasgow, G61 1NF
0141 942 0841   south.scottish@faithmission.org

east scOttish district
Paul & Elizabeth Crowe (Superintendent)
43 Great Southern Road, Aberdeen, AB11 7XY
01224 587112   east.scottish@faithmission.org

anglO scOttish BOrder district
William & Carolyn Harrison (Superintendent)
The Steadings, High Barbuchany,  
Newton Stewart, DG8 6QF
01671 403632   anglo.scottish@faithmission.org

ENgLAND
nOrth english district
Alistair & Sharon Patterson (Superintendent)
10 Millgates, York, YO26 6AT
01904 786289     hq.england@faithmission.org

central english district
Alistair & Yvette Park (Superintendent)
Glebe Farm, Langar Lane, Harby, Melton Mowbray, LE14 4BL
01949 860313     central.english@faithmission.org

sOuth east english district
Stephen & Cynthia Walker (Superintendent)
Red House Farm, Fen Lane, Earl Stonham, Stowmarket, 
IP14 5EG
01449 711877     southeast.english@faithmission.org

sOuth West english district 
Nigel & Ruth Wilson (Superintendent)
Henerys Garden, Lewdown, Okehampton, EX20 4BS
01566 783512      southwest.english@faithmission.org

subsCriPtions 
First is published quarterly and costs £1 per copy plus postage. The annual subscription is £5.72. 
If you would like to receive First regularly, or buy a subscription for a friend, please send the details to First Subscriptions, 
The Faith Mission, 548 Gilmerton Road, Edinburgh, EH17 7JD. Alternatively you can email hq@faithmission.org 
or telephone 0131 664 5814. Payment can be made by cheque, credit/debit card, or bank transfer.

IrELAND
irish BOrder district
Jim & Hilda Lyons (Superintendent)
131 Mahon Road, Portadown, Craigavon, 
BT62 3SF
028 3833 2806
hq.ireland@faithmission.org 

central irish district
George & Andrea Conn (Superintendent)
62 Glenavy Road, Lisburn, BT28 3UT
028 9262 8286
central.irish@faithmission.org

nOrth irish district
Andrew & Jenny McCullough (Superintendent)
3 Grange Avenue, Ballymena, BT42 2DX
028 2565 6494
north.irish@faithmission.org

West irish district
Garry & Alison Tutty (Superintendent)
15 Derry Road, Omagh, BT78 5DY
028 8224 2286
west.irish@faithmission.org

nOrth West irish district
c/o Garry & Alison Tutty
15 Derry Road, Omagh, 
BT78 5DY
028 8224 2286
northwest.irish@faithmission.org

irish Midlands district
Mervyn & Rachel Tomb (Superintendent)
Knocknagrally, Durrow, Portlaoise, 
Co. Laois, R32 HX23.  057 874 0770
midlands.irish@faithmission.org

sOuth West irish district
Johnathan & Janet Slater (Superintendent)
Carhue, Bandon, Co. Cork, P72 YW67
023 884 4153
southwest.irish@faithmission.org

distriCt
ContaCt details
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Bible Teaching

Inspiring  
Meaningful Worship

Renewed  
Spiritual Vision

Refreshing Warm 
Fellowship

www.faithmission.org  
The Faith Mission is a charity registered in Scotland No SCO05119 and Ireland No CHY6622

Speakers expected...

Subject to change due to Covid-19

David Cook John Shearer Roger Carswell Robert Murdock

Friday 2 - Tuesday 6 April

BANGOR
Conveion
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