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T

he unrelenting message of world
leaders, leading scientists and
social activists is that we must do
everything necessary to save our planet
before it’s too late! We are, of course, required
to be good stewards of the creation which God
has entrusted to us. However, as Christians we
must never lose sight of the fact that God is in
control, and He is fulfilling His purposes for
creation. This will culminate in the return of
Jesus Christ, the dissolving of this world, and
the introduction of a new heaven and a new
earth (2 Peter 3:10-13).
Yet, people live as though this life is all that there
is. They must enjoy its pleasures and luxuries as
much as they can and for as long as they can. The
concept of life being a preparation for eternity is
alien to their thinking. The Bible makes clear that
this life is only transitory: ‘It is appointed for men
to die once, but after this the judgement’ (Hebrews
9:27). With this in mind, Peter tells us that we
are to ‘live in this world as strangers and temporary
residents’ (1 Peter 2:11 NASV). In other words,
we should live with eternal values in view.
Tens of millions of people in rural Britain
and Ireland today are oblivious of their need
of a Saviour. They are lost and without hope
because they are without Christ, and face eternal
punishment and unending separation from God.
Our Lord’s commission remains undiluted. We
are to ‘Go into all the word and preach the gospel’
(Mark 16:15). As it enters its 136th year, The
Faith Mission’s mission field is as needy today as
it has ever been and the command to ‘pray that
labourers will be thrust out into this harvest field’
(Mathew 9:38) is just as urgent.

In recent months it has been possible for more
of our regular ministries to be conducted in
person. Particular encouragements include
seeing young people’s activities taking place
at the Centres again and the ministry of
the majority of our shops and cafés steadily
returning to more normal levels. The new
session at the College is progressing well, albeit
with a smaller number of full-time students.
We value prayer for a surge in applications for
the next academic year.
We welcome Calvin Park who, following
his graduation from the Bible College in
June, has joined our team in Suffolk. Our
congratulations go to Wesley and Isobel
Brewer on their marriage in September. Now
based in Penrith, Wesley, with Isobel’s support,
will build on the foundation of our previous
ministry in Cumbria. Rebecca Harrison
officially withdrew from membership of the
Mission at the end of August. We are grateful
to her for ministry and fellowship and wish
her much blessing as she trains to be a midwife.
Her husband, Gavin, will continue in his role
as assistant to the general manager in our
Scottish Bookshops.
The Lord’s provision of the right person to
fill the role of finance manager at General
Headquarters remains an urgent need for
which we value prayer.
Thank you for your fellowship and support.
We trust you enjoy this edition of the
magazine. •
John Townend, General Director
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Part 2

Deliberate
Disobedience
by Tom Shaw
‘But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.’

T

Jonah 1:3

here is something frightening and
ominous about these words. They
show a complete disregard for God’s Word,
which inevitably leads to disobedience of
God’s will. David Thomas, a 19th century
Welsh Congregational minister, stated: “The
greatest folly in the universe is to oppose the
will of God”.
Jonah was a pampered prophet. Having lived
during the reign of Jeroboam II, a period of

great economic prosperity, his prophetic
assignments were usually fairly pleasant with
little judgment to declare. Jonah had become
selfish and self-seeking. He was in no doubt
that the Jews received the favour of God, but
he wanted no one else to have that favour, and
certainly not the Ninevites. Jonah was a man
with a message, but he didn’t want others to
hear it or benefit from it. Matthew Henry
comments: “He consulted with flesh and
blood and declined the embassy because he
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was jealous for the prerogatives of his country
and not willing that any other nation should
have this honour of divine revelation”.
Up until now, Jonah was comfortable and the
hardness of Nineveh did not appeal to him. He
was unwilling to face the commission. How
tragic is selfishness in the life of a servant of
God. But before we become too judgemental
towards Jonah, let us ask ourselves the
question: “Is selfishness keeping us from
obeying the will of God?” Why does much of
this world still live in darkness waiting for the
gospel? The answer must surely be because of
our selfish, self-centred lives; we are satisfied
with what we have achieved, unaware of the
darkness around us.
Jonah was fearful, feeling intimidated by the
task ahead – having to face a hostile people
filled him with trepidation. He knew it was a
great city and a wicked one: ‘that great city…
cry out against it for their wickedness has come
up before Me’ (1:3). His greatest fear was that
the Ninevites would heed his message and
repent of their wickedness. He knew God was
a merciful God. Sometimes fear can keep us
from obeying God’s clear commands.
Jonah tries to solve his conflict by fleeing from
it: ‘But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from
the presence of the Lord’ (1:3). The sea on the
horizon was an obvious escape route. Joppa
was the nearest seaport from Jerusalem, about
forty to fifty miles west of the city. It was the
port where the cedar logs were brought ashore
for the building of Solomon’s temple. The
harbour at Joppa was difficult to enter because
of a rocky reef near the entrance. Only at very
high tide could the reef be passed without
damage to the vessel. Arriving at Joppa, Jonah
found a ship in the harbour ready to sail
to Tarshish and there was a place available
on board. The devil will always provide a

disobedient Christian with a means of escape.
I wonder if Jonah really did think that perhaps
God didn’t mean it when He said: ‘Arise, go to
Nineveh’.
Tarshish was as far away from Nineveh
as Jonah could go. It was north-east and
Tarshish was west. Rather than obey God he
traversed the length of the Mediterranean.
Disobedience never leads a soul higher, but
always downward as it did with Jonah. He fell
headlong from what he knew was his duty. Ian
Barclay says: “Jonah, like all prodigals, wanted
to put a safe distance between himself and the
Father with no thought of returning”.
It is interesting to note the kind of company he
was amongst during this state of disobedience.
The men on board the ship to Tarshish were
not only sailors, they were idolaters: ‘the
mariners were afraid and cried every man unto
his god’ (1:5). Godless, idolatrous seamen were
not the best company for a prophet of God.
Disobedience always leads to wrong company
and is often the devil’s net. Peter got into the
wrong company and denied his Lord. Judas
got into the wrong company and betrayed
and sold the Lord. Psalm 1:1 has good advice:
‘Blessed is the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly nor standeth in the way
of sinners’. Many a good life has been ruined
by wrong company, a wrong relationship and
a wrong union. Augustine’s illustration is quite
significant: “Bad company is like a nail driven
into a post, which, after the first and second
blow, may be drawn out with little difficulty,
but once driven up to the head the pincers
cannot take hold to draw it out, it can only be
done by the destruction of the wood”.
Disobedience to the revealed will of God can
be costly. Travel from Joppa to Tarshish must
have been a regular thing because Jonah paid
the stated fare, but it cost him much more than
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money. We cannot avoid our God-given duty
without incurring a heavy price. It is a costly
thing for any Christian to go to Tarshish when
they ought to go to Nineveh. John Calvin
pointed out: “Nothing is more fatal to us
than to refuse to give ourselves in obedience
to God”.

(2:2). He compares his state to: ‘the belly of
hell’ (2:2). An afflicted mind is a dreadful
torment, but a soul in affliction because of a
wilful, wayward spirit is an awful grief. Jonah
should have been waiting before God for a
word of revelation because his task was to
speak to the people on behalf of God. Instead
he made the decision to run away. When we
look at the words of Jesus, ‘If any man will
come after me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross daily, and follow me’ (Luke 9:23),
obedience is not optional.

If disobedience costs us to lose fellowship with
God, then the price is too high. The warmth
of fellowship with his God was a thing of the
past for Jonah and was replaced with the chill
of a lost harmony. What a price! Being out of
‘When my soul fainted within me, I remembered
fellowship with God is to lose a precious gem.
the Lord; and my prayer went up to You’ (2:7).
Have you lost fellowship with God through
Jonah made a great mistake that
an act of disobedience? ‘Our
had dreadful consequences for
fellowship is with the Father and
It is a great
him. But have we not had our
with His Son, Jesus Christ’ (1 John
tragedy for any
moments of disagreement with
1:3).
Christian to
God’s plan for our lives through
have strayed
Jonah has become like a hunted
selfishness and fear? Jonah ends
outside of
stag with no rest or peace of mind.
his prayer: ‘I will pay what I have
God’s will
When we disobey God, a lack of
vowed, salvation is of the Lord’
and live with
peace is very evident. It is a great
(2:9). God was merciful to Jonah
a constant
tragedy for any Christian to have
because in the next chapter we
strayed outside of God’s will and
read: ‘the word of the Lord came to
absence of
live with a constant absence of
Jonah a second time, saying, “Arise,
peace of mind.
peace of mind. ‘You will keep him
go to Nineveh, that great city, and
in perfect peace whose mind is stayed
preach to it the message that I tell
on you’ (Isaiah 26:3).
you.” So Jonah arose and went to
Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord’
‘Then they said to him, “What shall we do to
(3:1-3).
you that the sea may be calm for us?” – for the
Someone said of William Borden, the brilliant
sea was growing more tempestuous’ (1:11).
young American missionary known as Borden
There were storms, angry waves all around
of Yale, who died in his twenties: “Obedience
Jonah and the men in the boat. In running
to the will of God irrespective of feeling was,
away, he was endangering his own life, the lives
perhaps, the strongest thing about his life”. A
of the sailors, and the souls of Nineveh. For
ship without a rudder and drifting is a perilous
the believer, disobedience can be spiritually
thing on the high seas. The same is true for the
dangerous, not only to ourselves but to others
disobedient Christian in this world. •
– to the church and the world at large.
In the second chapter we see a different Jonah:
‘I cried to the Lord because of my affliction’

Tom, a retired pastor, is married to Mabel and involved
in itinerant preaching throughout Great Britain and
Ireland.
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by Sandy Roger

Indispensable

Holy Spirit
F

ifty years ago, I
graduated from Bible
College. It was impressed
on us at the time that we
were entering into a lifetime
of Christian service in far
from easy circumstances.
The world was changing fast,
and increasingly people were
becoming more hardened,
the church more liberal, and
the whole of society more
secular. Antagonism towards
Christ and His message was
gathering momentum until

Many resources
are available in
this technologically
advanced age,
but there is only
one fundamental
requirement
without which our
work and witness
will never get off
the ground.
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we are now in a situation
where the spiritual resources
of the nation are almost
non-existent. The religious
heritage of our country has
crumbled to the dust as
political and church leaders
time and again have shaken
their fist in God’s face. By
their policies and actions,
they have defiantly declared:
‘We will not have this Man to
rule over us’ (Luke 19:14). If
ever our work and witness
was needed it is now.

Like the biblical character of Esther, we have
been brought to the kingdom for such a time
as this (Esther 4:14). It is not by chance or
accident that the Lord has saved and called us
into His kingdom. “There’s a work for Jesus
none but you can do”. If we are to meet this
challenge adequately, we must be equipped
effectively. Many resources are available in
this technologically advanced age, but there
is only one fundamental requirement without
which our work and witness will never get off
the ground.
Paul recognised it when he
pointedly asked this most basic
question to the group of disciples
he came across in Ephesus: ‘Did
you receive the Holy Spirit when
you believed?’ Their answer must
have left him speechless: ‘We have
never even heard that there is a Holy
Spirit’ (Acts 19:2).

New Testament sense. As a discipleship group
they had a lot going for them but were quite
deficient when it came to the one thing that
really mattered.
The Ephesians had Great Teachers
Acts18:1-4, 24-28 and 19:1-10 highlight
three important characters who played a
part in bringing these disciples into a full
Christian experience. There was the married
couple Priscilla and Aquila from Corinth,
and Apollos from Alexandria.
These
Ephesian believers were fed upon the finest
of the wheat.

As a
discipleship
group they
had a lot going
for them but
were quite
deficient when
it came to
the one thing
that really
mattered.

Far be it from me to suggest that
anyone could complete a course at
The Faith Mission Bible College
and not have heard of the Holy
Spirit. You know about the Holy
Spirit intellectually; but what
about experientially? Apparently
it is possible like these folks in Ephesus to
be some kind of disciple but without any
real experience of the mighty empowering
of the Holy Ghost. This is all the more
remarkable when you remember the Ephesian
congregation eventually became a model
church. Campbell Morgan reckoned it was:
“the outstanding representative church in the
New Testament,” and yet at this stage in its
history it was making little or no impact on
the city or society, which is no great surprise.
At this point it’s not strictly accurate to
describe these disciples as a church in the full

Aquila and Priscilla ran a tentmaking business and Paul stayed
with them in Corinth. They
were great workers and came to
Ephesus with Paul. Apollos just
suddenly appears and takes charge
of the little group. He was very
well qualified to be their pastor.
He was a scholar from Alexandria,
and fervent with enthusiasm; so
much so he literally “boiled over”.
No preacher can have too much
learning. A Bible student is an
all too rare combination, for far
too many finish training with less
knowledge of the scriptures; fervour and
scholarship don’t often go hand in hand.
Spiritual fervour often declines with advance
in religious education. But he was limited:
‘he knew only the baptism of John’ (Acts
18:25). Training had given him the best but
left him lacking in the essential. Although it
is worth pointing out that even ‘the baptism
of John’ was no slight experience itself (Luke
3:10, 11-14), embracing as it did repentance,
remission and rectitude. If only this at least
was preached from today’s pulpits it would
be a great help.
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The Ephesians were Bible Based
Aquila, Priscilla and Apollos provided a
thoroughly scripture-grounded teaching.
But they seemed to have missed out a vital
ingredient clearly emphasised in the Hebrew
Scriptures. The Old Testament often draws
attention to the large part played by the
Spirit of God in relation to the service of
God’s people. There is a parade of leaders,
judges, kings, psalmists, even tradesmen who
all carried out their work in the power of the
Spirit. Never underestimate the extent of the
Spirit’s work in Old Testament times.
How could these would-be disciples
of Christ have overlooked that
which was essential to Jesus in
His ministry? Can it be so easily
disregarded by His followers?
However well trained we are, no
matter how well versed in the
scriptures, we dare not keep the
Holy Spirit out of our endeavours.
The eighteenth-century Moravians
always left an empty chair at
their meetings symbolising the
superintendence of the Holy Ghost.

In the final
analysis, the
qualification
that matters is
a surrendered
life, open to
all the Spirit
of God longs
to do in us
and through
us.

The Ephesians
were Short Changed
It was only when Paul returned to Ephesus that
he put his finger on the missing ingredient in
their religious experience. Those of you who
are on-the-ball Bible students will know that
there is endless debate about this passage in
the commentaries. But what is undebatable is
that we need the Holy Spirit in our lives and
in our work.
The Lord Jesus gave a parable about a king
getting ready to sally forth to battle who sat
down first to reckon his available resources
(Luke 14:31). Paul’s question is a simple

asking of them to re-assess their
available resources before engaging
in the battle. Quite clearly he had
some doubts about the validity and
reality of their spiritual experience.
He detected a serious gap in their
knowledge and experience which
was affecting their full enjoyment
of what it meant to serve Christ
effectively. They were brought
to realise that when the Spirit is
missing things are just not right.

Diplomas and degrees are great
achievements in anyone’s life and no one
should minimise the work that has gone in to
gaining them. But without the enduement of
the Holy Spirit and openness to His leading,
all their benefit comes to nothing when
confronted with the enormity of the task.
In the final analysis, the qualification that
matters is a surrendered life, open to all the
Spirit of God longs to do in us and through us
(Ephesians 4:30; 5:18). •
This is part of a message preached by Sandy at The Faith
Mission Bible College Graduation Service in 2021.
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Discoveries
of God
by Andrea Conn
In recent editions of First, we have looked at the sacred name of God as
revealed to His people. I have found it inspiring to read and meditate on these.
El Elyon

The Supreme God

as appeared to Abram

El Shaddai

The All-sufficient God

as appeared to Abram

El Olam

The Everlasting God

as appeared to Abraham

Jehovah

I will be that I will be

revealed Himself to Moses

Jehovah Jireh

The Lord will see to it

came to Abraham

Jehovah Rophi

The Lord that healeth thee

as revealed to Moses and Israel, His people

Jehovah Nissi

The Lord my banner

as revealed to Moses

Jehovah Tsebaioth

The Lord of Hosts

came to Joshua

Jehovah Maqeddash

The Lord who sanctifies

as revealed to Israel, His people

Jehovah Shalom

The Lord is peace

came to Gideon

Jehovah Tsidkenu

The Lord our Righteousness

revealed in the last five kings of Judah

Jehovah Makkeh

The Lord who smites

learned by those in exile

Jehovah Shammah

The Lord is there

taught by Ezekiel and Jesus

Jeho-Hoshea

Jesus, He it is Who shall save

revealed by Joshua and Jesus

Jesus taught the disciples to pray, ‘Hallowed be
Thy name,’ so it is very important to God that
His Name be hallowed. Hallowed means to
make holy, separate or sanctify. When we have
considered all the above revelations, we are
left in no doubt as to the awesome holiness of
our God and His name. That He should deign
to be our God is a wonder and we must revere
Him and His name forever! In calling on His
name, we are saved (Romans 10:13). It is in His
name that we pray (John 14:13). We have the
promise of His presence, when we meet in His
name (Matthew 18:20). Using His name brings
such authority. How blessed we are to have
such privilege! May we ever thank God for His
name, which is above every name (Philippians
2:9-10), and at which every knee must bow.

The psalmist considers the blessings of
knowing this great God in Psalm 146.
‘Happy is he that hath the God of Israel for his
help, whose hope is in the Lord his God’ (v.5)
‘The Lord looseth the prisoners’ (v.7)
‘The Lord shall reign forever… unto all
generations’ (v.10)
Let us never forget though, that ‘the Lord will
not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in
vain’ (Exodus 20:7).
Jesus, the Name High over all,
in hell or earth or sky;
Angels and men before it fall,
and devils fear and fly.
Charles Wesley •
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by Florence Watson

Are you
looking
forward to
Christmas?

C

Amidst
disappointment
and loss we can
know joy in the
celebration of the
birth of Jesus,
God’s Son.

hristmas is not always the ‘happiest time of
the year’ as the media would lead us to believe.
For some it can be the saddest time because of
an empty chair in the home or the little bundle of life
which you were so looking forward to is not in your arms.
Perhaps you are grieving for a wayward child and hoping
for a visit during this special season or feeling very alone
when so much of the emphasis is on friends and family.
The feeling of emptiness and isolation that any kind of
loss creates can be emotionally draining to deal with.
It can be difficult to handle at any time, but somehow
when it comes to Christmas it is magnified even more.
We have many questions and may look back with some
regret. It is normal to have these emotions. However
amidst disappointment and loss we can know joy in the
celebration of the birth of Jesus, God’s Son.
Winter 2021/22
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If we go back to the first Christmas when
our Saviour was born there must have been
a mixture of anguish and joy for both Mary
and Joseph. Mary was chosen by God to give
birth to the Son of God. What was it like for
her, a virgin living in a small town (Luke1:26)
and now having to conceal the fact she was
pregnant. How would she tell her betrothed?
And how would Joseph handle this situation?
But how did Mary respond? ‘And Mary said,
“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be
to me according to your word”’ (Luke 1:38).
Whatever plans Mary had before the angel
came, they were now gone. She accepted God’s
intervention into her life; He knew best and
He would go before her into the unknown. In
the same way our God knows what is ahead
for us and promises He ‘will never leave [us]
nor forsake [us]’ (Hebrews 13:5).
An order had been given by Caesar Augustus
– ‘a census should be taken of the entire Roman
world’ (Luke 2:1), and the people had to go to
their ancestral town to register. Hence, Joseph
and Mary go to Bethlehem where Jesus was to
be born, all in the plan of the great eternal God
(see Micah 5:2). They arrive, and knowing she
was about to give birth, ‘being great with child’
(Luke 2:5 KJV), they needed a place to stay but
‘there was no room in the inn’ (Luke 2:7). The
Bible doesn’t tell us their state of mind at this
point, but I should think they were fearful and
apprehensive as to how it was going to work
out. Of course we can now see God’s hand
in it all, that He would take control of the
situation, guiding their every step. He would
go before them and prepare the way ahead. It’s
good to remind ourselves of God’s faithfulness
when He stepped in and took control of a
situation that was beyond us. By doing this
it strengthens our faith and encourages us to
trust Him.

On the eighth day Mary and Joseph name the
child Jesus, as was foretold by the angel (Luke
2:21). The custom at that time was to go to
Jerusalem and ‘offer Him to the Lord and to
bring an offering’ (Luke 2:23-24). Here they
meet Simeon, the high priest, when the Holy
Spirit reveals to him ‘the Lord’s Christ’ (Luke
2:26). He gives praise to God and then speaks
of the destiny of this child, which must have
caused Mary some discomfort in her soul:
‘Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary
His mother, “Behold, this Child is destined for
the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a
sign which will be spoken against, (yes, a sword
will pierce through your own soul also), that
the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed”’
(Luke 2:34-35). Her beautiful new-born son
was to experience rejection, have enemies, and
even she would experience trouble. Perhaps
she wondered how this could be, that in the
midst of great joy there would be pain. While
we live in this troubled world, we as Christians
will experience loss, rejection and pain just
like our Saviour.
When Herod heard the wise men had gone
without telling him the whereabouts of this
new king, he was furious and ordered the
killing of all boys two years and under. It is
difficult to understand why God allowed
such a cataclysm to happen, but we have to
bow to His divine plan. We can’t even begin
to imagine the sound of weeping that would
carry over the whole atmosphere of Bethlehem
and the darkness that would descend as a
result. Against this backdrop of fear, God
sends light into the darkness through the
birth of His Son, bringing great rejoicing
amongst the angels and the shepherds. The
people who had been waiting for hundreds
of years got a glimpse of a bright future with
the expression of hope and peace. There was
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Born in humble surroundings, He would bring salvation
and hope to a lost world. God saw the weeping and the
pain, and in the same way sees our pain, our loneliness, our
tears. He hears us asking the question “Why?” and knows
we can’t find the strength or the joy within ourselves.

joy, singing and exultation to the Son of the
Living God. Born in humble surroundings,
He would bring salvation and hope to a lost
world. God saw the weeping and the pain, and
in the same way sees our pain, our loneliness,
our tears. He hears us asking the question
“Why?” and knows we can’t find the strength
or the joy within ourselves. In the midst of fear
and doubt, hope gives us an anchor: ‘Blessed is
he… whose hope is in the Lord his God’ (Psalm
146:5).
We need to purposively look to our God who
will be our joy, our strength, our companion
on this journey. He will walk alongside us and
carry us when another day seems impossible to
get through. C H Spurgeon said: “The good
that I have received from my sorrows, and
pains, and griefs, is altogether incalculable.
Affliction is the best bit of furniture in my
house.” Christmas will come and with it
the pain of our loss, but we can know that
joy announced by the angels on that first
Christmas night (Luke 2:14) by looking to
our God who will be our Comforter. ‘When
you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm
you; when you walk through the fire you shall

not be burned, and the flame shall not consume
you. For I am the Lord your God’ (Isaiah 43:2
ESV).
Grief, loss and disappointment can cause us to
be apprehensive of the future. What happened
on that first Christmas gives us a glimpse of
the future when our Saviour will return and
reign as King of Kings and Lord of Lords:
‘look up and lift up your heads because your
redemption draws near’ (Luke 21:28). We have
this wonderful joyous hope of being with Him
where there will be no more disappointment
or loss.
O Christmas, merry Christmas
‘Tis not so very long,
Since other voices blended
With the carol and song!
If we could but hear them singing,
As they are singing now,
If we could but see the radiance
Of the crown on each dear brow;
There would be no sigh to smother,
No hidden tear to flow,
As we listen in the starlight
To the “bells across the snow”.
Frances Ridley Havergal •
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Embrace the
Li f e G o d h a s
Given You
by Vaneetha Rendall-Risner

W

e are moving
and
cleaning
out boxes from
the attic has left me more
unsettled and emotional
than I ever anticipated. As
I open each crate, I vividly
remember the way life used
to be – the hobbies I used
to love, the things I used to
do. Thumbing through my
mementos, I am reminded
again that the life I’m living
now isn’t what I signed up
for. Nothing has turned out
as I planned.
While I am deeply convinced
that I’m living out God’s
best for me, there are days I
mourn the loss of what used
to be – particularly recently
as I’ve been going through
old tubs, each one filled
with memories of a life that

no longer exists. And then
there are the art supplies.
Fifteen years ago, my life was
defined by projects I could
do with my hands. Painting,
crafting,
scrapbooking,
embroidering,
making
jewellery, painting dishes, all
sparked my creativity helping
me to relax. But my diagnosis
of post-polio syndrome
changed all that. With my
arms deteriorating, I couldn’t
afford to waste my energy on
crafts. I boxed everything up
(with help), labelled it and
shoved it in the attic. I didn’t
look at it again until now.
What Happened
to the Life I Dreamed?
As a friend helps me rummage
through these old boxes,
looking at paintbrushes
and canvas, rubber stamps
First magazine
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and coloured paper, a deep
sadness settles over me. I
miss those things. But I know
they are part of my past and
I can’t dwell on what can’t be
undone.
This grieving isn’t particular
to me. I spoke with three
friends, all of whom
were facing significant
disappointments. All of us
face disappointments. Our
lives look vastly different
than we imagined they
would.
People
dream
of certain careers and
accomplishments, but family
issues or unexpected events
make careers take a backseat.
Young lovers believe they
will have the perfect family,
yet somehow their family
doesn’t even resemble their
vision.

So, what do we do? How
do we get past this nagging
feeling that there should be
more to life? Or that perhaps
we are being denied the life
that we should have, and if
we were completely honest,
we believe we deserve.
Weep Deeply
This counsel from John
Piper has been immeasurably
helpful to me: “Occasionally,
weep deeply over the life you
hoped would be. Grieve the
losses. Then wash your face,
trust God and embrace the
life you have.” Even as I write
those words, I feel a sense of
release. We are sometimes
too guarded about our
pain, because it seems more
spiritual. Acknowledge what
is hard, grieve the loss. Feel
the sting of what will never
be.
Weeping helps me heal.
Since mourning is rarely
a ‘one and done’ event, I
sometimes break down long
after I think I have moved
on. Often, unexpectedly
when tears well up, I have
learned to acknowledge and
even welcome them. They
frequently reveal something
that is worth paying
attention to. I mourn the
loss of what once was as well
as the loss of what never was.
They are both losses of what
I hoped would be. Couples

who have struggled with
infertility, as well as those
who have buried a child,
or who are raising a special
needs child or a wayward
son or daughter, have all lost
what they hoped would be.
Whatever the origin, they are
losses nonetheless.
Wash Your Face
After I have wept and
grieved, I wash my face. Then
I splash cool water on my
face to refresh me, redirect
my thoughts and fix my eyes
on the Lord. Only then can I
move on. This is a deliberate
act, a choice I make to
refocus.
When I refocus, I take my
eyes off my problems, and
shift them onto the Lord –
and I choose to trust Him.
Trust Him even when my
situation looks black. Trust
Him that He is working for
my good. Trust Him that He
knows what is best.
Embrace the Life
God has Given You
Finally, I am called to
embrace the life I have,
wholeheartedly with joyful
acceptance, not grudging
obedience. Embracing means
gladly receiving and even
welcoming whatever the
Lord gives me, even when it
wasn’t in my plans. It means
being fully present, living in
Winter 2021/22
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the now, finding joy in the
moment, and not longing for
what’s past.
If you are feeling weary and
disappointed about your
life, allow yourself to grieve,
to weep deeply, to mourn
the loss of what you hoped
for. But then after you have
lamented, wash your face,
trust God, and embrace the
life He’s given you.
Into a world of great sadness
and loss, God told his people:
‘Remember not the former
things, nor consider the things
of old. Behold, I am doing
a new thing; now it springs
forth, do you not perceive
it? I will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers in the
desert’ (Isaiah 43:19). The
Lord is indeed doing a new
thing in my life and yours as
well. He is making a way in
the wilderness and forging
streams in the wasteland.
Lean into it, and embrace
it. God is doing something
beautiful. •
Vaneetha is the
author of Walking
Through Fire: A
Memoir of Loss
and Redemption
in which she
chronicles both
her bewildering
suffering and the
breathtaking way Christ met her in
it. She and her husband, Joel, live in
North Carolina. She blogs at www.
vaneetha.com.

How to
Maintain a
Spiritual
Pulse as an
Overtired
Parent
by Joe Barnard

H

ow do you maintain
a spiritual pulse with
kids? Most parents feel like
cardiac patients panting
for breath to pray while
surrounded by the needs and
the demands of children.
There is hardly enough time
to make a cup of coffee, much
less to exegete Ephesians
while drinking it. What
should parents do?
I heard a talk not long ago
about piety in the Christian
life. The talk was biblical
and incisive, and the speaker
eulogized the standard list
of spiritual heroes including
McCheyne, Luther, and

Stott. All three are undeniable
giants of the Christian life.
No one would deny that. Yet
the speaker failed to note
one important fact – two
of these men never married,
and one didn’t walk the aisle
until age forty-one. Without
detracting from John Stott’s
shining example of sanctity,
First magazine
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one should admit that he is
not the model for a mum
who struggles to get the time
to brush her teeth in the
morning. So then, here is a
question worth addressing:
how can parents keep God
first while scuttling about the
debris of packed lunches and
unpaid bills?

See Your Family as
an Act of Worship
Worship is not just something
we add to life. Worship is
how we live. As image-bearers
of God, everything we do
should give worth to God.
For parents, this means that
we need to see life as worship.
To get through a bedtime
routine of reading ‘Jack and
the Beanstalk’, brushing teeth,
drinking water, going to the
bathroom, drinking water,
going to the bathroom again,
hugging, kissing, going to the
bathroom a third time, and
then getting the perfect wedge
of light through a cracked
door – all with kindness,
patience, empathy, and joy –
is a remarkable act of grace,
perhaps even a miracle. Instead
of trying to find more time
for God outside of everyday
life, parents need to see the
spiritual value of the ordinary.
Share God with Your Kids
Modern Christians carry the
hefty burden of the quiet
time. We don’t feel like God
is pleased unless we set apart
a time to be still and quiet
before the Lord alone. Our
justification, we fear, depends
on the frequency and warmth
of personalised devotions.
Now quiet times are soulrefreshing; we know this.
However, there are stages in
life when the primary means
of devotion will be together,
not alone. Family life is one of

these stages. Parents need to
accept that there will be days
when they will not be able to
find an empty closet to hide
in. (“Mum, where are you?”)
But this does not mean that
God should not be worshiped.
Instead, parents need to
rediscover the use of family
worship. By reading and
praying with our children, two
things happen at once: adults
are spiritually fed and children
are spiritually nurtured.
See the Growth
Opportunity of Struggle
If the aim of the Christian life
was theoretical knowledge,
parents would have a
disadvantage. The fast track to
holiness would be a seminary,
not a family. However, the
aim of the Christian life is not
information, but character.
This is great news for parents
because there is no better way
in which to grow in character
than having a demanding
two-year old nipping at your
heels like a terrier, or to have
a stubborn teenager kicking
at the goads like a mule.
Children are not a spiritual
distraction,
keeping
us
from time with God, but an
opportunity to be sanctified,
revealing our need for grace
in the mess of the real world.
Trim the Fat of
Modern Life
Modern parents need to take
time monthly, if not weekly,
Winter 2021/22
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to reflect on how to simplify
life. We live in a world that
idolises busyness and in a
culture of parenting that
quickly substitutes children
for God at the centre of life.
The aim of parenting is not
to elevate children to the
pinnacle of success or to
ensure that they experience all
that life has to offer. The aim
of Christian parenting is to
introduce our children to God
and to teach them about their
need for Jesus. If the busyness
of our lives pushes God into a
corner, there is only one thing
to do: repent and refocus on
the first command. Trimming
the fat of swimming lessons,
horseback riding, soccer
practice, piano, cub scouts,
ballet, and the one hundred
other essential activities for
childhood development in
the 21st century will be a
regular task for Christian
parents. •

Joe is the director of Cross
Training
Ministries
(www.
xtrainingministries.com) and the
author of The Way Forward: a
Road-map of Spiritual Growth for
Men in the 21st Century (Christian
Focus Publications). He is one of the
speakers at The Faith Mission Easter
Convention in Bangor, Northern
Ireland (see back cover for details).

LetandGo
Let God

R

by Anna Anderson

osalind Bell-Smith (1864-1942)
was born near Kensington Gardens,
London. At the age of three she moved
to Canada with her parents. Her father was an
accomplished artist and she intended to follow
in his footsteps. Graduating from Toronto
School of Art in 1885 she began preparations
to return to London to finish her studies.
Aged twelve, she attended a revival meeting
and, on hearing the gospel, “yielded her life
absolutely” to Jesus Christ. The next day she was
filled with doubts as to whether Christ had really
received her. Going to her Bible and finding the
words: ‘Him that cometh to me I will in no wise
cast out’ ( John 6:37), the doubts were gone.
Her deepest longing was to study art, but there
was another growing desire in her heart – “an
intense longing to serve the Master to whom
I had given myself.” Just before Rosalind was
due to set off to London, she met Jonathan
Goforth for the first time. Their paths crossed
on a few more occasions, and something about
him caught her attention: his life radiated
the Lord Jesus. “I had many opportunities to
glimpse the greatness of the man,” she writes,
“which even a shabby exterior could not hide”.
He proposed marriage to her with the words:
“Will you join your life with mine for China?”
“Yes, I will, always,” was her response, and they
were married on 25 October, 1887. Three
months later they sailed for China.

Not long after arriving in China, a fire in
their new home destroyed practically all their
belongings, including a cherished painting by
her father. Rosalind knew this was a significant
moment in her life: “the burning of bridges
behind her as far as art was concerned”. Her
objective now was to reach the lost souls of
China. This was the beginning of many trials
during their forty-seven years of missionary
work. The most difficult period was the
‘Boxer Rebellion’ of 1899-1901, a violent
anti-foreign, anti-Christian uprising. In great
danger, they were literally “shut up to God.”
Many stories are told of how God stepped in,
delivering them from the mob, and of prayer
being answered in a remarkable way. After this
dark period their only desire was to “spend and
be spent for Him.” For them, “the safest place
was the path of duty.”
Early years in China were marked with a
palpable sense of loss when both their children
died in infancy. Dealing with the pain, “she
thanked God for giving her a husband always
consistent in putting ‘first things first’ helping
her to bear more bravely her share of life’s
burdens.” For Rosalind, living in a foreign land,
coping with the climate, poor living conditions
and provoking servants was a great trial to her.
She wondered if she could ever become gentle
and patient, could ever stop worrying. On one
occasion she overheard a conversation between
two Chinese women about her failures and
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surrendered all to Christ and prayed to know
more of the Holy Spirit working in her life.
She writes about this experience: “the peace
and joy that flooded my life, a restfulness and
quietness of spirit took possession of me so
naturally.” In describing this glorious work, she
said to others: “Let go and let God”. The reality
of His presence became noticeable in the daily
happenings of missionary life.
Jonathan & Rosalind Goforth

outbursts of temper toward them: “If she only
would live more as she preaches.” At first she
was angry, but fled to her room with the sense
of hopelessness in being a missionary. Her
desire was to live in a way that the Chinese
would see Christ. Witnessing the Holy Spirit’s
power in her husband’s life and message gave
her a longing to know this in her own life. At
this time, she describes herself as being “in the
depths of despair over these failures.”
A deep yearning grew within to know Christ
more, to prove His help in gaining victory
over besetting sins. After much searching,
“The heinousness of sin was revealed as never
before. Many things had to be set right toward
man and God. I learned then what paying
the price meant.” She recognised her need of
help through the Holy Spirit in overcoming
her failures. However, of this time she writes:
“Christ still remained distant… there were
times of great darkness and defeat.”
In 1916, with their three children, Jonathan
and Rosalind were forced to return to Canada
for health reasons. While there, Rosalind
attended a conference where the speaker spoke
of a higher life of peace, of rest in the Lord, of
power and freedom from struggle and care.
She saw at last the secret of victory “was simply
Jesus Christ Himself – His own life lived out
in the life of the believer.” Weary and tired she

Jonathan and Rosalind Goforth were convinced
of the greatest need within the Chinese church:
“all hindrance within the church is due to sin
which grieves and quenches the Holy Spirit.”
They began to pray for revival and God
answered in a spectacular way, with revival
breaking out in many places. At the heart of this
was prayer and confession of sin. In one church
an elder stood up and said to another: “In the
session meetings it was always my bad temper
that was the cause of trouble. Please forgive
me.” The other elder responded: “Please don’t
say any more, I’m at fault, it’s you who should
forgive me.” In another church a deacon,
openly sobbing, said: “You all know me. I have
been passing as a good Christian man but I’m
nothing of the sort.” Confession of sin mingled
with tears was a familiar sight. The work of
the Holy Spirit was felt by non-believers. The
people were told: “Don’t go near them, their
spirit has come down, and he is irresistible, you
will be drawn in before you know it.”
Prevailing prayer runs through every aspect
of the Goforths’ life and work in China. They
proved again and again, in the midst of disease,
ill-health and violence, that their God was the
God of the impossible.
“All the resources of the Godhead are at our
disposal.”
Jonathan Goforth •
Bibliography: Chinese Diamonds for the King of Kings;
Goforth of China; How I know God Answers Prayer.
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testimony

The Bible
Changed My Life

Testimony by Janice Allan

A

W Tozer said: “The impulse to pursue
God originates with God, but the
outworking of that impulse is our following
hard after Him.” The Word of God entirely
changed my life for ever and set me on a new
course, one that I will never regret. So at the
outset, I want to praise and thank God for
revealing Himself to me through His Word
How did it all happen?
As a young teenager, I didn’t give any thought
to God. I had everything I needed – a loving
family, a secure home, good friends. In fact, I
didn’t seem to want for anything. The Bible
wasn’t read in my home at that time, and
nobody attended church. I had never heard
the gospel preached; it was completely foreign
to me.

One day, I found myself asking: “Where is
God? Who is God? What about eternity and
what happens to me after I die?” So many
questions were flying around in my head, and
suddenly I wanted answers to them all. This was
the beginning, as Tozer puts it, “the impulse
to pursue God.” I tried reading the Bible, but
gave up because I couldn’t understand any of
it. Then I attempted to pray to God, a God
whom at that point I did not know.
Not just a coincidence
I went to college to further my secretarial
studies. One evening, I was standing on the
steps of the college waiting for a friend, but
they didn’t arrive. While I was waiting, two
Christian women approached me who were
giving out gospel literature and speaking to

First magazine

20

“Two Christian women shared with me how they
became Christians. They opened the Bible and showed
me from God’s Word how I needed Christ as my Saviour
to take away my sin, and how I could know God for
myself through His Son. They also spoke of an eternity
with Christ in heaven, which is promised to all who
come in repentance of sin and trust Christ as Saviour. ”

people about God. Each of them shared with
me how they became Christians. They opened
the Bible and showed me from God’s Word
how I needed Christ as my Saviour to take
away my sin, and how I could know God for
myself through His Son. They also spoke of
an eternity with Christ in heaven, which is
promised to all who come in repentance of sin
and trust Christ as Saviour.

as I looked to Christ for forgiveness of my sin.
When I prayed this prayer, the emptiness and
void in my heart immediately went away and I
became, as the Bible describes it, ‘a new creation’
in Christ. I hungered for His Word. I wanted to
go to prayer meetings and Bible studies to learn
more from His Word. I simply wanted to know
more of Christ my Saviour. This is the evidence
of being a new creation in Christ.

From the Bible they read: ‘To as many as
received Him, to them gave He power to become
the sons of God’ (John 1:12). Standing on those
steps, I realised I was a sinner and was lost.
I remembered the questions that I had, and
somehow I knew meeting these two women
was in the providence of God. Two days later,
I prayed to God, asking that He would save me

Standing on His Word
I give praise and thanks to God for keeping
me and guiding me throughout life. I have
proved His promises found in His Word to be
true and real, especially ‘I will never leave you
nor forsake you’ (Hebrews 13:5). Praise God
He came after this lost sheep and through His
grace alone made me a child of God. •

I want to know one thing, the way to heaven: how to land safe on that happy shore. God
Himself has condescended to teach the way; for this very end He came from heaven. He
has written it down in a book! Oh, give me that book! At any price, give me the book of
God! I have it: here is knowledge enough for me. Let me be: “A man of one book”.
John Wesley
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The
Gospel Way
Blessed Lord Jesus,
No human mind could conceive or invent the gospel.
Acting, in eternal grace, Thou art both its messenger and its message,
lived out on earth through infinite compassion,
applying Thy life to insult, injury, death,
that I might be redeemed, ransomed, freed.
Blessed be Thou, O Father, for contriving this way,
Eternal thanks to Thee, O Lamb of God, for opening this way,
Praise everlasting to aThee, O Holy Spirit, for applying this way to my heart.
Glorious Trinity, impress the gospel on my soul,
until its virtue diffuses every faculty;
Let it be heard, acknowledged, professed, felt.
Teach me to secure this mighty blessing;
Help me to give up every darling lust,
to submit heart and life to its command,
to have it in my will,
controlling my affections,
moulding my understanding;
to adhere strictly to the rules of true religion,
not departing from them in any instance,
nor for any advantage in order to escape evil, inconvenience or danger.
Take me to the cross to seek glory from its infamy;
Strip me of every pleasing pretence of righteousness by my own doings.
O Gracious Redeemer,
I have neglected Thee too long,
often crucified Thee,
crucified Thee afresh by my impenitence,
put Thee to open shame.
I thank Thee for the patience that has borne with me so long,
and for the grace that now makes me willing to be Thine.
O unite me to Thyself with inseparable bonds,
That nothing may ever draw me back from Thee, my Lord, my Saviour. •
The Valley of Vision © The Banner of Truth Trust 1975
First magazine

22

135 Years

o f God ’ s F a i t h f u l n e s s
by the Editor

O

n 14 October, 1886,
John George Govan
wrote in his diary: “The Faith
Mission started.” Describing
the spiritual state at this time,
Duncan Campbell writes: “the
stream of vital Christianity
was running low in Scotland.
True, the spirit of McCheyne
and Chalmers was still alive,
but the glorious revival blaze
had darkened to twilight.”
John George Govan was born
in 1861. His parents, William
and Margaret, were godly
people, bringing their twelve

children up in a strict but
happy home. As a young boy
of twelve, John came to know
the Lord under his Father’s
preaching. He joined the family
business at the age of nineteen
and, like his father, was an
outstanding businessman. In
describing his Christian life
at this time he writes: “there
was not much of Christ about
my life and I do not think I
testified to my conversion…
any earnestness I showed was
fluctuating… I went to teach a
class of small boys and I was
glad when it was over.”

Pictured: Mr & Mrs Govan.
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In 1882, D L Moody and Ira
D Sankey came to Glasgow.
Their visit had quite an
impact on the city, with many
coming to Christ and an
awakening taking place among
Christians. At this time, John
was preoccupied with his own
personal goals and ambitions,
but there was a “spiritual
stirring in the home.”
He went to the Keswick
Convention and, under the
preaching of the Word, God
met with him in a very real
way: “the glory of God flooded
my soul… the Bible opened
up to me, I saw holiness in
every page… God brought me
to know something of that
truth… now I was altogether
Christ’s.” Feeling he should
leave the family business,
and while waiting upon God
for direction, he became
increasingly burdened with the
villages of Scotland, practically
untouched with the gospel.
Soon
invitations
came
to conduct missions. At

Pictured:
FM personnel at Bangor Convention in the centenary year

one meeting in Irvine, the
benediction was pronounced
but no one moved; the
benediction was announced
again but still no one moved.
Eventually Govan said: “If any
are anxious about your souls
meet me in the hall downstairs.”
The people poured out of their
seats and crammed into the
hall. During this time hundreds
were converted. One lesson he
learned during these early days:
“If we are going to see souls
delivered, we must get through
to victory first in prayer.”
So the Faith Mission began,
and from the beginning
Govan stressed the faith
principle was to be a priority
in providing financial needs
– “simply dependent upon
God.” In these early days the
pilgrims (the name given to
the workers) learned to trust
God for every need. More
workers caught the vison for

the villages of Scotland. They
preached a simple gospel
wherever they went and the
Spirit of God moved upon
the people. In some places
there was a resistance to
the gospel, but that did not
discourage them. At the end
of the first year, two thousand
conversions were recorded
and the accounts were closed
with a balance of £20.
Prayer was seen as the main
strength of this new mission
and in 1887 the first Faith
Mission Prayer Union was
formed. The focus of these
prayer groups was on praying
for the salvation of souls.
Looking through its history,
the Prayer Union became the
strength of this Mission.
At the end of two years,
eighteen had joined “the
pilgrim band”. There was
opposition at every corner:
First magazine
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“attempts of rowdy youths
to break up open-airs and
disturb inside meetings with
stones, mud, tin kettles –
anything they could lay their
hands on. Many a time our
bills for broken windows were
larger than our bills for food!
But the spirit of faith carried
us through, and we found
that the power of the love of
Jesus could break the hardest
heart.” In 1889 the Isle of
Bute was visited with revival.
The meetings began with a
few children; ten days later
there were over four hundred
in attendance with hundreds
testifying of salvation found
in Christ.
The work spread throughout
the Central Belt of Scotland,
but not without conflict and
trial. The strain of the work had
taken its toll on John George
physically. He was urged to
take a break, and with others
embarked on a tour of Canada.
In 1892 he arrived back in
Scotland “with a heart at
rest and returned to work.”
He joined the pilgrims in
the Highlands of Scotland
who were burdened to reach
these isolated and unreached
districts. They began on the
Argyll peninsula, across to Isle
of Islay, through the Sound of
Mull, across to Isle of Tiree
and back to Oban.

Word spread of what God
was doing in these scattered
islands, with testimony after
testimony of how many had
received new life in Christ.
In 1894 John Govan married
Annie Martin, and they made
their home in Biggar. In this
busy home, a three-month
Bible college course began.
In 1912 it was lengthened
to a year and moved to
Edinburgh, which then led to
a two-year course beginning
in 1946, held in a property
gifted to The Faith Mission.
The present property in
Gilmerton, Edinburgh, was
purchased in 1986. Since its
beginning, students from
this Bible College have gone
all over the world with the
gospel.
In its twenty-fifth year, the
Mission had a reorganisation
by dividing the work into
Districts and appointing
superintendents in charge of
each District. The Mission
Headquarters was moved to
Edinburgh. By this time the
work had spread to the rest
of the UK, Ireland, France,
Canada and South Africa.
In 1927, John George Govan
died. “The Chief ” (as he
was known by the pilgrims)
was greatly missed, but the
work continued. In 194953, revival took place in the

Hebrides, a series of islands
forty miles west of the most
northerly point of Scotland.
Duncan Campbell, a Gaelic
speaker, was greatly used in
this revival using the Gaelic
Bible. An inspiring account
of this revival is found in
‘Sounds of Heaven’ written
by Colin and Mary Peckham.
In 1964 the zeal and passion
had not lessened. In that year,
hundreds were converted
to Christ and twenty-seven
students completed their
training, with most going into
Faith Mission work and others
to the foreign field. Four
hundred and ninety-eight
Prayer Unions had sprung up
and a new event, YPF (Young
People’s Fellowship), was
formed. House parties were
run alongside the two main
conventions in Bangor and
in Edinburgh, with the latter
still continuing today under
the name Rejuvenate.
To celebrate the centenary, a
tour around the British Isles
was conducted with FM
personnel and a choir formed
by the Bible College students
taking part. The anthem for
this tour was “To God be
the Glory”. It was His work,
He raised it up and provided
every financial need. He still
has to the present day.
Our responsibility is to reach
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this generation, which is very
different to when The Faith
Mission began. The ministry
has diversified, but has the
same evangelistic thrust.
Christian Bookshops have
developed, and there are seven
Camp Centres where children
and young people are reached
through the camp ministry.
In some areas, people will not
attend a mission and so we go
to where they are.
Our visionary statement
remains the same: “To
reach through passionate
evangelism the lost of all
age groups, particularly in
the villages and rural area of
Great Britain and Ireland,
and by biblical teaching to
encourage holiness of heart
and life in Christian people”.
Our prayer is to see God visit
these islands again.
‘Oh that you would rend the
heavens and come down, that
the mountains might quake at
your presence… that the nations
might tremble at your presence!
From of old no one has heard or
perceived by the ear, no eye has
seen a God besides you, who
acts for those who wait for him’.
Isaiah 64:1,2,4. •
Taken from The Faith Mission
archives. For more information,
visit faithmission.org, or for
details of the Bible College go to
fmbiblecollege.org.uk

Our Vision
and Burden
for England
Two of our new members share of their desire
to share the gospel in Suffolk and Cumbria.

A New Venture
by Calvin Park

I

n Matthew 9:36, Jesus looks out on the
crowds of people following Him and sees
them as harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd. He sees their lost spiritual
state and is filled with compassion for them.
This same compassion brought us to salvation
and brings the responsibility of spreading the
good news of the Christian faith. Faced with
this task, can we individually say that we have
the same compassion for the people in our own
context, that we will be bold and proclaim the
gospel? As I look at the current spiritual state
of England, and particularly of Suffolk where
I am based, it’s more than right to say: ‘The
harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few’
(Matthew 9:37).
The question is, how can we share the good
news of the gospel in the contexts we are

placed in? Prior to joining The Faith Mission,
I had to ask myself that exact question. I
have always loved playing football and felt
most comfortable building up relationships
with people in the sporting realm. Football
is a universal language, wherever you go in
the world. Even if they don’t speak the same
language, football seems to unite people and
can be used as a tool to build relationships.
The vision we have as a team in Suffolk is to
use sport as a tool to reach children and adults
with the good news of Jesus.
The Faith Mission in Suffolk has connections
with a strong group of young people who help
at camps and different other activities. We hope
to encourage them and create opportunities
for them to get involved
in our plans.
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Suffolk

Praying and chatting through ideas as a team,
we feel God has brought us together, with
similar plans and potential goals for the future.
One of these is to start something called FM
Sport – after-school clubs to coach children
in different sports, and alongside this share
the good news of Jesus. Through this our aim
would be to invite children along to a more
regular soccer school and summer camps held
at our Camp Centre. Jesus said in John 10:10:
‘I have come that they may have life, and have it
to the full’. This is the message we want to share
with the children and young people of Suffolk.
Having been influenced by Tim Slater’s
work for SportsReach, we also plan to start
an outreach called FM Football. This would
involve setting up opportunities for adults to
play football in and around Stowmarket and

the Gainsborough Estate in Ipswich, with the
aim of sharing the Christian faith before each
game. We feel this would be a great tool for
personal evangelism, both for us and for other
Christians to bring their non-Christian friends
along to.
We really value your prayers for this new
venture. Please pray:

• that the Lord will cause our plans to come
•
•
•

to fruition, and grow beyond Suffolk, to
the rest of England, Scotland and Ireland;
that local schools will be open to work
with us, which would in return build good
relationships with them;
that adults and teenagers will be attracted
to it;
that churches will also catch the vision. •
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Reaching Out
to Rural
Cumbria

Cumbria

by WES BREWER

F

or the last number of years Cumbria has
been a burden of mine. It’s been the prayer
of my heart to bring the gospel to the rural areas,
and now to have the opportunity to do full-time
evangelism in the district is a true gift from God.
Over the last year, I have gained much
experience as I worked with Alistair and Yvette
Park at Harby Camp Centre in Leicestershire.
In the middle of August 2021, I arrived
in Cumbria. Not long after moving, my
fiancé Isobel and I were married. Now I am
embarking on doing the work of an evangelist
and am grateful for the help and support of
William and Carolyn Harrison, who oversee
the work in the Anglo Scottish Border District.
In the short time I have been here, the Lord has
opened up many opportunities, from itinerant
preaching to street evangelism.
Particularly in the evenings, a few volunteers and
I go out with a small pop-up table, hot drinks
and literature, and try to initiate conversations
with the locals. We have been really encouraged
by the number of good conversations we have
had, especially with the younger generation, as
they seem to be more open to the things of God.

It has also been great to see how God has opened
up some very worthwhile conversations when I
least expected it. In the local fish and chip shop
recently, the cashier asked me what I did. One
thing led to another and soon I was able to share
the things of God with him. The great thing
was that all the kitchen staff in the back of shop
were listening and the rest of the customers
waiting for their tea heard everything too. I had
a congregation listening in to every word!
Cumbria is a beautiful place with its lakes and
mountains; but within it there are many very
small villages that do not have a gospel witness
of any kind. My desire is to get the gospel into
the houses within these villages, to people who
have never heard about the things of God and
of salvation found only in Jesus, and to those
who may have heard something, perhaps at
school when they were much younger.
Can I ask you to pray that the Lord will open
up opportunities for me to share the gospel in
the most effective ways possible, and that lives
will be won for Christ? My prayer is that God
will help me to be a faithful witness to the
people of Cumbria. •
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Boo k R e v i e w

Faith on the Line
John Mollitt
Publisher: Onwards and Upwards
£8.99

T

his is the life story of
James Pratt (18801968), a ‘born and bred’
Yorkshire man. It is a very
readable book, describing
how he came to know the
Lord Jesus and from that
point sought to live out his
faith to the ordinary folk he
worked and lived amongst.
His motivation was “a love for
the Lord, a passion for souls
and a desire to build up and
encourage the people of God.”
James Pratt was converted at a
time of spiritual revival in the
Yorkshire Dales. He joined the
Primitive Methodists and at the
age of sixteen began to preach,
cycling many miles to small
villages. He was still preaching

at the age of eighty-eight and
would often quote George
Whitefield, saying he “wanted
to wear out not rust out.”
He joined the railways as a
signal lamp man in Barnsley,
South Yorkshire. This was the
beginning of his life’s work
on the railway line, spending
thirty-nine of those years in
Caton, Lancashire. Although
a railway signalman by
occupation, he saw his calling
in life as a preacher of the
Word. He could be described
as a ‘man of the people’ as
he spent many hours visiting
the villagers. When a doctor
could do no more for a
patient, they were told, “Go
and see Mr Pratt.”
Winter 2021/22
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What stands out in this
book is the legacy James
Pratt has left his children and
grandchildren: ‘A good man
leaves an inheritance to his
children’s children’ (Proverbs
13:22). His goal was not
to gain any temporary
inheritance, but to put time
and energy into furthering
the Kingdom of God. For him
the secret to all of this was
spending time with Jesus. His
grandson, John Mollitt, who
wrote the book, sums up such
a legacy: “My life has been so
much richer because of the
prayers, counsel and example
of a godly grandfather.”•
Faith on the Line can be ordered
through FM Bookshops.

THE WORKERS IN THE
FAITH MISSION DURING 2021
General Director & Treasurer
Principal of Bible College
Director for Ireland (until 31 July)
Director for Ireland (from 1 August)
Director for England
Director for Scotland

J TOWNEND, 1st Oct 1975, and Mrs Townend
R J W MURDOCK, 1st Oct 1989, and Mrs Murdock (rejoined 2013)
J LYONS*, 1st Oct 1989, and Mrs Lyons (rejoined 2018)
G CONN, 1st Oct 1985, and Mrs Conn
A B PATTERSON, 1st Oct 1986, and Mrs Patterson
D A MACLEOD, 1st Oct 1996, and Mrs Macleod

Superintendents

Mission-Foi-Evangile

P R CROWE, 1st Oct 1982, and Mrs Crowe, East Scottish District
L BRUSH, 1st Oct 1982, and Mrs Brush, Irish Border District
W L HARRISON, 1st Oct 1983, and Mrs Harrison, Anglo-Scottish Border District
G THOMSON, 1st Oct 1987, and Mrs Thomson, South Scottish District (rejoined 2013)
A PARK, 1st Oct 1989, and Mrs Park, Central English District (rejoined 2016)
G J TUTTY, 1st Oct 1990, and Mrs Tutty, West Irish District
N WILSON, 1st Oct 1993, and Mrs Wilson, South West English District (rejoined 2014)
A McCULLOUGH, 1994, and Mrs McCullough, North Irish District
M TOMB, 1st Oct 1994, and Mrs Tomb, Irish Midlands District
G S S WALKER, 1st Oct 1996, and Mrs Walker, South East English District
J SLATER, 1st Oct 1998, and Mrs Slater, South West Irish District

K Ruegger
W Streiff & Mme Streiff
K Lipp & Mme Lipp
D Schott & Mme Schott
D Perret & Mme Perret
P Crosnier
L-M Lemofack & Mme Lemofack
J Makaya & Mme Makaya
B Drevon & Mme Drevon
P Benard & Mme Benard

Faith Mission Workers (UK)

The Faith Mission (in Canada)

A H Paul 			1st Oct 1987
E A Brown 			1st Oct 1988
N J Bovenizer and Mrs Bovenizer
1st Oct 1993
J Cummings and Mrs Cummings
1st Oct 2005
J McCartney			1st Oct 2005
S Megaw and Mrs Megaw 		
1st Oct 2005 (rejoined 2019)
J Lennox and Mrs Lennox		
1st Oct 2008 (rejoined 2016)
H Wilson			1st Oct 2009
A Morton and Mrs Morton
1st Oct 2010
J Brown and Mrs Brown 		
1st Oct 2013
G Harrison and Mrs Harrison†
1st Oct 2013
R Little 			
1st Oct 2014
G Clayson and Mrs Clayson
1st Oct 2015
R Lyons			1st Oct 2017
L MacDonald		
1st Oct 2017
B Parker and Mrs Parker		
1st Oct 2017
M Roberts			1st Apr 2018
W Brewer			1st Oct 2018
A Maybin and Mrs Maybin		
1st Oct 2018
S Dundas 			
1st Apr 2019
C Park 			
1st Oct 2019

T E A Condy and Mrs Condy
R Perron and Mrs Perron
K Evans and Mrs Evans
J Goudy and Mrs Goudy
L-A Drake
M Hardwick and Mrs Hardwick
M Hoover and Mrs Hoover*
C Arndt and Mrs Arndt
S Beaulieu and Mrs Beaulieu
D Weber

Associate Workers

S Walsh and Mrs Walsh 		
1st Oct 2000
I Booth			1st Oct 1994

Auxiliary Workers

N Dudgeon 			1st Oct 1997 (rejoined 2014)
Ladies’ names in italics
* denotes withdrawal during year
† denotes individual withdrawal during year
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Retired Workers (Britain & Ireland)
O Greenaway (1953-90)
M Thompson (1955-97)
M Wright (1981-99)
I Porter (1956-2000)
R C Dukelow (1953-2000) and Mrs Dukelow
C Slight (1968-2002)
J McDonald (1966-71; 1990-2003)
K H Percival (1961-2004) and Mrs Percival
J Macdonald (1989-2013) and Mrs Macdonald
L F J Pearson (1972-2013)
D Chambers (1983-2015) and Mrs Chambers
J McNeilly (1969-2015) and Mrs McNeilly
I H P Farrell (1973-2019)
T Matthews (1972-2019) and Mrs Matthews
D R Bennett (1972-2019)
S J Matthews (1973-1975;1986-2021)
K I Wood (1995-2021)
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DISTRICT
CONTACT DETAILS
SCOTLAND

Ireland

HIGHLAND DISTRICT
Donnie & Catherine Macleod (Superintendent)
1 Lodge Park, Inverness, IV2 4YR
01463 238160 hq.scotland@faithmission.org

CENTRAL IRISH DISTRICT
George & Andrea Conn (Superintendent)
62 Glenavy Road, Lisburn, BT28 3UT
028 9262 8286
hq.ireland@faithmission.org

SOUTH SCOTTISH DISTRICT
Gordon & Janice Thomson (Superintendent)
9 Westerton Farm Lane, Bearsden, Glasgow, G61 1NF
0141 942 0841 south.scottish@faithmission.org
EAST SCOTTISH DISTRICT
Paul & Elizabeth Crowe (Superintendent)
43 Great Southern Road, Aberdeen, AB11 7XY
01224 587112 east.scottish@faithmission.org
ANGLO SCOTTISH BORDER DISTRICT
William & Carolyn Harrison (Superintendent)
The Steadings, High Barbuchany,
Newton Stewart, DG8 6QF
01671 403632 anglo.scottish@faithmission.org

England
NORTH ENGLISH DISTRICT
Alistair & Sharon Patterson (Superintendent)
10 Millgates, York, YO26 6AT
01904 786289 hq.england@faithmission.org

IRISH BORDER DISTRICT
Leslie & Mabel Brush (Superintendent)
131 Mahon Road, Portadown, Craigavon,
BT62 3SF
028 3833 2806
border.irish@faithmission.org
NORTH IRISH DISTRICT
Andrew & Jenny McCullough (Superintendent)
3 Grange Avenue, Ballymena, BT42 2DX
028 2565 6494
north.irish@faithmission.org
WEST IRISH DISTRICT
Garry & Alison Tutty (Superintendent)
15 Derry Road, Omagh, BT78 5DY
028 8224 2286
west.irish@faithmission.org

NORTH WEST IRISH DISTRICT
c/o Garry & Alison Tutty
15 Derry Road, Omagh,
CENTRAL ENGLISH DISTRICT
BT78 5DY
Alistair & Yvette Park (Superintendent)
028 8224 2286
Glebe Farm, Langar Lane, Harby, Melton Mowbray, LE14 4BL northwest.irish@faithmission.org
01949 860313 central.english@faithmission.org
IRISH MIDLANDS DISTRICT
SOUTH EAST ENGLISH DISTRICT
Mervyn & Rachel Tomb (Superintendent)
Stephen & Cynthia Walker (Superintendent)
Knocknagrally, Durrow, Portlaoise,
Red House Farm, Fen Lane, Earl Stonham, Stowmarket,
Co. Laois, R32 HX23. 057 874 0770
IP14 5EG
midlands.irish@faithmission.org
01449 711877 southeast.english@faithmission.org
SOUTH WEST IRISH DISTRICT
SOUTH WEST ENGLISH DISTRICT
Johnathan & Janet Slater (Superintendent)
Nigel & Ruth Wilson (Superintendent)
Carhue, Bandon, Co. Cork, P72 YW67
Henerys Garden, Lewdown, Okehampton, EX20 4BS
023 884 4153
01566 783512 southwest.english@faithmission.org
southwest.irish@faithmission.org
SUBSCRIPTIONS
First is published quarterly and costs £1 per copy plus postage. The annual subscription is £5.88.
If you would like to receive First regularly, or buy a subscription for a friend, please send the details to First Subscriptions,
The Faith Mission, 548 Gilmerton Road, Edinburgh, EH17 7JD. Alternatively you can email hq@faithmission.org
inter 2021/22 31
or telephone 0131 664 5814. Payment can beWmade
by cheque, credit/debit card, or bank transfer.
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BANGOR

Conveion
EASTER 2022

Friday 15 - Tuesday 19 April
Subject to change due to Covid-19

Solid
Bible Teaching
Inspiring
Meaningful Worship
Renewed
Spiritual Vision
Refreshing Warm
Fellowship

Speakers expected...

Joe Barnard

Paul Mallard

Robert Murdock

www.faithmission.org
The Faith Mission is a charity registered in Scotland No SCO05119 and Ireland No CHY6622

